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FEAT mentors (from left) Roshnii Lal and Matt Frangella help Maya, age 10, with her homework. Maya’s father is currently serving time in prison. 
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 Irma Chambers (left) volunteers at Loyalist College, The Salvation Army, and the Open Door Cafe. Helping her is Com-
munity Living Belleville and Area worker Cheryl Jordan-Burns.

By Zachary Prong

Ten-year-old Rayshwan’s father is cur-
rently behind bars, a reality that can leave 
him feeling angry and sad.

But thanks to a unique opportunity,  
Rayshawn meets once a week with other 
kids going through the same ordeal, an 
opportunity that reminds him he’s not 
alone.

“It’s fun coming here every week. I get 
to see my friends and we can play and 

talk,” said Rayshawn.
Rayshawn is one of about a dozen kids 

who meet at the Franklin Horner Com-
munity Centre in Toronto every Tuesday 
to participate in an after-school program 
organized by the non-profit  Foster-
ing, Empowering, Advocating Together 
(FEAT), an organization that works with 
children who have one or more parents in 
prison.

“A lot of the kids are depressed, they are 
hurt, and some of them externalize that 
pain and act out towards others. We try 
to help them deal with what they’re going 
through,” said Jessica Reid, who founded 
the organization with her father Derek in 
2011.

At FEAT’s program, of which there are 
two in the GTA, kids can engage in the 
arts, play games and sports, learn how to 

cook, get help with their homework and 
share their feelings about what they’re go-
ing through.

The program is staffed by volunteer 
student mentors. Many of of them are 
students in Humber’s community and 
justice services program or Ryerson stu-
dents studying criminology and child 
psychology.

“I’m so impressed with these kids. 
On the exterior, some of them can put 
on this tough character and act out, but 
when they open up and you learn about 
what they have to deal with on a regular 
basis, you really feel for them. You real-
ize they’re just kids going through some 
really difficult times,” said Matt Frangella, 
a student in the community and justice 
services program.

Across Canada, there are approximate-

ly 180,000 children who deal with paren-
tal incarceration but FEAT is the only 
hands-on program in the country that 
works with these children.

“These kids are at a high risk of drug 
use and gang involvement, and studies 
have shown that children who have a par-
ent behind bars are four times more likely 
to end up in prison themselves,” said Jes-
sica.

Derek Reid, FEAT’s co-founder, said 
securing funding is their biggest chal-
lenge.

“It’s a constant struggle. Since we don’t 
receive government funding, we have 
to constantly secure new project-based 
funding to make sure we can keep the 
program running.”

In addition to the after-school pro-
gram, FEAT runs a prison visitation 

program for the children and their fam-
ilies. Many of the families don’t have ac-
cess to their own vehicle and wouldn’t 
be able to visit their loved ones other-
wise.

“Maintaining contact is important for 
both the child and the parent. It gives 
them security and helps them with their 
self-esteem, and for the parent, it can pro-
vide hope,” said Jessica.

Jessica and Derek are currently pre-
paring to expand FEAT to other cities 
across the country but say it could still 
be several years before they are able to 
do so.

“Working with these kids and their 
families helps break the perpetuating 
circle of crime. It’s in the best interest of 
our communities to not forget these kids,” 
said Jessica. 

By Shawna Petersen

People with intellectual disabilities are 
getting support to help them become pro-
ductive members of the community.

Community Living Belleville and Area 
is an agency that supports them, whether 
they choose to live in the community, in a 
supported community home, or an inde-
pendent living setting. The organization 
supports people in 20 different locations 
in the Belleville area.

The workers and volunteers at Com-
munity Living Belleville and Area strive 
to fulfill the wishes of the people that they 
support. They help them achieve their 
goals, and have a typical life just like any-
body else. 

Cheryl Jordan-Burns, an employee of 
Community Living Belleville and Area, 
supports a woman named Irma Cham-
bers.

“I was always drawn to helping people, 
and what better way… what a gift of a job 
to help somebody’s dreams come true, 
to help somebody have a better life,” said 
Jordan-Burns.

Chambers stays active by volunteering 
at Loyalist College, the Salvation Army 
and the Open Door Café.

Some of Chambers’ work includes  
wiping down the tables in the cafeteria at 
Loyalist, and volunteering in the Warm 
Room from November until March with 
the Salvation Army she volunteers in the 
Warm Room from November till March. 
The Warm Room provides the commu-
nity with a warm place to stay and grab 
a bite to eat.

Chambers also took on another posi-
tion with The Salvation Army as well 
where she works in the food bank. And 

Chambers also helps out at the Open 
Door Café at Eastminster United Church 
where she serves hot lunches to people in 
need and helps clean up afterwards.

 Jordan-Burns said the people she sup-
ports on a daily basis are fearless. 

“When they go out into the commu-
nity, they don’t have any preconceived no-
tions about how we should do something, 
so they go into something with a whole 

heart and lots of enthusiasm and we can 
all learn a lesson from that.

“They don’t see the barriers, they just see 
there’s something that they would like to do, 
so let’s do it! I learn from that every day.”

Jordan-Burns is a developmental ser-
vice worker at Community Living and has 
worked there for over 30 years.

“We really strive to get to the bottom 
of what somebody really wants, and what 

would help them have the best life pos-
sible and then we really try to make that 
happen,” said Jordan-Burns.

