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BV Amazing Music members (from left) Patty Timms, Ian McKendry, Andrew Gardiner, and James Reid perform for a 
crown at the seventh annual Porchfest. 

By Charles Vilagut

From Port Perry to Toronto, to Kingston 
to Ottawa, the Belleville Dragon Boat 
Club has had one exhilarating season. 

Ten members of the BDBC joined 
forces with 10 members from the Wel-
lington Lions Dragon Boat Club to 
compete at this year’s annual Northum-
berland United Way event Cameco 
Challenge the Dragon, this past Saturday 

in Cobourg. 
With their division-B Bronze finish, 

the team is wrapping up the short May 
to September season with their heads 
held high.

Manon MacFarlane, commodore at 
the BDBC, and a six-year member, says 
that this year’s mission was really to get 
people committed to the team rather 
than focusing more on the competitive 
aspect of the sport.

“As long as people are ready to com-
mit to coming out to practices, we don’t 
make people jump through hoops, or 
have them do certain types of testing,” 
says MacFarlane. “Maybe another year 
we’ll get into the more competitive type 

stuff, but the past couple of years we’ve 
just been trying to get people out there, 
practising and committed to being on 
the team.”

MacFarlane, who started dragon boat-
ing because of her daughter’s interest in 
the sport as a teenager, has since fell in 
love with it, as have many other mem-
bers of the club.  

“I love just about everything. It is a 
great group of people, and being out 
on the water is just a great way to forget 
about the tensions of the day,” says team 
paddler Stephanie Croswell-Mullin.

Although many of the members are 
adults who are looking for an outlet to 
become more active and healthy, the 

club welcomes people from ages 14 and 
up, with various levels of skilled pad-
dling available. 

Although joining the club contributes 
to a more healthy lifestyle, the members’ 
main reason for rejoining every year, is 
without a doubt, the camaraderie and 
team spirit. 

“We have a couple people that have 
belonged for over 10 years, but as for the 
group that has been around this time, it’s 
been about six or seven years, that this 
group has been running with these boats 
and sort of the structure,” says MacFar-
lane. 

The BDBC is not only a team, but a 
community of like-minded individuals. 

Because it is ran by volunteers, and is 
100 per cent non-for-profit, the mem-
bers are the ones in charge of making 
sure the BDBC operates year in and year 
out.

Because of the local club, and its 
popularity throughout the area, other 
dragon boating clubs have emerged in 
the area allowing the sport to grow even 
more so. 

With the 2015 season being almost 
over, the club soon will soon hang up 
their paddles and lifejackets for winter, 
making way for a new year with some 
fresh faces. 

“I’m going to do it for as long as I can 
do it... I love it,” says MacFarlane.

By Nakita Krucker

The theme of community really hit 
home this weekend when strolling 
through the charming East Hill neigh-
bourhood of Belleville during Porchfest.

Belleville residents and out-of-town 
visitors swarmed the streets for Porch-
fest’s seventh annual celebration of lo-
cal musical talent. With perfect weather 
and a vast, eclectic group of musicians, 
the event brought out a startling num-
ber of people, with a majority walk-
ing from porch to porch or travelling 
around by bike.

“It’s a nice day to get out, poke 
around and see what’s going on in the 
community. You get to hear some very 
talented local artists that you may oth-
erwise not have heard,” said Belleville 
resident Colleen Tripp.

Twenty-four porches were brought to 
life by all sorts of music. Celtic, country, 
folk, rock and blues were on the docket, 
attracting a diverse crowd.

BV Amazing Music was one group 
that really drove home the idea of com-
munity.

“First off, we are not a band,” declared 
James Reid, local musician and member 
of BV Amazing Music. Instead Reid de-
scribes the group as a “loose affiliation 
of musicians.” Essentially, this group of 
musicians is always shifting and wel-
coming in musicians from across the 
community. It’s a place for musicians, 

experienced or amateur, to come to-
gether and explore their musical talents.  

“Different people bring different fla-
vours with them,” reasoned Reid.

