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Sonali Bhangu, 18, is an international student at Loyalist College. This is her first time away from her home in Punjab, 
India. “There are better options for jobs and families here. They get an oppurtunity to see this beautiful world, heaven.” 

Photo by Noah Park

Loraine Cheer, a local apple grower and the owner of Cheer Farms, gives an apple to the kids who came to Brighton’s Applefest. Cheer Farms is one of the few apple growing farms that are left in the 
area. Applefest, Brighton’s biggest annual event, was originally started to celebrate its identity as an apple growing area and to generate some business for the local apple growers. Over the years, it 
has transitioned into a more diverse festival hosting many shows unrelated to apples. 

By Noah Park

Thousands of people, with their fami-
lies and loved ones, filled up downtown 
Brighton on the weekend as it celebrated 
its biggest event of the year, Applefest. 
Over 150 vendors who set up across four 
blocks on Main Street provided a wide 
variety of entertainment for the large 
crowds that attended.

Brighton, a small Ontario town known 
to be big apple growing country, started 
the annual event 42 years ago and since 
then, Applefest has evolved into a huge 
fun fair that attracts a large number of en-
tertainment seekers from neighbouring 
communities.

But despite the history behind its right-
fully earned name and its mayor proudly 
wearing his apple-patterned necktie dur-
ing the parade, the lack of an “apple pres-

ence” on Main Street was quite noticeable.
“There’s really only about 10 apple 

growers in the area now compared to 
probably 20, even maybe more, years 
ago,” said Loraine Cheer, a local apple 
grower and the owner of Cheer Farms 
just outside of Brighton, from under her 
30-feet long apple tent.

Cheer started to participate in Apple-
fest 20 years ago with just a five-foot 
booth.

Although the number of smaller scale 
apple orchards in the area have been in 
decline because of what growers and local 
officials say is strong competition from 
foreign farms and corporate farms, the 
family run Cheer Farms has managed to 
stay in business by expanding its line of 
products into more than just apples.

Cheer, who was raised in a farm family, 
got into the apple business 22 years ago 

with her husband Dave, who studied ag-
riculture and had experience in the indus-
try. They bought an apple orchard from 
an acquaintance. 

“We bought in when people were get-
ting out,” said Cheer, explaining the trend 
at the time. Many children of apple grow-
ers did not want to take over after seeing 
how difficult it was to maintain an or-
chard, she explained.

Halfway into the 22 years, the local or-
chard grew into a big farm of 150 acres 
with about 15 part-time workers. 

“We’ve had our ups and downs and that 
all depends on the weather,” said Cheer, 
recalling last year’s hail and frost, which 
led to a poor apple crop.

However, this year has been very good 
for the Cheers.

“It’s a bumper crop, believe it or not, 
even without the rain. We have an awe-

some crop. It’s huge.”
Applefest has been great for the Cheers 

over the years and they usually sell “bins 
and bins and bins.”

“It’s a good gig.”
However, for the local apple growers, 

the annual event is more than just a busi-
ness opportunity.

“Applefest is really important because it 
brings everybody back to their hometown 
roots.”

Dan Buchanan, a local historian and 
a retired computer engineer, agrees that 
Brighton’s biggest festival of the year has 
more meaning to it than its original pur-
pose.  

“I see people here that I went to school 
with. It’s partly that. And what they did 
over the last few years is that they have 
added other events,” said Buchanan, 
pointing to the car shows, strongmen 

competitions and other extra attractions 
unrelated to apples.

The Brighton native argues that Apple-
fest is going in the right direction to up-
date and to cater to the growing popular-
ity among bigger cities of these kinds of 
small community events.

“Moving into a more diverse festival is 
appropriate for the modern age because 
people from all walks of life just want to 
be entertained.”

Although he notices the decreasing 
apple presence at the festival, Buchanan 
believes Applefest will keep its original 
identity.

“This area is still known as apple grow-
ing country. It’s what we identify with. I 
think there will be a hue and cry from the 
community if anything about that was 
changed.”

By Emily Kertcher

When September comes around, there 
is one thing that pops into the minds of 
young Canadians across the country. The 
start of a new school year. 

For many post-secondary students, 
it is a massive change in their lives. 
Many are starting a new chapter in 
their education careers and in new 
schools away from their hometowns.

But what some students here in Can-
ada might take for granted is that they 
are still here in their home country. For 
many new students coming to Loyalist 
College, it is their first time in Canada, 
in a new country, far away from their 
families and home. 

For international students at Loyalist, 
excitement runs high among them. It is 
a huge transition period, settling in to a 
new home, starting a new education and 
trying to immerse themselves into a new 
culture. Many who landed here at the end 
of August right before the start of school, 
have all come across the globe to Bel-
leville.

