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Pete Jarvis performed during the Shorelines Casino Belleville opening. The heavily anticipated entertainment spot will hold 450 slots and 18 gaming tables. For more photos, see page 6.

By Noah Park

Hundreds gathered at the new Shorelines 
Casino Belleville on Bell Boulevard last 
Wednesday for its heavily anticipated de-
but. 

The eager crowd formed a thick line 
from the door as early as an hour before 
the official door opening, and near the 
opening at 6 p.m., the line stretched all 
the way to the Marriott Hotel next door. 

The excitement was shared among the 
people waiting. One woman in line told 
those nearby that she would be there until 

midnight.
Kinda Hancock, a resident of Picton, 

was among the thrilled patrons.
“I’m very excited. I’ve only been about 

four times to a casino, both in Gananoque 
and Peterborough,” said Hancock. She 
added that she will visit more often now 
that the travel time has reduced signifi-
cantly.

Shorelines Casino Belleville, the first 
casino to open in Ontario since 2006, has 
450 slot machines, as well as 18 live table 
games. 

Also, with a big buffet area served via 

a state-of-the-art kitchen, a bar and a 
lounge, the casino has “everything under 
one roof for the residents in Belleville and 
beyond,” said Ron Urquhart, the general 
manager of the new casino.

One of the major aspects of the over-
all excitement was what is being seen as 
the economic boost for the area by local 
leaders.

“A lot of people have waited a long time 
not just because of the games and the 
entertainment factor of it but from the 
municipal side of thing, there’s a major 
economic boost from various sources, not 

just from the city share, which should be 
in the millions of dollars annually, which 
will help offset infrastructure costs, but 
300 jobs speak for itself,” said Coun. Jack 
Miller who believes the casino is a win-
win situation.

The MP of Bay of Quinte, a former 
mayor of Belleville, Neil Ellis expressed 
his excitement with the new development 
which will attract people into the area and 
he hoped to see the community get ac-
tively behind it.

“I know Gananoque has close to a 
million visitors. So this place should hit 

around a million visitors a year. Now it’s 
up to us, as leaders, merchants and en-
trepreneurs, to figure out how we can get 
those people to stay,” said Ellis.

Miller also anticipated benefits to Loy-
alist College students through this devel-
opment.

“Many students have already landed 
jobs here and in many cases are looking 
at part-time jobs that will fit into a college 
student’s week.” 

...See Opening, page 6

Viva Belle-Vegas

By Lori Christmas

Last Thursday, Prime Minister Justin 
Trudeau visited Belleville’s Empire The-
atre for a question-and-answer-style town 
hall. The meeting was part of the ongoing 
taxpayer funded cross Canada, campaign 
style tour, meant to connect with Cana-
dians. 

“Being able to come out and spend an 
evening with you is essential to keeping 
connected with the important job that 
you all sent me to Ottawa to do,” Trudeau 
said in his opening remarks to the audi-
ence at the Empire Theatre. 

Despite entering the theatre nearly half 
an hour late, Trudeau was greeted by a 
roar of applause from those attending. 

Issues raised by audience members, 
from teenagers to seniors, ranged from 
animal rights to Canadian-American re-
lations and Bill C51 and included ques-
tions regarding mental health, veterans, 
small business owners, agriculture, im-
migration, drug coverage, and the Site C 
Dam in British Columbia. 

Early on in the town hall meeting, a 
small business owner had concerns about 
what the government was doing for him. 

Trudeau reassured the man by saying, 
“That’s at the heart of what we got elected 
for. We need to turn around growth in 
this country. We put forward a plan to 
grow the middle class. What we did, right 
off the bat, was lower taxes on the middle 
class and raise them on the wealthiest 
one per cent. We did that as of January 1, 
2016.”

A teenage girl stood up to ask the PM 
about the kinds of support youth have, re-
garding mental health. 

“Thank you for your courage,” Trudeau 
responded.

“We know that addressing mental 
health is hugely important for families, 

for individuals, for schools and it’s also 
very important for our economy.”

Trudeau then referenced his mother’s 
work for lessening the stigma surround-

ing mental illness.
“If I wasn’t an advocate for mental 

health, I wouldn’t be my mother’s son 
and I am proud to be my mother’s son,” 

he said. 
Centreing in on an issue that has affect-

ed many people in the area, a drought that 
has run wells dry, a Stirling woman asked 

how it was ethical for Canada to be invest-
ing in the oil industry and fossil fuels. 

Trudeau answered her question by 
stating that Canada needs to become a 
leader in developing solutions and creat-
ing technology that reduce pollution and 
that move the world towards renewable 
energy. 

This process has begun by “putting for-
ward a national price on carbon pollution 
that every single province is going to have 
to take on and that will allow us to move 
towards those Paris climate commitments 
that we made,” Trudeau said. 