For Porchfest this year Reid sim-
ply asked four of the members -- Patty 
Timms, Andrew Gardiner, Kyle Mitch-
ell, and Ian McKendry -- to join him on 
Philip Fournier’s eye-catching porch on 

Charles Street.
Reid agreed that the heart of Porch-

fest centred around community and 
went on to emphasize that Belleville’s 
artistic community is thriving. 

“Sometimes people say ‘Oh there’s 
nothing happening here’ but there is! 
There’s so much going on in this area, 
you just have to tap into it,” urged Reid. 
“There’s a huge rich, rich environment 
of community. The more you make, the 
more happens. The pot has been stir-
ring really nicely the last three years and 
it keeps on going.”

Porchfest did not actually originate 
in Belleville but in Ithaca, New York in 
2007 and has since popped up in cities 
across the United States and Canada. 
The whole idea is to create a sense of 
community within a neighbourhood. 

There is also an aspect of trust 
brought to the community. The porch 
lenders welcome the musicians and 
the crowds, who are for the most part 
complete strangers, often offering up 
snacks and drinks, which further pro-
motes the embracing environment of 
the event.  

“You get to see a lot of neighbours 
you haven’t seen. For us, it’s very nice 
to have everyone walking around and 
enjoying our neighbourhood,” said 
Harold Bunnett, who had the Done-
gal Fiddler Orchestra perform on his 
porch.

The neighbours you know well, or the 
ones you have not yet met, are at your 
doorstep or in your driveway providing 
the opportunity to connect and grow 
the communities cultural side. 

Out of town musician Eddie Kay put 
it simply. 

“Community…community is the 
heart of Porchfest.” 

For a multi-media look at Porchfest, 
go to: https://vimeo.com/141106393
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 Belleville Dragon Boat Club paddler Dominique Lutz keeps her eye on the finish line Sept. 22, as her and her teammates practice on the Bay of Quinte for the meet they took part in during the Nor-
thumberland United Way event Cameco Challenge the Dragon in Cobourt last Saturday. 

Camaraderie best part of paddling
Belleville Dragon Boat Club
wraps up season
with Cobourg competition

Music echoes through East Hill neighbourhood
Visitors enjoy
variety of talents 
during Porchfest

https://vimeo.com/141106393
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Members of No One is Illegal Toron-
to, an activist group that advocates 
for complete freedom of move-
ment for all migrants and refugees, 
argue with attendees of the federal 
leaders’ debate on foreign policy 
at Roy Thomson Hall in Toronto last 
Monday. The protesters laid out lists 
leading up to the entrance with the 
names of 20,000 dead migrants and 
refugees printed on them. Anyone 
who walked across the names to 
enter the debate was heckled and 
booed. Organizers said they wanted 
to call attention to what they see as 
overly-restrictive immigration poli-
cies and a lacklustre response to the 
refugee crisis.
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The Belleville Dragon Boat Club (BDBC) and Wellington Lions Dragon Boat Club joint team finished strong last Saturday for their first race of the day  in Co-
bourg Harbour. The dragon boat racing event was the 16th annual fundraiser hosted by Northumberland United Way. 
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(Above) The drummer from FireBush interacts with the audience during the band’s perfor-
mance at Belleville Porchfest 2015 last Saturday.
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(Right) Colleen Finkle and her sister Kathleen are dancing on the rock performance of Fire 
Bush during the Porchfest 2015. Finkle was celebrating life as she is about to have a brain 
surgery. 
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(Above) Officer Cadets take part in the first-year orientation obstacle course on the grounds of the historic 
Royal Military College of Canada in Kingston last Friday. Every year, young cadets take part in several 
weeks of orientation, culminating in the gruelling obstacle course, in order to prepare them for their mili-
tary careers and studies.
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(Left) Newcomer drag queen Misty Mac, aka Brandon, is backstage during the Showgirls Vintage drag 
show at the Belle Pub in downtown Belleville Friday.
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Photojournalism students spent 
the last week at a variety of 
events – from the Munk federal 
leaders’ Debate in Toronto and 
a first-year orientation obstacle 
course at the Royal Military Col-
lege in Kingston to dragon boat 
races, Porchfest and a drag show 
in the Quinte area. Here is some 
of their work.
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