“It’s my dream to arrive here. I was 
excited to see my college first because I 
wanted to open my books,” says Manpreet 
Kaur, 19, who has come here from Moga, 
Punjab, India.

One thing that these students said in 
common about coming to Canada was 
that there was a large leeway for growth 
here. Loyalist especially, they said, was 
filled with many studies that would be 
practical for their education and future 
jobs. 

Sonali Bhangu, 18, who is taking 
biotechnology and is in her first year, 
explained that it was important not 

only for her, but also her family that 
she came to Canada for post-second-
ary education. Coming to Loyalist, 

Bhangu says, gave her the opportunity 
to learn more on her favourite subject, 
biology.

“It’s important for me. I will learn 
many things from a higher study. My ca-
reer has increased here and I have more 
opportunities for jobs.”

She says she hopes to be able to immi-
grate and settle here and is hopeful about 
that idea.

“There are better options for jobs and 
families. They get an opportunity to see 
this beautiful world, heaven.”   

Many of the international students 
from India have come to Belleville with 
the idea that they are coming for the “Ca-
nadian dream.”

Harshdeep Singh here came from Lud-
hiana, Punjab, India for that reason. He 
says Canada is his dream country. His 
family sent him to study abroad because 
for them, it meant that he would have 
a greater chance at success. For Singh, 
though, he also came to Canada because 
he wants to become a singer. That comes 
down again to having a wider range of 
opportunities for these students for their 
dreams and futures.

Having a new set of eyes to observe 
this place we live in, helps many Cana-
dians learn we should not take living in 
Canada for granted. The new interna-
tional students from India agree that not 
only are the people from here good in 
nature but they know how to co-operate 
with each other along with our sense of 
community. 

Singh commented on his new home, 
“Our way of living has improved here. 
The rules and regulations of traffic are 
also better here. I haven’t even heard the 
car horn once!”   

Visitors enjoy sweet taste of Applefest

International students adjust to new life in Canada
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6 Squadron Ro-
meo Flight sprints 
to its second 
event at the Royal 
Military College 
obstacle course in 
Kingston.
Photo by Andrew Ryan

(Above) Twelve teams representing the 12 flights at the college complete 
the challenging obstacles scattered throughout the campus each year in 
hopes of finishing with the fastest time. 
Photo by Vanessa Tignanelli

(Left) Keating Teft surfaces after crawling under and through the water at 
the RMC obstacle course in Kingston.
Photo by Andrew Ryan

 (Above) First-year cadets of 6 Squadron Romeo Flight (l-r) Colin Bond, Alexander Tooley, Alexandra Pa-
quette, William Campbell, and Michelle Evans at the Royal Military College line up to take the plunge into 
the cold muddy waters at the annual obstacle course. 
Photo by Vanessa Tignanelli

(Left) Members of the 6 Squadron Romeo Flight help each other climb the wall at the RMC Obstacle Course 
in Kingston.
Photo by Andrew Ryan

The winning colour is MUD
By Vanessa Tignanelli

“Fear the Deer!” shouted the cadets 
of 12 Squadron Frasier Flight, as 
they raced to their next station at the 
annual Royal Military College obsta-
cle course last Saturday in Kingston. 

Every year, RMC cadets dress 
in the colours of their flight, their 
cheers and team spirit, sometimes 
named for wildlife, not only marking 
competition between the 12 squad-
rons of the college, but the official 

end of the first-year orientation pro-
gram. Needless to say, the colours 
were indistinguishable before long.

Together the new cadets struggle 
to reach the top of muddy hills, 
dodge cold water sprayed at power-
ful speeds in an attempt to slow them 
down, carry heavy jerry cans through 
bog water and smoke-filled tunnels, 
then lunge each other over high 
walls, and carry their wounded from 
station to station. Though it pushes 
the cadets to their physical limits, it 
focuses most on building the neces-
sary teamwork skills required of the 
Canadian Armed Forces.

It is a tradition that dates back to 
1917. Only when they have complet-

ed the obstacle course are the first-
year cadets officially recognized as 
members of the RMC. 

“After four weeks of fairly grueling 
physical training, inspections, team 
building, obstacle training, etc., the 
obstacle course is the last test for the 
first years before they join the rest of 
the cadet wing, “ said Deputy Cadet 
Flight Leader Liam Mercer.

“It’s very important to them as 
well as the staff, as we spend a lot of 
time training them for this.”

The next morning, the first 
years would go on to receive their 
RMC brass cap badges on parade 
and become fully integrated into 
the college. 

Annual obstacle course
a rewarding welcome
to RMC first-year cadets
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