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By Martine Foubert

Imagine, Design and Create was painted 
on the canvas outside the door at the Art 
and Design Foundations annual art ex-
hibit on Friday, at Loyalist College. 

This is the first year that students are 
showcased in the exhibit. In previous 
years, the work of the Quinte Arts Coun-
cil members was represented. The first-
year students compile a body of work 
from various second-year programs. Ani-
mation, architecture and radio are some 
of the mediums represented in the show. 

“We were here from 10 a.m. until 4 
p.m. before opening night moving the 
walls, putting things up, making sure 
they’re level,” said Aaron Rose, the acting 
coordinator of the art and design founda-

tions program at Loyalist College.
Students as well as faculty worked to-

gether to build the show from start to fin-
ish. However, it took a great deal of time 
outside classes to achieve the final prod-
uct. 

This exhibit is the result of a class 
taught in the first semester, curatorial 
practices. Students from this class learn 
the steps from imagining and marketing, 
to creating a gallery. It is one of the many 
skills students learn from the art and de-
sign foundations program. 

“In terms of the program, it’s a foun-
dational program. Students are exposed 
to a variety of artistic techniques. Then 
they can discover where their skills and 
interests are. This program can take them 
to continuing their learning or they can 
go out into the industry,” said Kathleen 

Bazkur, Dean, Schools of Media, Arts 
+ Design and Continuing Education at 
Loyalist College.

Tall grey walls are platforms for many 
different mediums of work. There is clear-
ly a flow and an ease to the gallery. The 
students worked very hard to achieve a 
look of perfect simplicity, not only setting 
the physical platforms up, but spreading 
the word on the media platforms. 

“We want people to focus on the work,” 
said Rose. 

The program co-ordinator explains 
that a great deal of work goes into making 
this physically happen. It takes so many 
components so students are split into two 
groups, the marketing group and the ex-
hibition group. The exhibition team is re-
sponsible for the nuts and bolts. The day 
of, putting stuff on the walls, when the 

work is delivered, matching names with 
the art, etc. The marketing team, mean-
while, does poster design work, advertis-
ing and informing the student body.

Students from various program partici-
pate in the show. They’re asked to show 
their work from start to finish. There are 
sketches paired with finished products to 
help viewers understand the process. This 
is why the theme, Imagine, Design and 
Create was chosen for the show. 

“This is a lovely amalgam of a variety 
of media, stills drawings, designs, anima-
tion, video, and so on. There is also the 
BRET signal audio feed at the exhibit. It is 
interesting to think that art does exist in 
that diversity,” said Bazkur. 

“I’m always intrigued by the spark 
that started the thought, the formative 
work that was done, the exploration, the 

doodling, choosing the colour palette, 
everything that leads up to it. I’m just as 
intrigued by that as I am by the finished 
piece. I think it sheds a light not only on 
the work that students do but the pro-
cess,” she added.

This exhibit proves to students that 
the process is just, if not more, important 
than the finished product, especially in 
college setting. Most students can relate 
to the continuous reworking and remod-
eling of their work. 

“If you imagine one thing and it doesn’t 
happen you can be disappointed. You 
have to recognize all the things that hap-
pened to get you to where you were, and 
understand the success of it. They can ap-
ply that anywhere in their lives, not just 
to their art work. They can apply that to 
life,” said Rose. 

Art and design students showcase work

By Liam Smyth

It is 9 a.m. on a clear Monday morn-
ing in Belleville, and there is a herd of 
young families making their way to 
Keegan Parkway down by the water, 
because there is a train scheduled to be 
making an unusual stop in 15 minutes. 
The smell of hot chocolate and sounds of 
old Christmas songs fill the air as a train 
covered in Christmas lights comes to a 
slow stop. 

It’s the CP Holiday Train, right on 
schedule.

For the 18th year in a row, the CP train 
was back in Belleville to once again raise 
money, food and awareness for local food 
banks and food shelves across Canada. 

