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Lemmy Epstein, Frank Hannan and Andrea Piller carry the Hare lantern during the third annual Firelight Lantern Festival in Picton last weekend. The lantern, which is made of bamboo and bed sheets, 
was designed by event organizer Krista Dalby. 
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The Falcon running attack, led by Wayne Norris MVP recipient, Harry Robinson, attack the Panther defense as the 
Frontenac Falcons win the Kingston Area Secondary School Athletic Association (KASSAA) senior football champion-
ships 35-14 over the Regiopolis Notre-Dame Panthers in Kingston last Saturday. The Frontenac Falcons will move on to 
the OFSAA championships on Dec. 2 in Hamilton. 

By Nick Tardif

The Frontenac Falcons, led by running 
back Harry Robinson, won the 2015 
Kingston Area Secondary School Athletic 
Association AAA senior football champi-
onships on Saturday, Nov. 14.

The bleachers of LCVI secondary 
school in Kingston were overflowing with 
loyal fans who braved the near freezing 
temperatures to cheer their teams on. 

The Regiopolis Notre-Dame Panthers, 
victorious against the Frontenac Falcons 
16-15 in a nail biter earlier this season, 
discovered the Falcons to be vastly im-
proved team and a much tougher test in 
the playoffs.

“We’ve put some kids into different 
spots. I think we have more of the pieces 
in the right place compared to the first 
game of the season. So we’ve moved some 
kids around and solidified some posi-
tions, so that’s a big difference from the 
start of the season,” said Mike Doyle, head 
coach of the Frontenac Falcons during 
the pregame warm-ups.

Although both teams ended the season 
with five wins and one loss, their paths to 
the championship game were hugely dif-
ferent. 

“Our last regular season game was 
forfeited by Bay Ridge, and because we 
finished in first, we got a bye into the fi-
nals. We’ve had a three-week wait for this 
game,” said Ryan Poser, head coach of the 
Regiopolis Notre-Dame Panthers.

“Practice pace is one thing, but game 
pace is a totally different story,” said Poser.

While the Panthers hadn’t played since 
they dismantled the Ernestown Eagles 
34-0, on Oct. 22, the Falcons were battling 
it out with Holy Cross just four days ago 
on Nov. 10. 

“They got a bye going into the final, 
where we actually played a game last 
Tuesday, so we feel fairly ready to go, 
game ready,” said Doyle.

As ready as both the Falcons and the 

Panthers claimed to be, the first half was 
sloppily played and fraught with errors by 
both teams. In the last two minutes of the 
first half alone, there were five turnovers, 
two by the Falcons and three by the Pan-
thers.

The bizarre series of plays began when 
Panthers’ quarterback Quniton Auty, 
was picked off by defensive back Tristan 
Halladay. Two plays later, Falcon quar-
terback Brendan Steele, threw an inter-
ception of his own to Panthers’ defensive 
back, Anthony Rego. Rego returned the 

interception into scoring position at the 
Frontenac 20-yard line. However, on the 
very next play, Auty threw another in-
terception, this one to Devon Parris who 
was camped inside the Falcons’ end zone. 
Parris ran the interception out of the end 
zone to the Frontenac 25-yard line where 
he fumbled it, allowing Regiopolis to 
maintain possession. On the next play, 
Auty was once again intercepted in the 
end zone, this time by Halladay, making 
it Halladay’s second interception in less 
than two minutes. The first half ended 

with the Panthers leading the Falcons 7 
- 6.

Although the temperatures were hov-
ering around freezing, the Panthers chose 
to spend half-time outdoors on the field, 
in their end zone going over strategy. The 
Falcons, on the other hand, took advan-
tage of the opportunity to retreat into 
LVCI secondary school and take shelter 
from the cold. 

“I think anytime you can get kids 
warmer, they’re going to play better. It 
took us a little more time to go in and 

come back out but I think our kids just 
needed to bring their excitement level 
down a little bit, and I think that helped. 
They went in and it was real quiet and 
they seemed to come out a little more fo-
cused in the second half,” said Doyle.

That renewed focus was evident right 
from the outset of the second half. On the 
first play of the second half, the Falcons 
forced and recovered a Panther fumble. 
They followed it up with a 45-yard touch-
down pass from Steele, to Jacob Magee, 
taking the lead 13 – 7. After the ensuing 
kick-off, Falcon’s defensive back Brody 
Warren picked off another Auty pass, 
making it the fifth interception by the 
Falcons’ defense in the game so far.   

As the Panthers’ mistakes began to 
mount, the Falcons offense began to pour 
it on. With about two minutes left in the 
third quarter, the Falcons returned a punt 
from deep in their own territory. Break-
ing through sloppy arm tackles, the punt 
was returned deep into Panther territory. 
This excellent field position led to anoth-
er third-quarter touchdown for the Fal-
cons, increasing their lead to 14 points. 
As the third quarter ended, the Panthers’ 
excitement and fighting spirit from early 
on seemed all but gone.

The fourth-quarter saw the Falcons’ 
running attack, led by Harry Robinson 
take over. Robinson broke off two long 
touchdown runs of 55 and 45-yards, giv-
ing him more than two hundred all-pur-
pose yards for the game, ending any hope 
of a Panther comeback.

