
Vol. 49 · Issue #2

Thursday, Oct. 6, 2016
Loyalist College · Belleville, ON · Canada

Photojournalism Program Edition

Photo by Chris Donovan

Laura Ryan, 30, who currently resides in Belleville while her husband attends Loyalist College, is making sure to vote 
in next month’s election in the United States.

By Chris Donovan

A Belleville resident is so determined to 
stop the potential presidency of Donald 
Trump, she will be voting from Canada. 

Laura Ryan, 30, will be voting in her 
fourth American presidential election 
Nov. 8, but for the first time, she will be 
voting from outside the country. 

Ryan moved to Belleville in mid-Sep-
tember to join her husband who began 
attending Loyalist College. 

“It’s very important to me that I vote 
in November because this is no ordinary 
election,” said Ryan.

The current presidential election has 
gripped the United States and the world. 
Trump, the former reality television star 
and real estate mogul, is representing the 
Republican Party, pitted against former 
secretary of state, senator and first lady, 
Hillary Clinton. 

Despite living in Korea for several 
years, Ryan has always been in the United 
States during presidential elections. 

She is not alone. In the last presidential 
election, which elected Barack Obama for 
his second term, there was an estimated 
one million Americans living in Canada 
who were eligible to vote, according to 
The Ottawa Citizen. 

Ryan will be voting with an absentee 
ballot through email. 

“So many Americans live outside of the 
U.S. that the absentee ballots are sort of 
just common knowledge,” said Ryan, add-
ing that many soldiers also vote through 
email while deployed around the world. 

She will receive an electronic ballot and 
must return it via email within the week. 
She also has the option of printing the 
ballot and physically mailing it. 

Ryan said the only difference between 
voting in person or from her current 
home in Canada is that she must agree 
to terms which indicate her ballot is not 
anonymous.

She said the American election affects 
her no matter where she lives. 

“As a U.S. citizen, I always have to pay 
income taxes to the American govern-
ment. This election will also greatly affect 
my family, who all live in Missouri,” she 
said. 

Ryan grew up in a predominately 
white, middle-class neighbourhood near 
St. Louis, Missouri, and said the current 
presidential race has divided her commu-
nity and family. 

“I’m very nervous for the outcome,” 
she said. “The extreme right-wing 
views that have been put forward dur-
ing this election cycle could affect my 
family in a very negative way,” she said, 
referring specifically to tax cuts to the 
ultra-rich, which have been put for-

ward by Trump. 
“I think everybody is nervous during 

this election because the candidates are 
so extremely different from each other 
that no matter what side you agree with, 
the alternative looks very unattractive,” 
she said. 

Ryan said in her experience, sup-
porters of Trump are nervous that if 
Clinton is elected, the country will see 
eight more years of the Obama admin-
istration. She said Clinton supporters 
are worried that if Trump is elected, the 
country will have a “racist and hateful” 
reputation abroad. 

“It’s becoming more acceptable to 
discriminate and be hateful,” said Ryan, 
citing the short-lived ban on burkinis, a 
bathing suit that covers the whole body of 
a Muslim woman, in Cannes, France. “If 
Trump becomes president, I’m worried 
we will continue down that path.”

She said the political polarization that 
is taking place in her hometown has 
reached as far as her dinner table.

“My grandmother comes from a gen-
eration where you didn’t have to work all 
that hard to get a good job with a pension. 
She’s a privileged white woman living in 
a well-to-do area full of other privileged 
white women,” said Ryan of her grand-
mother, who originally supported Trump. 

“She told me she was going to vote for 
him, and she asked my opinion,” said 
Ryan. 

Ryan said she gets “boisterous and pas-
sionate,” when she meets supporters of 
Trump. 

“I just don’t understand how people 
can vote for someone who incites violence 
against other citizens,” she said of Trump, 
who has been known for asking his audi-
ence to be “really rough” with hecklers. 

Ryan said her grandmother changed 
her mind and began supporting Clinton 
after a phone conversation with Ryan’s fa-
ther, although that also caused tension in 
the family. 

“My aunt also tore into my grandmoth-
er when she decided to support Clinton 
instead,” she said. 

Although Ryan is an adamant support-
er of Clinton, she has seen financial frus-
trations in Missouri lead voters toward 
something completely different than the 
norm. 

She mentioned Chinese investment as 
one reason she sees relatives and neigh-
bours leaning toward the Republican 
nominee. 

“We see it happening in Canada too,” 
she said. “Chinese investment drives real-
estate prices so high in places like Van-
couver that people can’t buy a house in 
their hometown. That can be really frus-
trating.”

U.S. voter wants to be heard

By Kael Doomernik

It was a blistering hot day on June 1, 2016. 
Adam Scriber, 27, and his brother Brian, 
34, were on a small road trip through Ca-
nadian Forces Base Trenton. 