The festivities began with Santa Claus 
making an appearance to raise the spir-
its of the children who attended, while 
handing out candy and posing for photos. 
Closely behind, making sure Santa was on 
his best behavior was his wife, Mrs. Claus.

As the morning moved on, one of the 
coaches on the trains began to open up 
to a view of every kid’s dream band set-
up – and out walked the band the Odds. 
The band began to play some of their hits 
to the young crowd and received quite a 
warm welcome. 

As the band begun to rock out in full 
swing, they were abruptly interrupted by 
Katharine Schmidt, a spokesperson on 
behalf of Food Banks Canada who gave 
a heartwarming speech, ending, by her 
proudly stating to the crowd, “Thank 
you everyone who came out today and 
donated. We are proud to announce that 
through our partnership with CP over the 
years. we have been able to raise up to 12 
million dollars to date!” 

With a huge applause following the 
announcement, the band went on to 
play another song, but once again were 
stopped briefly to have another surprise 

guest make an appearance. Out came 
a man in a Santa Claus hat and a brand 
new Belleville Senators jersey to match 
-- Mayor Taso Christopher. Christopher 
then began chucking frisbees into the live 
crowd and graciously thanked everyone 
who came out for the morning to support 
a great cause and listen to some great live 
music.

As the Odds finished their set. they 
were quickly joined by an individual who 
is quite well-known in the country scene 
throughout the country. Headliner Dallas 
Smith finally made his appearance and 
the crowd showed their appreciation by 
cheering at the top of their lungs, and fol-
lowed that up by singing word for word 
with Smith. 

Smith finished his set and the band 
bowed to the crowd for a last time. The 
coach was once again covered up. How-
ever, the Belleville fans refused to stop 
applauding and continued to show their 
gratitude even while the lit-up CP train 
slowly rolled on to its next stop, until it 
was no longer visible. 

By Gracie Postma

Belleville held its annual Santa Claus pa-
rade in November with a total of 85 floats 
made and hosted by various local busi-
nesses and organizations. 

One of these businesses was the Nice 
Ice Baby ice cream company. The people 
on the float were dressed as sparkling ice 
cream cones and were excitedly dancing 
to keep warm while they waited for the 
parade to begin in the fairgrounds.   

Nicole Brown, who was dressed as one 
of the ice cream cones, happily went on to 
described her enthusiasm about the holi-
days and it being sparked by the parade. 

“I love the food and the decorations and just 
everything!... This will be one of many Bel-
leville Santa Claus parades I have attended.”

The year had a few twists, including a 
new route to accommodate the larger size 
of the parade that has been steadily growing. 

Organizer Bill Saunders, a member of 
the Belleville Chamber of Commerce, said 
they outgrew the starting location.

“We needed a larger and safer assembly 
area for the parade. The parade has out-
grown the area behind Quinte Secondary 
School. The fairgrounds represented a 
much better option,” he said.

“We also wanted to use Front Street to 
highlight the improvements made to the 
streetscape and show off all of the deco-
rations and lighting erected by the down-
town merchants. It created a very festive 
atmosphere.”

There were other challenges this year 
posed as well with a windy snowstorm 
happening throughout both the setup 
and march of the parade itself. This made 
the large attendance of parade-goers even 
more impressive to the organizers. 

“We were very pleased with the atten-
dance, both on the floats and along the 
parade route, especially given the weather. 
It would have been very easy for people to 
just stay home.”
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Rebecca Brook, one of the art and design foundations exhibition’s most prominent artists, explains her work. The show’s theme, Imagine, Design, and Create gave artists the chance to show the pro-
cess behind the product. Teaching them that the journey is just as important as the destination. 
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Belleville Mayor Taso Christopher throws frisbees into the air during the CP Holiday Train’s stop in town. The CP train 
has been coming to Belleville for 18 years, raising money across the country for Canada’s food banks. 

All aboard for Canada’s food banks Santa pays
early visit