When a young man stood up and asked 
the prime minister about how the Don-
ald Trump presidency was going to affect 
Canadian-American relations, the crowd 
erupted in applause. 

Despite their concerns, Trudeau en-
couraged the audience that he was, “never 
going to shy away from standing up for 
what I believe in. Whether it’s proclaim-
ing loudly to the world that I am a femi-
nist, or that Muslim Canadians are an es-
sential part of the success of our country 
today and into the future.

“We will work with him in a thought-
ful and constructive way,” Trudeau says of 
President-Elect Trump. 

As the town hall neared a close, the last 
question was regarding Bill C51 and ter-
rorism. 

Trudeau stated that the balance be-
tween the government keeping Cana-
dians safe and respecting our rights and 
freedoms is difficult to achieve but is what 
they are aiming to do. 

“We’re creating a committee of parlia-
mentarians who will be people from all 
different parties empowered to look and 
see everything our intelligence agencies 
and our police agencies are doing in the 
name of keeping us safe,” Trudeau said. 

...See Trudeau, page 7 

Photo by Yader Guzman

Prime Minister Justin Trudeau takes questions from the audience during a town hall at the Empire Theatre. The PM 
is on a cross country tour to reconnect with Canadians after a controversial first year in office. For more photos and 
story, see page 2 and 7.

Trudeau makes stop in Belleville
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By Assad Sharifi

Prime Minster Trudeau visited Peterbor-
ough on Friday and held a casual town 
hall meeting at the Evinrude Centre. 

While many people got the chance 
to question him about pipelines, rising 
hydro costs, mental health and carbon 
taxes, others did not get the chance to ask 

their questions.
Zohal Moradi, a Toronto-based lawyer 

kept her hand raised in the air the whole 
time the prime minister was in the room, 
but she did not get a chance to ask her 
question.

“The fact that we are congregating 
here, in a safe place, with the leader of our 
country, asking questions in an open en-
vironment is a privilege that in my moth-
erland, Afghanistan, this kind of gather-
ings will never happen,” said Moradi, her 
voice quivering with emotions. 

Moradi was not the only one with ques-
tions and comments. There were many 

others in the room who had questions for 
the prime minister.

Mejgan Lashkari, a master’s student 
and assistant teacher at Queen’s Univer-
sity, also had a question, but did not get 
picked by Trudeau.

“With refugees coming to Canada from 
many countries of the world, including 
Afghanistan and Syria, what mechanisms 
are in place to welcome them, make them 
feel safe, and prove to them that they are 
part of us,” Lashkari was going to ask the 
prime minister. 

Meanwhile, outside the hall, some 
people braved the cold weather to protest 

the state of justice in Canada, regarding 
family laws. 

Holding a square sign in both hands, 
Ryan Black of Peterborough seemed vis-
ibly angry and disappointed in the coun-
try’s family courts. 

“I am here to protest against the family 
courts system. Canada’s justice system is 
not justice, it is violence against individu-
als,” said Black. 

Random citizens at the venue grilled 
the prime minister over rising hydro bills, 
helicopter ride he took in the Bahamas 
with Aga Khan Foundation, and water 
crisis at native reserves.

The questions were not vetted prior to 
his arrival.

Kathy Katula, 54, from Buckhorn emo-
tionally pleaded with Trudeau over her 
hydro bill. 

“I feel like you have failed me,” said 
Katula.

Trudeau responded by hinting that 
hydro was not a federal government 
problem; the province was in charge of 
some matters.

“It will be up to the government of On-
tario to ensure that you are not penalized. 
I’m trusting they will do that,” responded 
Trudeau. 

Photo by Assad Sharifi

Kathy Katula asks a question about her hydro bill costs from Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau during his visit to Peterborough.
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Yardmen Arena will finally be getting its much needed renovations. The Ottawa Senators’ AHL farm team, the Binghamton Senators, will soon be calling the 
rink its new home. Yardmen Arena used to be home to the Belleville Bulls until last season when the team moved to Hamilton after decades in Belleville. 

Not everyone gets chance to ask questions
Prime minister grilled
about variety of issues
at Peterborough venue

By Liam Smyth

After first opening its doors in 1978, Bel-
leville’s Yardmen Arena is now getting a 
much needed facelift. 

The former home of the Belleville Bulls 
will only have to go two seasons without 
having a home team as the Binghamton 
Senators, AHL farm team for the Ottawa 
Senators, will be moving in to start the 
2017-18 season.

Construction is now in full swing and 
the entrance to the arena is off limits with 
a 24-hour live steam being hosted by the 
Senators.

Some of the updates that will be added 
to Yardmen to be ready for the 17-18 sea-
son will be, a total expansion of seats that 
will go to 4,400 from the current 3,217. 
There will be 450 premium seats, an NHL 
standard rink, glass and board systems, 
expanded and renovated home team 
dressing room, upgraded concourses, 
corporate suites and club suites, among 
other many other new additions. 

