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Take Back the Night event
Tari Ngangura, 21, a journalism student and one of the organizers of the #AllBlackLivesMatter: Black Communities Take Back The Night event on Sept. 29 in Toronto shares her passion for the move-
ment #BlackLivesMatter. “My blackness in itself makes me a part of this movement. It’s an issue that is very close to my heart; anti-black racism, and fighting that, and fighting police brutality and 
state-sanctioned violence. This is something I’m very passionate about, something that’s very close to me because of my blackness.”  For a video look at the event, go to https://vimeo.com/141128229
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People place tobacco ties into the sacred fire as a sign of honour towards the murdered and missing aboriginal woman 
last Sunday at Zwick’s Island during the annual Sisters In Spirits Vigil. The event is meant to bring awareness on the 
topic and get the government to take a closer look at the issue. 

By Hélène Roth 

The Sisters in Spirit held their seventh an-
nual vigil last Sunday.  The Sisters in Spirit 
event, or No Stolen Sister, annually gets 
together to honour the 1,181 missing and 
murdered indigenous women. 

“The vigil is to bring awareness and to 
honour the missing indigenous women 
across Canada,’’ explained Betty Carr-
Braint, member of Sisters in Spirit, ‘’to 
get people to think about this tragedy and 
also honour the parents that are left be-
hind with a hole in their life because the 
woman are no longer present.”

The event opened with a song, which 
led to the announcement of general statis-
tics and a report from the RCMP. Those 
who have lost a sister were then called 
upon to share their own personal stories 
about the murdered women. Sophie Ki-
wala, the MPP for Kingston and the Is-
lands, went on to speak about this issue, 
her role and some statistics.

“It is not acceptable, that in Canada, 
aboriginal women and girls are subjected 
to rate of homicide, four to five times the 
national average. “ 

In 1984, aboriginal female homicide 
victims were eight per cent and today 
they are 23 per cent,” said Kiwala. 

Kiwala has been involved in voicing 
issues about aboriginal communities in 
Parliament. She informed the crowd dur-
ing the vigil of the reports that have come 
from Amnesty International and the UN 
about the lack of  involvment the Cana-
dian government has exhibited so far. 
The report warns the Canadian govern-
ment about the deficiency of the system 
towards missing and murdered aboriginal 

women.
 “In 2004, Amnesty International pro-

duced a report that concluded that Cana-
dian authorities should have done more to 
ensure the safety of aboriginal women and 
girls. Well, no kidding!” Kiwala repeated.

“In 2008, the UN committee on the 
elimination of discrimination against 
women – and this is the UN we are talk-
ing about – called upon Canada to exam-

ine the reasons for the failure of the miss-
ing and murdered aboriginal women and 
to take the necessary steps to rectify the 
problem,“ Kiwala said. 

For almost an hour, the Sisters in Spirit 
organizers involved the crowd in a role-
playing demonstration described as a 
game of aboriginal history. Blankets were 
placed on the floor to represent Turtle Is-
land, the name of North America accord-

ing to aboriginal groups, before the Eu-
ropeans entered. People from the crowd 
were then asked to stand on the blankets, 
representing the aboriginal communities 
within North America.

“You’re walking around, you’re visiting 
people — freedom! You’re representing 
the people, the people that have been here 
at least a thousand years.  Long before the 
arrival of the Europeans, Turtle was your 

home and home to billions of people like 
you,” read one of the game organizers.

 “Each community had its own land 
rules, cultures, traditions and laws. As 
communities, you worked together.”

The demonstration was a powerful 
representation of how the land has been 
torn away from aboriginal groups. As the 
game went on, the blankets were folded 
into smaller and smaller pieces, slowly di-
viding the communities and erasing their 
culture. 

“According to the guardians of discov-
ery, nations that are not Christian cannot 
own land, the indigenous peoples living 
on this island will be put under the power 
of the Christian nations that discovered 
their land,” one of the readers continued. 

Tension, tears and feelings of perplex-
ity were on the agenda, whether it was 
from the speakers, the audience or the 
organization members. 

A traditional aboriginal song and dance 
closed the ceremony. Everyone gathered 
in a large circle, holding an exceptionally 
long string with 1,181 tobacco ties lined 
along the string. Each of the tobacco ties 
represented a missing or murdered ab-
original woman. The dance ended with 
the line of people placing the part of the 
string they were holding into a sacred fire 
as a sign of honour for the missing and 
murdered aboriginal women. 

The vigils are set up to bring attention to 
the issue, honour those who are gone, and 
inform those through powerful demonstra-
tions and words that action has to be taken. 

“What we want to do is stop that. We 
want to say this is enough. Something 
needs to be done,“ urges Carr-Braint.

Vigil brings awareness to missing indigenous women 

By Hannah Lawson

A piece of history returned to Picton last 
weekend with high hopes for the small 
town’s boating future during the vin-
tage boat racing event, Thunder On The 
Reach.