They were travelling near the base’s 
housing, or PMQs, because of Brian’s de-
sire to join the military. The informal tour 
was quickly thrown askew when Scriber 
spotted some small, but steadily growing 
flames crawling up the front left corner of 
a house on Godfrey Street.  In a matter 
of seconds, the fire began to grow wild.  
Scriber pulled out his phone and called 
911 to report it. 

“I didn’t know the address at the time. 
They told me it was okay – I was the sixth 
caller,” explains Scriber, a third-year child 
and youth care student at Loyalist.

Brian went around to the back of the 
house to help rescue the animals inside, 
while Scriber stayed to help keep spectators 
away from the fire until firefighters came.

“I remember the smell of the smoke. It 
clogged up my lungs and made me cough. 
Mixed with the hot air, it was a terrible 
awful odour –like firewood mixed with 
wet dog hair,” Scriber described. 

Though increasingly concerned for 
his brother, Scriber stayed in front of the 
house at a safe distance to make sure no 
one else interfered. Scriber recalls only a 
few people helped him keep the specta-
tors back. 

“I heard sirens – it didn’t take long for 
them to get there,” Scriber recalled.

Military personnel and firefighters 
were on the scene within a few minutes, 
but Scriber waited for his brother, not 
knowing what had happened to him for 
another agonizing 45 minutes. 

“I kept thinking, ‘Come on. Where are 
you? Where are you?’ And as time went 
by, the flames were getting worse and 
higher and I was afraid of an explosion,” 
Scriber remembered. “I didn’t want to 
explain to mom why she was one child 
short.” 

Unbeknownst to Scriber, his brother 
was helping calm down the animals be-

hind the house. Scriber was relieved to 
see his brother was alive and well. They 
stayed until their statements were taken 
and went home after they felt that their 
jobs had been done. 

After eating dinner, they decided to 
head back to Godfrey Street to see if the 
owners were okay. 

Scriber was also called back to write hand-
written witness statements at the fire hall. 

“My brother and I have always been 
close,” Scriber recalls. “I think we have 
more respect for each other now.” 

Scriber and his brother received a 
Wing Commanders’ Commendation 
Award from CFB Trenton last week for 
their selfless actions. They aided the fire-
fighters, resulting in no injuries or loss of 
life which may have occurred if neither of 
them were on the scene at the time. 
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 Adam Scriber received a Wing Commanders’ Commendation Award from CFB 
Trenton for calling 911 on June 1 to report a fire. 

By Assad Sharifi

This is the amazing story of Chinook 
salmon, scientifically known as On-
corhynchus tshawytscha. Chinook salmon 
have many unique names: King, black-
mouth, quinnat, and chub, being just a 
few of them.
  According to the Fisheries and Oceans 
Canada’s website, “Chinook are also 
known as “spring” salmon because they 
return to some rivers earlier than other 
Pacific salmon species.” The same source 
farther explains, “Chinook salmon is the 
largest of Pacific salmon species, with 
the current record at 57.7 kilograms (126 
pounds).”

Contrary to popular belief that Chi-
nook salmon are not indigenous to Lake 
Ontario, it is both a true and false state-
ment. Lake Ontario did have an indige-
nous Atlantic salmon population until the 
late 19th century, which is now classified 
as extinct. 

Due to human interference, Atlantic 
salmon were the first Great Lakes popula-
tion to disappear. However, the Chinook 
salmon were introduced to Ontario wa-
ters in 1875 to 1882 and in 1919 to 1925 
instead. Today, Chinook salmon is a fa-
vourite fish of Ontario anglers. 

A salmon run is one of nature’s mar-
vels in Ontario. In late September to early 
October, many of Lake Ontario’s arteries 
host Chinook salmon forcing their bod-
ies upstream through the roaring waters. 
One of the rivers that hosts these fascinat-
ing journeys is Ganaraska, which snakes 
its way through the small town of Port 
Hope. 

During the salmon run, avid anglers 
from Quebec, and even Kenora, Ont. 
come to Ganaraska hoping to hook a 
catch of a lifetime. One such angler is 
Erin Jolicoeur from Sioux Lookout, Ont. 
Jolicoeur is a professional fishing guide 

in Sioux Lookout and has come to fish in 
Ganaraska River. 

“The salmon in Ganaraskwa is abso-
lutely out of this world and I will not miss 
it for anything,” said Jolicoeur. 

The adult salmon return to the same 
place were they were spawned and their 
offspring will return to the exact same 
spot. It is one of science’s greatest myster-
ies. No one knows how these sea creatures 
know the location of their birth and why 
they return to the exact same location. 
Once the adults decide to go upstream, 
they do not eat any food for weeks. Hun-
gry and exhausted, they wiggle their tails 
and power through the ladders toward 
their perspective destinations.  

Some are stronger than others, some 
smarter than others; the stronger jump 
through the ladders and get upstream 
into the calm waters, while the weaker 
try to swim through the cascades. The 
smarter ones find a less rigid chute, 
while the not-so-smart ones struggle 
against the strong downpour of rigid 
water. Along the way, many of them 
perish from exhaustion and hunger, 
while others swallow the sharp baits of 
anglers. 

