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John Shaw-Rimmington, a master drystone waller, works on the foundation of the Farley Mowat boat-roofed house on the northern banks of Ganaraska 
River, across from Port Hope library. Organizers hope to draw hundreds of Mowat readers and drystone walling enthusiasts to attend the ceremony. Shaw-
Rimmington is not only a world-renowned drystone waller. He is also an avid teacher and educator. 

By Assad Sharifi

At the first glance, stones seem dead 
and inanimate. In all honesty, not many 
of us ever think of the usefulness of 
stones anymore. Europeans in general, 
but Scottish, Irish and English societies 
in particular, had mastered stone ma-
sonry ages ago. 

According to the U.K. website British 
Express, “The roots of drystone walling 
as a method of enclosing fields lie at 
least as far back as the Iron Age.” 

While English farmers used stones to 
enclose their farms and grazing lands, 
others erected monuments of signifi-
cant majesty and historical value. The 
Egyptians built the pyramids, and the 
Mayans, magnificent temples. In the 
ancient world, stone was an important 
ingredient of construction.

Ontario does not have such a stone 
walling tradition and there are not sig-
nificant stone structures in this prov-
ince. However, that is about to change. 

John Shaw-Rimmington of Port Hope 
is the president of Dry Stone Waller As-
sociation of Canada, or DSWAC, and 
an avid stone waller. To Shaw-Rim-
mington, drystone walling is an art and 
method of environmental safety.

Drystone walling does not require 
any mortar to hold it together. Only 
cleverly woven stones hold walls, arches 
and myriads of other structures to-
gether. Shaw-Rimmington now teaches 
Canadians how to build drystone walls. 
He holds regular workshops all over the 
country. 

With completely grey hair and rough, 
sun-dried skin, Shaw-Rimmington re-
sembles the stones he works with. He 
and the stones are both ancient yet 
gracefully at peace with their environ-
ment. 

At first glance, Shaw-Rimmington 
seems a very ordinary man. He is usu-
ally rugged, unkempt, dusty and hard 
at work, but just like his stones, there is 
a mysterious weight to him. He thinks 
with his hands and sees with his heart. 
Whenever he speaks about stones, a 
joyous spark dances in his glittering 
eyes. Shaw-Rimmington has interna-
tional following and trans-Atlantic con-
nections with other avid stone wallers. 

Shaw-Rimmington’s latest adven-
ture was the creation of “Farley Mowat 
boat roofed house,” on the northern 

bank of the mighty Ganaraska River, 
across from the beautiful Port Hope 
library. 

Many professional stone wallers from 
around the world came to Port Hope to 
participate in the commemoration of 

the boathouse on the municipal prop-
erty. 

The festival also drew hundreds 
of spectators from many parts of the 
country. Ironically, Farley Mowat was 
born in Belleville, but died in Port 

Hope. 
According to the Canadian Encyclo-

pedia, Mowat, is an Order of Canada 
recipient, environmentalist and activist, 
who was born on May 12, 1921 in Bel-
leville and died on May 6, 2014 in Port 

Hope. Mowat is one of Canada’s most 
widely read authors, and his books have 
been translated into 52 languages and 
have sold more than 17 million copies 
around the world, according to the en-
cyclopedia.

Drystone walling as an art form

City pumped to welcome Senators
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Doreen Guimont sits under the Belleville Senators tent outside the Mackay Arena at the Quinte Sport & Wellness 
Centre. 

Stone waller 
teaches art form
at workshops
across the country

Many fans show support
by putting deposit down
for right to buy
season tickets

By Rebecca Juby

A month after the announcement that 
the Ottawa Senators will move their 
American Hockey League team to Bel-
leville for the 2017-2018 season, city res-
idents are still buzzing with excitement 
over the news.

“It was fantastic news,” said Rob Gold-
en, a spokesman and founder of the group 
Bring Back The Bulls.

Golden has been a Belleville Bulls 
fan since they were the Bobcats, and his 
family was a billet family for a player for 
a year. 

“I kind of expected it because the in-
vestor group had asked for our documen-
tation about a year ago. What was surpris-
ing is that it was going to take four to five 
years to get pro hockey back here, but we 
did it in under two,” Golden said about 
his first reaction.

Support for this new team has been 
huge with many people showing support 
by putting in a $100 deposit to reserve the 
right to purchase season tickets. Some 
even dressed up as Bulls and Sens players 
for Halloween.

Golden has been a frontrunner in 
building support for the Belleville Sena-
tors, making a Facebook Page that has al-
most 3,000 likes. Golden hopes that peo-
ple have learned from the mistakes made 
before with the Belleville Bulls.

“With better marketing, better promo-
tion and good ticket prices, we’re hoping 
that everybody will be able to come out 
and watch the team play,” Golden said. 

“The amount of support is amazing 

and it shows that Belleville is and always 
has been a hockey town,” said Doreen 
Guimont, a representative of the Bel-
leville Senators.

 The day it was officially announced 
that the AHL would move to Belleville, 
the city had signed off on a $20.5 million 
renovation to the Yardmen Arena. The 
improvements will add additional seats 
to bring the seating up to 4,400, update 
concessions, create a NHL standard ice 
surface, new dressing rooms, accessibility 
on all three levels, a new score clock and 
new sound systems. This has some in Bel-
leville worried about how much taxpayers 
are going to have to suffer. One man even 
wrote a letter to the editor in The Intel-
ligencer expressing his concern on what 
was happening. 