The world famous Miss Canada IV hy-
droplane was brought back to the waters 
in which it nearly broke the 300 km/h 
world water speed record in 1950, driven 
by sweethearts Lorna and Harold Wilson. 
This past weekend was a 65-year anni-
versary celebration of the world record 
attempt, exactly 65 years prior from the 
date of the event, Oct. 3, 2015.

The world’s attention was brought to 
the small county town on that memo-
rable day back in 1950, and it is the hope 
of Thunder Events to bring the limelight 

back to Picton through this event, as well 
as future races and events.

The Wilson story was a love story, as 
well as an act of human determination 
and accomplishment.

Thunder on the Reach began on Friday 
with a display of vintage boats from the 
1950s and earlier, featuring Miss Canada 
IV, as well as a meet-and-greet with for-
mer and current racing teams.

Saturday’s events commenced with a 
parade of hydroplanes towed down Pic-
ton’s main street. Leading the parade 
came the sharp, traditional sound of a 
bagpipe marching band, and excitement 
mounted in the crowd when Miss Canada 
IV appeared at the tail of the parade. Har-
ry and Ernie Wilson, the sons of Harold 
and Lorna Wilson, waved to the excited 
crowds from the trailer of the legendary 

boat. A display of restored classic cars 
matching the age of the passing boats 
were parked on the side of Main Street, as 
a salute to the racing boats. 

The vintage boats were then taken to 
the Prince Edward Yacht Club where they 
were to be hoisted into the water by crane, 
and a hydroplane parade in the water was 
to follow.

Weather was decent enough to allow 
for the parade, but dangerously strong 
winds prevented the water portion of the 
event. 

The Wilson children were thrilled to 
be present at the anniversary celebration 
of their parent’s famous boating feat, even 
though Miss Canada IV would not be en-
tering the water.

“For me, it’s a dream come true, be-
cause I wasn’t born yet when [my parents] 

made the big run— I was just a gleam in 
my father’s eye— but for me, to see this, 
coming this close, makes me want to get 
that much closer. One more day, please, 
turn off the wind,” Harry Wilson said. 

Harry said that the boat has not been in 
the Picton waters for 65 years, but was out 
earlier in the week for testing.

His older brother Ernie was fortunate 
enough to ride in the craft at a young age 
with his parents.

“I’ve seen it run, and I rode in it when I 
was nine years old at 159 mph. That was fast 
in those days; that’s fast today,” Ernie said.

“It was exciting, I sat between the two 
seats up there and all I could hear was 
the roar of the engine and feel the heat 
of the engine coming through the boat, 
and nothing but a blur except straight in 
front,” he continued, saying that the two 

brothers were born with a steering wheel 
in their hands. 

According to Harry, the aim of the 
event is to kick-off bringing attention 
back to Picton, and to have boat-racing 
return to the Picton waters. Thunder on 
the Reach is a start, but the first step to 
accomplishing this goal is to get the boats 
up and running and then to have a sanc-
tioned race organized.

“But of course, the community has to 
step up, the community has to want it.,” 
Harry said. “We think it’s a piece of his-
tory that has got to be brought back and 
that’s what our intent it. But it’s the first 
step. And we’re just mad we’re not wet!

“The engine is roaring, and the motor 
is starting to really fly again.”

To see a photo of the hydroplane, go to 
page 2.

Vintage boat returns for anniversary
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Bay of Quinte federal candidates share a laugh during a debate at Loyalist College Alumni Hall last night. Candidates were asked questions by 
students and the public. Candidates for the Conservative Party and Green Party did not attend. 
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The Trent-Severn waterway hosts the Head of the Trent every year, a rowing regatta 
which sees athletes from all over Ontario compete on a stretch of water about six kilome-
tres long in early October. This year, the event took place on Oct. 3.
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Here are some favourite 
photos shot by first- and 
second-year 
photojournalism students 
in the past week, from the 
candidate’s debate last 
night at Loyalist College to 
Nuit Blanche in Toronto.

(Above, left) Women dance to a song 
as they pass by a street-performing 
drummer on the night of the Nuit 
Blanche festival last Saturday in 
Toronto.
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(Above, right) Sous Couture stands 
in the window of his art space while 
posing like Michael Jackson. Cou-
ture and his friends started a spon-
taneous dance party on the street 
below their apartment on Queen 
Street in Toronto during the night of 
Nuit Blanche.
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(Left) An early morning party over-
took a section of Queen Street  West 
during Nuit Blanche, including this 
participant. Originating in France, 
Nuit Blanche is a yearly, dusk-till-
dawn, city-wide arts festival.
Photo by Elliott Gould

The legendary Miss Canada IV sits—desperately longing— to be gliding once again over the 
waters of Picton Bay where it was brought to fame in the world’s eyes 65 years ago. The craft 
has been brought back to Picton for Thunder on the Reach, an event commemorating the 
65th anniversary of Harold and Lorna Wilson’s memorable attempt to break the world water 
speed record of 300 km/h on Oct. 3, 1950. The craft remains in its trailer because high winds 
make it unsafe to risk bringing Miss Canada IV out. Next to the mighty hydroplane stand the 
sons of Harry and Lorna Wilson, Ernie and Harry (in white).
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