This will be the first time that the city 
of Belleville will be the home to a profes-
sional sports team.

As of today, the Binghamton Senators 
sit in 11th place in the Eastern Confer-
ence with 35 points, after playing 38 
games. Some of the key Senators who 
Belleville fans can look forward to watch-
ing play next season are youngsters like 
Phil Varone, Nick Paul and Jason Akeson 
among the franchise’s other up-and com-
ing future stars. 

Vice-president of the Senators, Roger 
Lajoie recently gave an update about the 
Senators coming here, stating that at the 
completion of renovations, ticket options 
and prices will be unveiled. Lajoie said 
that 2,000 people have put down depos-
its to be season ticket holders. He also 
stated that owner Eugene Melnyk will be 
making an appearance in Belleville as he 

will be a guest speaker at the 2017 Pond 
Hockey Classic dinner. 

The team has stated that they are also 
in the midst of hiring new staff, on-and 
off-the ice and that a new logo is still cur-
rently being created and will soon be un-

veiled when the time is appropriate. 
With all of Belleville in high spirits 

about being just months away from hav-
ing hockey back in their city, there are still 
some worries from citizens. 

  Colin Bain, a 20-year-old Belleville 

resident, said he has a mixed opinion 
about the Senators coming here. 

“I think it’s good to have another hock-
ey team come to Belleville. We definitely 
need it to help bring the community mo-
rale up. But at the same time, I think the 

money could have also gone into some-
thing else like fixing up some of the build-
ings downtown or some of the roads. But 
regardless, I’ll be there on home nights 
and can’t wait to see what they do to the 
old barn.”

Yardmen finally gets a facelift
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Arenda Brown tries on a dress at the Quinte bridal show while her supporters looked on.

By Kael Doomernik

A beautiful winter Sunday afternoon 
laid the carpet for the ninth annual 
Quinte Bridal Show.

The parking lot was so tightly 
packed it resembled a game of Tetris 
in front of St. Theresa’s secondary 
school. Excited brides of all ages and 
their supporters attended what was, 
for many, their first bridal show. 

A welcoming committee at the 
front of the school showed the guests 
where to go and allowed them to buy 
tickets for the dress showings.

The school’s theatre had been 
turned into a dress shop. White thin 
material with swirl patterns was 
tapped onto the hardwood floor and 
large black curtains draped the back 
of the booths as change rooms.

The brides and their supporters 
enthusiastically made their rounds. 
The vendors were quite excited as 
well.

“I help brides find their wed-
ding dress,” enthused Liz Cesareo, 
owner of the wedding dress store All 
Dressed in White.  “It’s all home-

based, just like Say Yes to the Dress, 
so brides don’t have to compete for 
dresses or mirrors.”

The dresses in the booth were all 
50 per cent off, a first for All Dressed 
in White.

Arenda Brown, age 23, is cur-
rently a teacher at Kinder Learning 
Centre, and is a graduate of Loyalist 
College.

“I’ve been with my boyfriend for 
just over two years,” Brown smiled, 
while examining her dress in the 
mirror.

The heart-shaped tattoo on her 
shoulder reading Forever always was 
covered by the gossamer threads of 
her veil.

While her mother fussed with the 
hems of her dress, Britni Barton, 25, 
managed to find her dream dress in 
the sale.

“It’s perfect!” Barton gleamed, 
showing a photo of her in a stun-
ning white dress standing beside her 
proud mother.

“Dan and I have been together for 
just over two years now,” Barton ex-
plained. “He proposed in August.” 

  The school’s gymnasium was 
completely packed with vendors and 
elated guests. The excitement in the 
room transferred like electricity. No 
one could help but smile on a day 
that’s a pivotal moment in many 
brides’ lives. 

Photo by Lori Christmas

 Director Louise Ford leads the Belleville chapter of the Shout Sister Choir in song at St. Matthew’s United Church during their weekly Wednesday practice. The Belleville Shout Sister Choir has been 
running for over two years.  There is no need to audition or read music and it is completely non-judgemental. 

By Lori Christmas

Are you a woman in Belleville and 
looking for a mid-week pick-me-up? 
Look no further than to the Shout Sis-
ter Choir. 

There is a reason so many women 
choose to make this choir a part of 
their week. Even if you have never 
sung before or have no idea how to 
read notes, this choir has an open-door 
policy. There is no need to audition or 
read music and it is completely non-

judgemental.
Louise Ford, the director of the 

Belleville chapter of the Shout Sis-
ter choir, says she loves coming out 
and practising with the choir every 
Wednesday because of the accepting 
community. 

