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Justin Trudeau and his wife, Sophie Grégoire-Trudeau, lay their first wreath as prime minister and first lady at the National War Memorial in Ottawa on Remembrance Day, paying respect to the fallen 
soldiers who paid the ultimate price for the freedom of Canadians. For more photos on Remembrance Day ceremonies across the province, see pages 2, 3 and 4.
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(From left) Paul Izzotti and Tanya Visockis-Izzotti sweep the ice at the 10th annual Curl for Hospice at the Quinte Curl-
ing Club last Saturday. 

By Ashley Maika

The 10th annual Curl for Hospice was 
hosted by the Quinte Curling Club last 
Saturday in Belleville.

Curlers of all levels of experience were 
welcome to attend, and a quick how-to 
training session was given in the morning 
to help out the new curlers. The turnout 
had many of the tables in the lunch area 
filled, and the ice busy.

The atmosphere and chatter of those 
attending hinted that there were many re-
peat Curl for Hospice curlers present, as 
everyone spoke to each other in a friendly 
and comfortable manner, eating lunch 
crowded around the tables, with clinking 
dishes as the ambient noise.

 Many attending were also members of 
the Quinte Curling Club, like Tanya Vi-
sockis-Izzotti, who has also been partici-
pating in the Curl for Hospice for seven 
years and has been a curler for about 10 
years.

Visockis-Izzotti said she participates in 
the fundraising event for her mother and 
her friends.

“I have a few friends that are volunteers 
at Hospice, and I’ve heard what they do 
with patient care and end of life care and 
eight years ago, my mother went through 
cancer. I did engage in to Hospice, but 
the arrangements were not made in time, 
but still I knew, if my mom had survived 
a little longer, then they would have been 

there to help out.” 
Rachel Pearsall, the community rela-

tions fund development co-ordinator for 
Hospice Quinte said the organization 
provides services from Belleville to across 
Quinte West and offers bereavement sup-
port to the families and patients facing “a 
life limiting or a life altering illness”.  

The patient’s support is given to them 
wherever home is, whether is at a house, 
in a long-term care facility or at a hospital. 
Part of the hospice care also reaches past 
the patient’s passing, helping the families 
grieve after the loss of their loved ones.

Pearsall said that only 30 per cent of 
their funding comes from the govern-
ment and the other 70 per cent must be 
made up of donations. Other events to 
raise money include Pancake Breakfast 
the first Saturday of each month from 
October to April, and the Hospice Quinte 
Gala. To help with the fundraising at the 
Curl for Hospice, 50/50 tickets were sold 
and prizes like wine were available. 

Visockis-Izzotti does not know about 
how much is raised, or whether or not it is 
enough, but she said that she thinks Curl 
for Hospice is important, because some 
of the volunteers are curlers and it gives 
them a chance to raise awareness, while 
letting the community know about the 
good that they are doing,

“All of these new people that are play-
ing are reaching out to their network of 
people,” she said.

Curlers help raise money for hospice care

Taking time to honour our vets
By Phil McLachlan

As people far and wide gathered around 
the National War Memorial on the 
morning of Remembrance Day in Ot-
tawa, it was clear they were all there for 
one reason: to pay their respects to the 
men and women who bravely served this 
country, and defended it for the sake of 
our future.

Saluting soldiers stood tall and proud 
in their uniforms during the moment 
of silence. Emotional interactions be-
tween people of all ages could be seen, 
as those who gathered thanked those 
who served. 

“I’m glad I saw a lot of high school or 
first year college students here. I’m sure 

the Canadian people will always remem-
ber the people who paid the ultimate price 
for us,” said Mahmoud Batal, a military 
veteran in logistics support who served 
three terms overseas in Haiti, Kosovo/
Macedonia and Croatia/Bosnia.

“Today is special for me because it is 
the first- year I’ve brought my daughter 
with me… this is a special occasion.”

Justin Trudeau and his wife, Sophie 
Grégoire-Trudeau laid their first wreath 
as prime minister and first lady at the Na-
tional War Memorial on Remembrance 
Day, paying respect to the fallen soldiers 
who paid the ultimate price for the free-
dom of Canadians. 

General Jonathan Vance, an Afghani-
stan veteran, also laid a wreath at the Na-

tional War Memorial. Vance was recently 
appointed Chief of the Defence Staff in 
April of this year.

Governor General David Johnston 
stood by Silver Cross mother Sheila 
Anderson, saluting members of the Ca-
nadian Forces as they lead the way out 

of the National War Memorial after the 
Remembrance Day ceremonies com-
menced. Trudeau and his wife could be 
seen standing respectfully, acknowledg-
ing the saluting troops as they marched 
past. Members of the public gathered out-
side the parade area, filling the air with 
cries of “Thank-you, God bless!” as mili-
tary veterans marched by.

“We’re thinking about those that have 
gone before. We remember every day, 
but today is a specific and significant 
one where everybody comes together 
as a group to remember in their own 
way,” mentioned James Strohm, who has 
served in the Canadian Armed Forces 
for 28 years in many places in Canada as 
well as Germany and Africa.

Asked about the eminent decreasing 
number of Second World War veterans, 
Strohm had this response.