“I think getting the AHL team is fan-
tastic, but what was behind my letter 
is that I didn’t think the AHL was not a 
great thing, it was what Belleville possibly 
had to give up financially,” Gary David-
son said.

Davidson also expressed his concern 
about the lack of information he feels the 
public has received about the details of 
this expansion project.

“I sent an appeal to the ministry who 
governs it. If they are sitting down to do a 
deal, they would have known from square 
one that we need to answer the taxpayers. 
It all should have been done,” Davidson 
said. 

With all this excitement about the Bel-
leville Senators, some people are starting 
to wonder if this is the death of the Bulls 
in Belleville. Golden said he believes that 
this is not true.

“I don’t believe the Belleville Bulls will 
ever be dead. That’s something that will 
live on with everyone in this community. 
The Bulls page will stay up and I will still 
profile ex-Bulls. We’ll keep those memo-
ries alive,” Golden said.
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David Reeve was married 
to Maryon Reeve for 60 
years. Two years ago she 
passed away and now 
David spends his time 
in Princess Gardens, a 
retirement community in 
Peterbough, where at 78, 
he is the youngest resident. 
He has fond memories of 
his beloved wife of 60 years 
and misses her dearly. He 
attributes the longevity of 
their marriage directly to 
God and spirituality.  

(Above) Clarence and Barb O’Marling of Peterborough got married when they were 19 and 
18. They have been married for 66 years. They attribute the longevity of their marriage to 
their faith and acceptance of each other. When Clarence complained that he has no hair left, 
Betty promptly responded: “I didn’t married you for your hair. I married you for your heart.”

(Left) John and Reni Bertelink of Bellevillehave been married for 50 years and are still deeply 
in love with one another. They attribute the longevity of their marriage to their faith and 
God. According to these lovebirds, forgiveness and communication are the cornerstones of 
every relationship. As John puts it, “give the other person a chance to speak their mind and 
all will be well.” 

(Above, left) Joan and Gordon Freeman of Peterbourgh have been married for 66 years. Joan 
is an avid gardener, while Gordon make handcrafts for children. They attribute the longevity 
of their marriage to understanding each other, patience, forgiveness and knowing the Lord. 
Joan cooks, while Gordon secretly feeds the wildlife from their living room window.

 Bill and Jean Chamberlain have been married for 71 years. They do not have a grandson, which means the Chamberlain 
name will not be passed on. Bill joked they should plan to have another son who will continue the family lineage. When 
asked about the impossibility of such a birth at age 92,  he said  “Abraham did it.”

The secrets to a long marriage

Story and Photos by Assad Sharifi

n Canada, marriage is a legally rec-
ognized union between two people, 
either heterosexuals or homosexu-

als. People get married hoping to create 
a home, family and long-lasting part-
nerships. Most people of the Christian 
faith who tie the knot proclaim their 
vows on the altar saying, “For better, 
for worse, for richer, for poor, in sick-
ness and in health, until death do us 
part.” Why is it that many couples end 
up in divorce and many others stay to 
the end? What are the major causes of 
divorce and who is staying to the end? 

According to Feldstein Family Law 
Groups based in Markham Ont., there 
are 70,000 divorces in Canada annu-
ally and 33 per cent of first marriages 
end in divorce. While the causes of di-
vorce could be anything from infidel-
ity, financial problems, abuse and so 
on, what causes some couples to stay 
together despite the same hardship? I 
photographed some couples who have 
been married between 50 to 70 years 
and asked them all the same question. 
What is the secret of longevity to your 
marriage?

Joan and Gordon Freeman of Pe-
terbourough have been married for 66 
years. They were 18 and 17 years old 
when they met and married when Joan 
turned 18. Joan is an avid gardener and 
a super great grandmother. In a sense, 
she is the centre of gravity that holds 
her extended family together. They at-
tribute the longevity of their marriage 
to understanding, patience, forgive-
ness and knowing the Lord. Although 
Gordon has a plaque in his bedroom 
that says, “yes dear,” he attributes the 

true success of their marriage to Joan’s 
patience and forgiving character. “I do 
not know how Joan puts up with me 
all these years, but she did, and I am 
grateful for it,” says Freeman. 

Clarence and Barb O’Marling, 85 
and 84, got married when he was 19 
and she was 18 and have been married 
for 66 years. Deeply religious and tra-
ditional, they have unwavering love for 
each other. They are aged, but youth-
ful, serious but respectful, and above 
all, they have held on to each other 
through life’s good and bad. They at-
tribute the longevity of their marriage 
to their faith and acceptance of each 
other. While Clarence complained that 
he has no hair left, Barb promptly re-
sponded: “I didn’t marry you for your 
hair. I married you for your heart.” 
They still have steep love for one other. 

One of the couples who should be 
recognized for their love and affection 
are Bill and Jean Chamberlain, 94 and 
93, of Belleville. Married for 71 years, 
they both have an astonishing sense of 
humour and timeless love for one an-
other. In a sense, like the two sides of 
a coin, they truly complete each other. 
“We don’t have a grandson which 
means the name Chamberlain will not 
continue into the future,” Chamberlain 
said to his wife. “We should make an-
other baby boy,” he continued. “It is im-
possible to have a baby at our age,” said 
Jean. “Abraham did it!” Bill responded. 

Interacting with these octogenar-
ians was a truly enlightening experi-
ence, where loyalty, patience, forgive-
ness, love and acceptance glittered in 
every wrinkle of their faces, and the 
dryness of their hands revealed the 
unity of efforts throughout their lives.  
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