“Everybody is welcome and it does 
nothing but make people feel good. 
There is a real sisterhood here,” she 
says. 

Miriam Kearney, a member of the 
choir, says she also likes the tight-knit 
atmosphere the choir has.

“I like meeting with people. It ex-
tends my social circle,” Kearney says. 

There is a real benefit to an all-fe-
male choir. In addition to the unique 
sound the choir produces, it also cre-
ates a bond like no other. 

Another member, Mary Haddock, 

has been in the choir for two years. She 
says this choir is unlike other choirs 
because of the all-woman aspect. 

“There is camaraderie, commonal-
ity, and no politics,” Haddock says. 

As they begin their practice on 
Wednesday at St. Matthew’s United 
Church, Ford exclaims, “Everybody get 
ready to rock ‘n’ roll!”

The Shout Sister Choir sings a vari-
ety of genres of music including rock, 
Motown, pop, and blues. They begin 
by doing vocal warmups and massag-
ing their faces. 

The women are chatting, smil-
ing, and laughing right until it comes 
time to sing. While they practise their 
songs, they dance and clap. 

“We’re a happy bunch! It’s all good,” 
Ford says. 

“It’s so much fun and it’s really good 

for the soul to sing. Everybody is get-
ting so much pleasure from learning,” 
she says on the break halfway through 
the practice. 

Ford is a musician and a music 
teacher and has been playing piano 
and other instruments since she was a 
young girl. 

Georgette Fry started the first Shout 
Sister Choir in Kingston in 2002. Now 
the choir has grown to 23 different 
chapters in Ontario run by 12 different 
directors. The Belleville chapter is just 
over two years old.

The Belleville Shout Sister Choir 
performs a few times a year. They re-
cently sang at the Tree Lighting Cer-
emony at Jane Forrester Park. They 
have also done more than one concert 
to raise funds for Syrian refugees in the 
community and for various women’s 

shelters including Three Oaks in Bel-
leville. 

On top of supporting the commu-
nity and having a good time, the choir 
also allows its members to escape from 
reality every week, which is sometimes 
needed in the hustle and bustle of ev-
eryday life.

“When you’re singing, you forget 
about everything else. It is a stress re-
liever,” Haddock says. 

Ford agrees and says the choir 
“seems to add something really impor-
tant to a person’s week.”

The choir is open to woman of all 
ages and new members are always wel-
come. 

As they finish up their set, they sing 
The Pretenders song, Hymn to Her: 
“And she will always carry on. Some-
thing is lost, something is found.”

Women share their love of music

By Liam Smyth

With a population under 2,000 people, 
you could definitely call Wellington, 
Ont., a small town hockey market. But 
despite the small number of people 
residing in the small Prince Edward 
County community, there is a fan base 
that is the heart and soul of their local 
Junior A hockey team, the Wellington 

Dukes.
As the Dukes come into their 40th 

game of the season, they see them-
selves sitting in sixth place in the 
North East Conference with 46 points. 
And having established one of the 
hardest home arenas to lose in, as Es-
sroc Arena has become a nightmare 
for visiting teams to play in because 
of the great consistent turn out from 
the local fans. 

To show their respect for their fan 
base and to give back to the commu-
nity, the Dukes held a meet and greet 
and autograph signing on Jan. 14 at 
the local Belleville Nissan car dealer-
ship. 

With the entire building swarming 
with dark blue Dukes jerseys, there 

was only one thing missing: the fans.
Despite the poor turnout, there was 

a fun mood throughout the building 
as the players took the off day as a 
time to joke around with their team-
mates and coaching staff, and when 
asked about the no-show by fans, they 
didn’t seem to be bothered too much, 
implying that as long as they show up 
when it’s game time then that’s when it 
really matters most. 

Dukes forward Brett Schaefer said 
he, like his teammates, enjoys playing 
in such a small community. 

“Getting to play in such a great rink 
and knowing that on any given night 
you can expect to have at least 500 

seats filled, it’s a great feeling to have. 
Knowing that you have an entire com-
munity behind you is not something 
that I would have expected coming 
here and it makes you want to win just 
as much for yourself and your team-
mates, as it does the fans.” Schaefer 
said.

As the season begins to wind down 
and moves into the post season, the 
Dukes will be looking to have a deep 
play-off run. With home ice providing 
such an upper hand come post season, 
you can expect a late season push for 
home ice from the Dukes and they will 
need all the help they can get from 
their amazing fan support. 

Vendors provide
lots of choice 
to help in organizing
that special moment

Show helps brides start planning for big day

No auditions required
as all welcome
to this mid-week
singing session

Wellington a small town with a big hockey heart
Fans offer support
at Dukes games
to cheer on 
their team

‘Getting to play in such 
a great rink and know-
ing that on any given 
night you can expect to 
have at least 500 seats 
filled, it’s a great feeling 
to have.’
Dukes forward Brett Schaefer
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Adam Tilley, 25, is the owner of The Brake Room, Belleville’s only café and bike shop. The independent café takes craft coffee and mixes it with bike sales and repairs. 