Community Living Belleville and Area 
originally started out as Ontario Home 
for Mentally Retarded Infants. Over the 
years. it evolved into Plainfield Children’s 
Home, Plainfield Community Homes and 
then finally, Community Living Belleville 
and Area in 2011.

“We did the name change because we 
weren’t just in Plainfield, Ont. Anymore. 
We wanted to be associated with the com-
munity and community living is a won-
derful thing to be associated with,” said 
Jordan-Burns.

Jordan-Burns studied developmental 
services worker at Loyalist College. She 
said it is extremely important to continue 
your education as you go along like hav-
ing all of the extras which include, CPR, 
CPI, first aid, defensive driving, etc.

 “You don’t ever want to be stale. You 
always want to know what’s out there and 
to always keep yourself informed about 
what’s going on.”

There are a vast number of volunteers 
who help out and who vary in age groups. 
Some people who have worked at Com-
munity Living Belleville and Area who 
have retired come back after their retire-
ment to volunteer. she explained.

“My favourite part about working here 
is definitely the people that I support. Ev-
eryday is rewarding and this sounds kind 
of hokey, but it feeds my soul. I don’t work 
in a factory, I don’t work on a line, I ac-
tually have the privilege of helping some-
body achieve their goals and dreams in 
life,” said Jordan-Burns.

Jordan-Burns looks at the people she 
supports as friends. She invites them into 
her home, and takes them out to events. 
This is not just a job to her.

“Community Living Belleville and 
Area is an amazing place to work. It re-
ally strives to give people the tools they 
need to do the things that people might 
not have thought that they were capable 
of doing, but we don’t see it like that. The 
way we see it is… what do we need to do 
to make it happen,” said Jordan-Burns. 

Helping support children in need
After-school program
helps kids with
parents in prison
in Toronto

Assistance offered to help with a satisfying life
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 Rev. Charles G. Robinette speaks in tongues at the Pentecostals of Quinte Church in Belleville last Sunday. Pentecostals regard 
speaking in tongues as a sign of genuine faith. The Pentecostals of Quinte provides various social services such as a drug-reha-
bilitation program and a food bank. 
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With approximately 35,000 people join-
ing its ranks every day, the Pentecos-
tal Church is by far the fastest growing 
church in the world. In 1980 approxi-
mately six per cent of the world’s Chris-
tian population was Pentecostal; today 
the percentage stands at approximately 25 
per cent.

In Canada, where regular church at-
tendance across most denominations 
has been in steep decline, the Pentecostal 
Church has been thriving. Pentecostals 
say they believe they are returning Chris-
tianity to a pure and simple form of the 
faith and advocate a direct personal rela-
tionship with god. They seek to be “filled 
with the holy spirit” which reveals itself 
through speaking in tongues, healing and 
the fulfillment of biblical prophecy.

In Belleville, the Pentecostals of Quinte 
has approximately 200 members in its 
congregation. Of these members, a signif-
icant portion consists of immigrants from 
Africa, Asia and Latin America, the larg-
est number coming from China. In 2007, 
a Chinese ministry was formed to serve 
the Chinese members. They have since 
baptized more than 40 people. 

Led by Paul Li, the Chinese Pentecos-
tal community consists almost entirely 
of first-generation immigrants. At their 
weekly bible study groups and monthly 
Chinese services, this close-knit commu-
nity comes together to preach and study 
the Gospel,  offer advice, pray for one an-
other and perform healing ceremonies for 
anyone suffering an illness, both minor 
and serious. 

(Above, left) From left, Hui Li and Paul Li,  members of the Chinese congregation at the 
Pentecostals of Quinte. pray during a Sunday service.

(Above, right) A healing service at a weekly Bible study group. Bertha Wu, centre, had been suf-
fering from stomach pain.

(Right)  Members of the the Chinese congregation at the Pentecostals of Quinte participate in a 
healing service.

Peter Wang, centre, prays at the Pentecostals of Quinte Church in Belleville. With a growing number of immigrants among its members, a Chinese ministry was formed to serve its 
members.

A religious revival
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A Centennial Charger sits with his head in 
his hands after a defeat by the Quinte Saints 
during the Bay of Quinte high school foot-
ball finals last Saturday.
Photo by Elliott Gould

Melissa Shumka is a visual artist who uses her body as a canvas. After six 
hours of makeup and molding herself into a very realistic zombie, Shumka 
was ready for her Halloween debut last Saturday.
Photo by Nakita Krucker

(Above) Hundreds of models, aestheticians and fashioni-
stas converge on Toronto annually to see the newest Ca-
nadian and international styles on display during Fashion 
Week earlier this month.
Photo by Andrew C. Johnson

(Right) A local resident fishes in the Moira River. The river is 
rich in salmon as they travel against the current to lay eggs. 
Photo by Noah Park

(Below, left) Belleville resident Nicole Hutley reads in quiet 
contemplation while waiting for the bus Tuesday after-
noon. Hutley, a fan of mystery novels, was reading one of 
her favourites, Death Before Wicket.
Photo by Curtis O’Connor

(Below, right) A portrait of Rayshawn, 11, whose father 
is currently in prison. Approximately 180,000 children in 
Canada have one or more parents in prison. The majority of 
these children have no support network that can deal with 
the unique challenges they face. For story, see page 1.
Photo by Zachary Prong

First and second-year photojournal-
ism students captured some moments 
around the province, including a 
behind-the-scene look at Fashion week 
to a painful football loss for Centennial 
Secondary School last Saturday.
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