Along this tiring journey, their bodies 
are bruised and cut by hard rocks and 
sharp stones. This year’s journey is partic-
ularly painful and harsh, because the wa-
ter level is so low that in some instances, 
half of their bodies remain above water.  
The salmon run is fascinating to observe 
-- only the stronger and the smarter ones 
survive and make it to their breeding 
ground. Upon arrival to their destina-
tion, they connect with a female; nestle 
in unison, and affectionately tap their 
tails against each other. They literally die 
so their offspring can continue the same 
painful journey of love, affection and de-
sire for survival.

...For photos, see page 2

Selfless act of heroism
Brothers receive
commendation awards
at CFB Trenton

‘My brother and I have 
always been close. I 
think we have more 
respect for each other 
now.’
Adam Scriber

Chinook salmon
make spring journey
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 The Ganaraska Salmon run is an annual event that brings hundreds of tourists and anglers to Port Hope. 
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(Top, left, and bottom, right) Erin Jolicoeur  is a professional 
fishing guide in Sioux Lookout  Ont. who  comes to fish in 
Ganaraska River. “The Salmon in the Ganarska is absolutely 
out of this world and I will not miss it for anything.” 

(Above, left) A Chinook Salmon flies over a ladder in the 
Ganaraska river.

(Above, right) The Ganaraska River is replete with Chinook 
Salmon.  Tourists enjoy the spectacle while anglers aim for a 
meaty catch. 
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 Brent Stratton drifts his modified Nissan 24SX through the last corner at the Hallow-bash 2016 drift event at Shannonville Motorsport Park on Oct. 1.
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Zack Winhold tops off the radiator in his ‘92 Nissan 240SX  with water 
instead of coolant after a morning of heavy drifting and putting tremen-
dous strain on the vehicle. 

(Above) A Lexus IS300 fills another car’s windshield with tire smoke at Shannonville Motors-
ports Park on Saturday.

(Right)  Zack Winhold balances his drift angle mid-corner.
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(Above) Zack Winhold switches his front tires with his back after finding he 
had no front grip at Shannonville Motorsports Park.
Photo by Andrew Ryan

(Left) Spectators watch as cars speed by the grand stand at the Hallow-
bash 2016 drifting event held at Shannonville Motorsport Park.
Photo by Yader Guzman

By Andrew Ryan

“Slide Junkies” from all over Canada 
congregated at the Shannonville Motor-
sports Park, east  of Belleville, on Sat-
urday for the last drift event of the year.  
The annual October meet-up, dubbed 
Hallow-bash, is a friendly, non-compet-
itive gathering drawing drivers from as 
far away as Alberta. Drivers mark the oc-
casion by flying decorative zombie-arms, 
ghouls, and ghosts from the backs of their 
cars. 

 Saturday morning’s crisp air was punc-

tuated by the roar of unmuzzled V-8’s 
coming to life in light-weight, built-to-
be-lateral machines. By 9:30 a.m., drivers 
were sideways in plumes of tire smoke, 
screeching by the grandstands. 

 Hallow-bash saw the likes of Brent 
Stratton, the 2016 Canadian Sport Com-
pact Series champion, and his green Nis-
san 240SX make an appearance. Stratton 
won the Drift series by a mere 10 points 
over his closest competitor in the CSCS. 
But Hallow-bash wasn’t an event exclu-
sive to professional drivers. 

 Zack Winhold trucked his imported, 

home-built Japanese market Nissan S14 
to the circuit. When I first spoke with 
him outside of his RV and trailer, his 
front tires had lost all functional grip and 
were being sentenced to the rear axel.  
Drifting cars around a circuit is done by 
applying the engine’s horsepower and 
torque to the rear wheels, all while balanc-
ing the car’s slide angle with steering and 
throttle modulation. Controlled chaos.   
When slipping on my helmet to do a few 
laps with Winhold, a friend of his asked 
how much I valued my own life; I smirked 
and slung myself in through the left-side 

passenger window. The engine control 
unit’s wiring was conveniently strewn 
-underfoot and Winhold informed me of 
his broken finger as he fired up the engine. 
Once on track, he manipulated the car 
with skill, clutch-kicking and counter-
steering around the apexes. Once, at 
turn two, being a little overzealous on 
corner entry the rear tires dipped into 
the dirt sliding us off of the asphalt.  
After four laps, I could feel a large amount 
radiating from the transmission. Winhold 
threw up his arms and told me it doesn’t 
take long to overheat and pitted the car 

for recovery. 
Though Winhold actually had his wal-

let stolen sometime over the weekend, 
he jumped at the opportunity to lend his 
tools to a passing vehicle in need. Drift 
is a sport of self-development. You do 
not technically compete head-to-head. 
Your laps are judged for style and tech-
nical flare, not unlike figure skating. 
 Generally, competitors want to see as 
many people compete as possible. Donat-
ing supplies to help a fellow driver is com-
mon, the and the whole festival’s vibe is is 
very communal. 

‘Slide Junkies’ gear up one last time