By Vivian Tabar

For a town with a population of around 
50,000 people, one shopping mall and 
now one casino, Belleville does have 
a lot of bike shops. But what it doesn’t 
have is a bike shop/café – or at least it 
didn’t, until now.

Located on the outskirts of down-
town Belleville, The Brake Room takes 
an unconventional twist on a tried and 
tested business line in the city. With 
three bike shops already up in the small 
downtown strip, this spot adds to the 
fabric by integrating bike repairs and 
coffee or rather coffee and bike repairs, 
depending on how you want to look at 
it. 

For Adam Tilley, 25, owner of The 
Brake Room, integrating coffee with 
bikes was a natural fix to a seasonal di-
lemma – how do you attract customers 
to a bike store in the winter? 

“It’s something that cures the (low 
traffic in) winter but brings people in 
here every day,” said Tilley, from behind 
his coffee counter.

The Brake Room opened last May, 
but Tilley’s first dreams of it stems back 
to 2010. Born and raised in Stirling, 
Ont., Tilley moved to Toronto briefly 
before deciding to relocate to Belleville 
in 2010. It was just around that time 
when he became inspired by craft coffee 
and the growing trend in outdoor ad-
venture as a retail market. 

“They say you buy a house, buy an 

education or buy a business,” said Til-
ley, while discussing young business 
owners. It was his combined interest in 
fine coffee, cycling and outdoor adven-
ture that led to his first business venture 
in Belleville.

The Brake Room has the charm of a 
big city, independent café, with an in-

dustrial feel. Located in a converted 
old car garage, the structure retains the 
original large garage doors and high 
ceilings. This space attracts both bike 
enthusiasts and coffee aficionados. 

Patrons include both regulars and 
newbies. Tilley seems to know many 
customers by name and has memorized 
their orders.

Siting in the midst of bikes, laptop 
junkies, students and nearby employees 
on their lunch break, they all frequent 
the space with soulful hip hop playing in 
the background. Aside from coffee and 
tea, The Brake Room serves up healthy 
food options like nut bars infused with 
dates and dishes like edamame and 
chickpea salad. The shop also sells bikes 
and bike accessories, including helmets 

and baskets, and does bike repairs. 
But for Tilley, the creativity has been 

in trying to develop new ways to use the 
space to keep people coming in, beyond 
just coffee and bikes. 

His aim is to also make it a commu-
nity and cultural hub. For example, on 
Wednesdays, The Brake Room offers 
yoga classes. 

“People are moving out of the city. A 
lot of them have an expectation of what 
a city can provide,” said Tilley.

His overall aim is to maintain an open 
and welcoming space, “(w)here people 
feel comfortable being themselves and 
talking to people like themselves.”

To find out more about The Brake 
Room, check out this video:

https://vimeo.com/200211421

Bike shop adds new twist

Photo by Martine Foubert

 Linda Ryan volunteers to collect used electronics as volunteer hours for the Quinte Christian High School which her 
children attend. She does up to seven events a year. Surprisingly, 96.5 per cent of the population are within 10 kilome-
tres of an e-waste drop off. 

By Martine Foubert

What do an Atari, a Commodore and 
a typewriter have in common? These 
items are frequently misplaced in land-
fills. 

According to Environment Canada, 
more than 140,000 metric tonnes of 
electronics are wrongfully discarded in 
landfills each year. 

“It is my belief that people want to 
do the right thing. If we make it easy 
for people to recycle, they will,” said 
Linda Ryan, who organizes seven e-
waste collections around Hastings 
County every year. 

Ryan, a mother of two, often vol-
unteers for the Quinte Christian High 
School, where her children attend. Par-
ents volunteer to help raise money for 
extracurricular activities. 

“I don’t like baking and I don’t like 
to do yard sales. It’s my contribution to 
the school as well as the environment,” 
said Ryan. 

The Government of Canada defines 
e-waste as “the surplus of electronic 
and electrical equipment that is not 
suitable for reuse. In the past 10 years, 
we have seen the video cassette record-
er, or VCR, cathode ray tube televi-
sions and many more become obsolete. 

Advances in cellphone, computer 
and entertainment technologies have 
resulted in their speedy replacement. 
Sometimes these products are replaced 
because of upgrades and not because 
they don’t work. Cellphones for ex-

ample, are often replaced after only 18 
months of use. 

“As people get newer electronics, 
we don’t see as much of the old stuff. 
However, it does fall apart more easily 
and therefore, we are seeing more and 
more new goods come through our 
container,” said Ryan. 