When the final whistle blew, it was the 
Frontenac Falcons beating the Regiopo-
lis Notre-Dame Panthers 35-14 to win 
the Rob Druce Memorial Trophy and 
advance to the OFSA finals on Dec. 2, in 
Hamilton. 

The MVP and winner of the Wayne 
Norris trophy was number 26 Harry 
Robinson of the Frontenac Falcons 
for his outstanding effort and perfor-
mance.

Frontenac Falcons move on to OFSAA final

Belleville vigil honours victims
By Hannah MacLeod

Both an event filled with excitement and 
another with sadness were held Sunday 
night in Belleville. 

Following the Santa Claus parade in 
downtown Belleville, about 200 residents 
came together for a candlelight vigil to 
honour those who died and were injured 

Friday in Paris. 
The vigil was held at the Market Square 

in downtown Belleville. Const. Todd Ben-
nett of Belleville Police Service organized 
the vigil, with help from Nicole Klein-
steuber, a Belleville news anchor, The 
Salvation Army, and the Belleville Police 
Service. 

“It is important that everyone remem-

bers this is a peaceful event,” said Klein-
steuber. “People of all religions, races and 
backgrounds were welcome and local 
politicians were asked to speak, but it was 
in no way a political event.” 

The evening began with a short intro-
duction, followed by comforting speeches 
by notable locals and a tear-jerking per-
formance of John Lennon’s song Imagine 

by Peter VanNuis. 
After one attack at the Bataclan concert 

hall on Friday, a man pulled his grand 
piano with his bicycle to the venue to play 
the same world-peace anthem. 

The candles were then lit followed by 
a moment of silence. People of all ages 
came to show their support and pay their 
respects for those lost. The vigil lasted 

about an hour, although people left at 
their own pace, some staying behind for 
a while to mourn by themselves. 

“It is important that we come together 
to support the families of victims and to 
remember all we have to be thankful for,” 
said Bennett. 

...See Vigil, page 2



Page 2 · The Pioneer · Nov. 19, 2015

When the terrorist attacks happened, 
people were going about their normal 
day, making the events relatable to many 
Canadians. A sports stadium, a concert 
hall, a McDonald’s and several cafes were 
all targeted. The Eiffel Tower has been 
closed indefinitely in an attempt to keep 
people safe and preserve the cities his-
tory.  

Over 129 people have been reported 
dead, with hundreds more injured. 89 pf 
those killed were at the Bataclan concert 
hall during a performance by American 
rock-group Eagles of Death Metal”. No 
Canadians were killed or injured during 
the attacks. 

The majority of the gunmen and sui-
cide bombers were shot or arrested on 
site, but one suspect, Belgian Abdeslam 
Salah, is being sought by French police. 

This is the worst terrorist attack in Eu-
rope since the 2004 bombings in Spain 
and is the worst attack on France since 
the Second World War. France was at-
tacked earlier this year when two broth-
ers, Said and Cherif Kouachi, forced 
their way into the offices of the French 
satirical weekly newspaper, Charlie Heb-
do in Paris, killing 12. 

All of France remains under a state 
of emergency, which will last for twelve 
days, although French president Francois 
Hollande was reported to have told par-
liament he was considering an extension 
of three months. Schools will re-open on 
Monday, Nov. 23, and flights to and from 
Paris have not been affected, although 
security checks have become more strict. 

ISIS has claimed responsibility for the 
attack, claiming one of their motives was 
because Paris, France is the capital of 
“prostitution and vice”. 

Another possible, and more reason-
able motive, could be the attack that 
France led less than a week before the 
Paris attack, directed at an oil distri-
bution centre in Syria, which was con-
trolled by ISIS. 

Cities all around the world are con-
tinuing to hold vigils and pray for Paris. 

Vigil…
Continued from Page 1

Ares Adams holds a candle during a vigil for the victims of the Paris attacks Sunday on Belleville’s Markert Square. 
Photo by Elliott Gould

(Left and right) Candles were lit to represent those who died in the Paris attacks. Const. Todd Bennett 
of Belleville Police Service organized the vigil, with help from Nicole Kleinsteuber, a Belleville news 
anchor, The Salvation Army, and the Belleville Police Service. 
Photos by Hannah MacLeod

(Above) Peter VanNuis performs John Lennon’s song of peace, Imagine, during the 
vigil Sunday night at Belleville’s Market Square.

(Right) The Salvation Army was one of the sponsors of Sunday night’s vigil. Major 
Wil Brown-Ratcliffe, corps officer/pastor of The Salvation Army Belleville Community 
Church, holds a candle for peace.

Photos by Hannah MacLeod
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 Santa makes stop in Belleville

(Left) Santa Claus comes by in his decked-out 
float Sunday, waving to excited children along 
the way.

(Bottom, left) Children and parents had a blast 
on Sunday at the Santa Claus parade that 
made its way downtown.

(Bottom, right) Crowd favourites minions 
joined in the fun.
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Santa Claus calls out greetings and best wishes to the hundreds of children lining the streets during Sunday’s Santa Claus parade in Belleville. Eyes lit up when Santa made his entrance.
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