“I hope Remembrance Day doesn’t 
change all that much (without them), and 
becomes, if anything, more significant. 
We are where we are today because of 
the sacrifices that they made. Their lega-
cies live on through their children and 
through our freedom.”

For many, Remembrance Day is now 
different, but for many others, the same. 
We all share in the hardships that fol-
lowed the wars of the past, and we see 
the result of these events in our everyday 
lives. These brave men and women who 
fought for us have not only shaped our 
past, but our future as well.

‘Today is special for me 
because it is the first 
year I’ve brought my 
daughter with me… this 
is a special occasion.”
Veteran Mahmoud Batal



Page 2 · The Pioneer · Nov. 12, 2015

Remembering

Cpl. Lyly Ngo places her poppy on the 
Tomb of the Unknown Soldier after the 
Remembrance Day Ceremony at the 
National War Memorial in Ottawa.
Photo by Callum Rutherford

A number of photojournalism students 
went to the nation’s capital to shoot this 
year’s Remembrance Day ceremonies. 
Here are just some of their photographs 
capturing the poignant moments at the 
Nov. 11 event.

Members of the public pay their respects at the National 
War Memorial in Ottawa.
Photo by Andrew C. Johnson

 

(Left) General Jonathan Vance (right) shares a moment with a Second World War 
veteran before the Remembrance Day ceremonies commenced at the National 
War Memorial in Ottawa. 
Photo by Phil McLachlan

(Below) A veteran passes by spectators at the Remembrance Day ceremony on 
Elgin Street in Ottawa. The ceremony was held at the National War Memorial near 
Parliament Hill.
Photo by Lori Christmas

A solider pays his respects at the Tomb of the Unknown 
Solider during after the Remembrance Day ceremonies in 
Ottawa.
Photo by Elliott Gould

(Left) Prime Minis-
ter Justin Trudeau 
shares a moment 
with Sheila 
Anderson, the 2015 
Silver Cross Mother. 
Anderson, who lost 
her son to a roadside 
bomb in Afghanistan 
in 2007, is the first 
Silver Cross Mother 
chosen from the 
Northwest Territo-
ries.
Photo by Curtis O’Connor
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Mike Evans, right, a veteran who served with the Hastings & Prince Edward Regiment, and Clay Smith, left, a veteran who served with the Royal 
Canadian Air Force, at the Belleville Remembrance Day Ceremony.
Photo by Zachary Prong

(Right) Young 
cadets march in 
the Remembrance 
Day parade in Bel-
leville.
Photo by Noah Park

Many photojournalism students went 
to the cenotaph in Belleville to capture 
images of the local ceremony.

 A decorated veteran honours fallen comrades during the Remembrance Day ceremonies in Belleville. Hun-
dreds of people were present for the ceremony.
Photo by Hannah Lawson

(Above) A veteran bows his head after placing a wreath during Belleville’s Remembrance 
Day ceremonies.
Photo by Nino Liu

(Right) Second World War navy veteran Albert Short is helped to his feet at the conclusion 
of the Remembrance Day ceremonies in Belleville.
Photo by Emma Gardner

(Above) The Belleville Legion Branch 99 held a Remembrance 
Day event for members of the Army and their families on Nov. 
11, 2015. Captain Muehlgassner, Master Warrant Officer 
Giles, Chief Warrant Officer Poper and Honorary Col. Reid all 
came together at the Legion to take part in the event. 
Photo by Robyn Hertz

(Left) Dave Snow holds his daughter Gemma as she fixes his 
poppy while they attend the Rememberance Day ceremony 
at 
the Belleville cenotaph on Station Street, Belleville.
 Photo by Charles Vilagut
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Some photojournalism students went to Remembrance 
Day ceremonies in other parts of Ontario.

Ryan Fernandes stands vigil at the Trenton Cenotaph on the eve of Nov. 11. More than 60 cadets from Trenton and the Quinte West area held vigil at the cenotaph in 
30-minute shifts all night ahead of the Remembrance Day ceremony. The vigil at the cenotaph is the largest involvement of cadets in this part of Ontario.
Photo by Marissa Tiel

(Above) The Bowmanville Legion Pipe Band leads the parade through Bowmanville  
and past the Bowmanville Veterans’ Memorial Monument after the Remembrance Day 
ceremony on Wednesday.
Photo by Ashley Maika

(Left) Silver Cross wearers Albert Graham and Linda Learn, parents of Pte. Mark An-
thony Graham, who was killed in Afghanistan in 2006, place a wreath at the Gore Park 
Cenotaph ceremony in Hamilton.
Photo by Nakita Krucker

Sgt. Jason Boyes of 2nd Batallion, Princess Patricia’s Canadian 
Light Infantry, lays among friends at the Cataraqui Cemetery 
in Kingston. Boyes was killed by an explosive device while on 
patrol in the volatile Zangabad region in the Panjwaii district on 
March 16, 2008. Born in Lynn Lake, Manitoba, Boyes attended 
school in Napanee, Ont. before joining the PPCLI in October of 
1998.  Sgt. Boyes was the 81st Canadian soldier to be killed in 
Afghanistan.
Photo by Nick Tardif

 Young members of air cadets march past a crowd of 
civilians and veterans alike, whom had come to pay their 
respects during a Remembrance Day ceremony at the 
Trenton Cenotaph in Trenton on Nov. 11.
Photo by Marissa Tiel
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