From 2008 to 2012, according to 
Statistic Canada, the amount of di-
verted waste nearly tripled, from 
around 24,000 tonnes to a little over 
71,000 tonnes. Ease of access to diver-
sion programs seems to be a driver for 
these changes. As programs increase, 
misplaced landfill waste diminishes. 

In 2012, 71,396 tonnes of waste were 
going to diversion programs. These 
programs aim to keep harmful waste 
out of landfills. Diverting used elec-
tronics from landfills and incinera-
tors can keep harmful fumes out of the 
environment. In addition, the proper 
processing of metals and plastics al-

lows for them to be re-introduction 
into the manufacturing process. 

Iron and steel account for more than 
50 per cent of the e-waste substances. 
Other materials such as plastic make 
up 21 per cent of the electronic waste. 
Only 13 per cent of the materials are 
precious metals such as gold, alumi-
num, silver and platinum. 

The Ontario Electronic Steward-
ship, or OES, is a not for-profit, 
industry-led organization that over-
sees government approved end-of-
life electronic recycling program 
throughout Ontario. 

The OES imposes a fee on all prod-
ucts purchased in Ontario. This fee 
will later contribute to the collection, 
transportation and recycling of the 
item. This fee is one of the many ways 
Canadians can ensure less electronics 
end up in landfills. 

“We collect it. Then it gets picked up 
by the shipper, it gets repacked. One 
of the four processors in Ontario will 
reorganize it and everything gets dis-
mantled in Ontario. Products either 
get reused or properly recycled. The 
money goes back to the province to 
help with further recycling initiatives,” 
said Ryan about the process of the junk 
in her container.

Multiple products require proper 
disposal, such as expired medication, 
pesticides, anti-freeze containers, e-
waste, etc. Surprisingly, in Ontario, 
96.5 per cent of the population live 
within 10 kilometres of a collection 
depot. 

“People get to looking for these 
events, which is what we hope for. This 
is why we plan seven events a year. It 
gives people the chance to throw out 
their old accumulated electronics,” 
said Ryan about her collection events.

By Assad Sharifi

Military families will get help to get 
connected and introduced to the Quinte 
community with a winter symposium at 
the Trenton Military Family Resource 
Centre (MFRC).

This program will not only introduce 
new families to the area, it will famil-

iarize them with the myriad of services 
that exist in support of military fami-
lies.

Kerry Ramsay, co-ordinator of the 
public relations program at Loyalist 
College, will be a keynote speaker at the 
event and will be delivering a workshop.

“The workshop will be given on the 
topic of rethinking networking, how to 

make meaningful connections to your 
community,” said Ramsay. 

There will be many workshops dur-
ing the day-long symposium. 

“Skin care, mindful eating, travelling, 
personal safety, build your own busi-
ness, banking, essential oil, growing 
your grains and group yoga are some of 
the highlights of the symposium,” said 

Hélène Cadotte-Gagnon, welcome & 
family transition services co-ordinator.

“This will be a great event for new 
military families as well as those who 
have lived here for a while, to get to-
gether and get acquainted with one 
another,” said Devon Taylor, communi-
cations and development co-ordinator, 
Trenton MFRC.

Registration will be open at the end 
of January and tickets will be available 
at Trenton MFRC. 

The cost per person, prior to Feb. 1, 
will be $40, increasing to $50 after that 
date.

For more information, call 613-965-
3575.

Military families get help connecting to community

‘It’s something that 
cures the (low traffic in) 
winter but brings peo-
ple in here every day.’
Adam Tilley

Finding the right place to dispose of e-waste
140,000 metric tonnes
of electronics
get wrongfully disposed
each year
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Ben Maracle, a 16-year-old high school quarterback, has been chosen to represent U-18 Team Canada in a game 
against its U.S. counterpart in the North American Championship in Orlando, FA. “I’m excited to share my story when I 
get back home and wearing the Canadian flag on my jersey is a huge part of it. It just shows me how far I’ve come.” 

By Noah Park

Benjamin Maracle, a 16-year-old high 
school quarterback from Tyendinaga, 
will travel to Orlando, FL, to repre-
sent Canada as the U-18 Team takes 
on its U.S. counterpart in the North 
American Championship. 

“I’m really excited to play on the 
level that this competition will bring 
because I know it will challenge me to 
become a better player,” says Maracle 
who will be playing with players who 
are older than him.

The young quarterback says he is 
used to such challenges. 

Growing up with two older broth-
ers who were passionate about bas-
ketball, there was always competition 
in the house.

“We learned by going against each 
other,” says Maracle, adding that oc-
casionally they would set up a net in 
their living room to play.

The Tyendinaga resident started 
playing football when he was eight 
as a way to separate himself from his 
brothers.

“I never liked to follow their lead 
exactly. I just wanted to do my own 
thing and make my own story,” says 
Maracle, with a sense of gentle pride.

He currently plays for the Kingston 
Grenadiers junior varsity squad and 
finished his last season with the On-
tario Varsity Football League with the 
most passes (144). He also completed 
69 passes for 864 yards, as well as 
seven touchdowns. Based on all these 
numbers, he had a quarterback rating 
of 103.2.

Although the prodigy’s physique of 
6’4” and 190 lbs gives him a competi-
tive advantage over athletes his age, it 
is not the only thing about him that 
stands out among others. 

His seriousness and determination 
about life and football radiates subtly 
as the deep-voiced teenager recalls 
seeing people around his area who 
were not making much of their lives 
and deciding he will not end up like 
them.

“Seeing so many people losing 
their lives doing dumb stuff drives 
me to be the best I can be.”

Not only does Maracle train hard 
but he travels as much as he can to get 
more exposure. 

Through traveling to places out-
side of his area, he has been able to 
take the opportunity to play for Team 

Ontario and compete in the national 
football championship last summer 
in Winnipeg, ultimately making his 
way to Team Canada.

However, the young athlete almost 
did not see this day happen. 

Maracle, who wanted to play quar-
terback from the very first day he 
picked up football, had to play run-
ning back and receiver until 2014 
because his coaches did not see the 
makings/skills of a quarterback in 
him.

In the summer of 2014, his team in 
Kingston lost their quarterback due 
to injury and Maracle was given the 
opportunity to replace him. 

On his debut as a quarterback for 
the Grenadiers, he broke four varsity 
records including most completed 
passes and the longest throw com-
pleted in a game.

“I would want to thank the coaches 
who didn’t see me as a quarterback 
because they ultimately made me 
push myself to show that I can do it.”

Since then, he has dedicated him-
self to reach the highest level of foot-
ball by connecting with coaches to 

improve his game.
One of the great coaches he met 

and, according to Maracle, a good 
friend, Warren Goldie, has been 
working with him for almost two 
years.

“Ben loves football. He lives and 
breathes it,” says Goldie, a former 
coach for the Queen’s Gaels who now 
runs a program to help athletes like 
Maracle reach their potential.

Goldie says he enjoys working with 
the young quarterback because he is 
such a hard worker who is dedicated 
to his game.

“You show him once and you never 
have to show him twice. He would 
always do his homework and come 
back ready,” says Goldie. It comes as 
no surprise for him to see that Ma-
racle made the Canadian team.

The U-18 Canadian team, made up 
of 40 players from across the coun-
try, will face the U.S. team on Jan. 28 
in the ESPN’s Wide World of Sports 
Complex in Orlando.

High school quarterback represents Canada
Sixteen-year-old
Tyendinaga native
meets challenges
head on

‘I’m really excited to 
play on the level that 
this competition will 
bring because I know 
it will challenge me to 
become a better player.’
Banjamin Maracle

By Taylor Bertelink

Not one dozen, not two dozen, but ap-
proximately 600 rats where extricated 
from a one-bedroom apartment after the 
homeowner surrendered her fury friends 
to the authorities in North Bay, Ont. on 
Dec. 16.

Because of the sheer volume of ani-
mals, the North Bay Humane Society was 
unable to care for all 600 rats.

 Rats were distributed to facilities all 
over the province, including the Quinte 
Humane Society in Belleville. 

According to reports, the 51-year-old 
homeowner gave up the domesticated 
rats after complaints which prompted an 
investigation by authorities such as the 
North Bay Humane Society and the fire 
department. 

Animal welfare groups such as the 
SPCA centres and humane societies with 
the OSPCA Provincial and Animal Cen-
tre are collaboratively working to treat the 
animals according to CTV reports.

The North Bay Fire department was 
the first to arrive at the scene in North 
Bay. 

Upon arrival, the department dis-
covered numerous chewed electrical 
cords. The rats were then ordered to be 
removed under the Fire Protection and 
Prevention act to ensure the safety of 
other residents.

The rats were captured by grabbing 
them or luring them with food.

“There is a large amount of rats and 
a limited food supply. The animals had 
started to look for food,” said Deputy Fire 
chief Mike Bechard.

“Most of the rats were running free in 
the apartment,” said Daryl Vaillancourt, 
a spokesman for the North Bay Humane 
Society, in an interview for the Canadian 
Press. 

The homeowner is currently facing 
four Ontario SPCA Act charges.

She is accused of permitting distress, 
failing to provide sanitary living condi-
tions, failing to provide care for necessary 
for general welfare, and failing to provide 
adequate and appropriate medical atten-
tion. 

The woman is to appear in North Bay 
court on Feb. 3. 

Frank Rockett, executive director of the 
Quinte Humane Society said, “I believe 
the homeowner in North Bay intended to 
rescue the rats but the situation quickly 
got out of hand and turned into some-
thing that needed to be dealt with. We 
agreed to take in 30 which we received on 
Dec. 23. We proceeded to prep and clear 

them for adoption.”
The rats went through a screening pro-

cess upon arrival. 
“The first thing we do is separate the 

males and females. Since the rats were all 
housed together (in North Bay) our pri-
mary concern was determining which fe-
male rats were pregnant,” said Kennel at-
tendant, Lynne Bryghtman at the Quinte 
Humane Society. 

Domesticated rats can start to repro-
duce at a very young age, and each litter 
can produce five to sometimes 15 babies. 

“This can cause big problems fast if the 
males and females are kept together,” said 
Bryghtman.

Bryghtman explained that each animal 
was inspected for fleas, tumours, or any 
obvious abnormalities. 

“Most seemed pretty healthy. If any-
thing appeared to have problems, (it) was 
sent to be checked over by a veterinarian,” 
said Bryghtman.

The Quinte Humane Society is housing 
six adult pairs, and five of the females are 
expecting litters. 

“The rats that have passed inspec-
tion have been sent to Pet Smart and are 
currently available for adoption,” said 
Bryghtman.

Many people have preconceived ideas 
that rats are dirty or unclean.

Belleville resident Melissa Sullivan 
owns 16 rats and operates a rat rescue 
business called, “Ratatouille Small Ani-
mal Rescue.” 

“When they are taken care of properly, 
rats are actually great pets that are affec-
tionate, snuggly and trainable,” she said.

Sullivan has rescued over 30 rats, which 
have primarily been mistreated by their 
owners due to neglect.

“It is nice that I can help an animal 
that is so misunderstood and put them in 
good homes where they will be cared for 
properly,” said Sullivan. 

As a pet owner and rescuer, Sullivan 
firmly believes that there should be an im-
proved screening system involved in the 
adoption process to avoid situations that 
put the animals in harm. 

Photos by Taylor Bertelink

(Above) Lynne Bryghtman, kennel 
attendant for the Quinte Humane 
Society holds one of the rats that was 
rescued from North Bay. 

(Left) A female rescue rat gave birth 
to a litter of babies at the Quinte 
Humane Society a few days ago. 

Quinte Humane Society, pet store take in rats
‘When they are taken 
care of properly, rats are 
actually great pets that 
are affectionate, 
snuggly and trainable.’
Melissa Sullivan
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Casino opens its doors

Photo by Martine Foubert

Special performers 
were hired to enter-
tain VIP guests at 
the Belleville casino 
opening. 

Photo by Noah Park

The heavily anticipated entertainment spot will hold 450 slots and 18 live tables.

Photo by Noah Park

Shorelines Casino Belleville opened to the public. (L-r) Ron Urquhart, the general manager of the casino, Rod Baker, president of Great Canadian Casinos, and 
Belleville Mayor Taso Christopher break the ice ribbon prior to the official opening of the casino. 

Photo by Noah Park

The entertainment spot will feature the PlaySmart Centre, which will be staffed seven days a 
week to help people with gambling addictions.

Photo by Hannah MacLeod

Trulee Odd helped keep the lineup entertained outside of the new Shorelines Casino in Belleville. 

Urquhart, who has already 
hired some students from 
Loyalist, said the college has 
been a great partner to work 
with from the beginning and 
is looking forward to working 
with them as well as other lo-
cal organizations in the near 
future.

“The company has a proud 
program that we work through, 
that we fully endorse. And one 
of the big things with that is 
tying in with the local com-
munity, making sure that we 
sponsor, that we are a part of 
the community, that we’re not 
just here to run a business but 
be a part of an association and 
be a part of the boards in the 
local area. 

“So Gleaners will be our 
charity of choice. We will be 
involved in whichever way we 
possibly can in terms of stock-
ing shelves and helping with 
food drives and obviously 
monetarily as well,” said Urqu-
hart.

The casino also will have a 
first one-of-its-kind centre in 
Canada called, PlaySmart Cen-
tre, which will be staffed seven 
days a week to tackle problem 
gambling. 

Paula Antoniazzi, director, 
PlaySmart Centres, highlight-
ed the experience that the Re-
sponsible Gambling Council 
had of over 10 years and said 
she will be working with indi-
viduals who voluntarily come 
in for guidance.

Opening…
Continued from Page 1
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Following the town hall, Don Fulford, 
a retired press operator, said he thought 
that overall, the event was good, although 
he was not chosen to ask his question.

“I’d like to see him do more for the old-
er people that are on fixed incomes. Right 

now, I see a lot where he is helping people 
with kids and stuff like that, but what 
about everybody else? They’re struggling 
just as well,” Fulford said. 

Over 1,000 people showed up to the 
event, lining Front Street to as far as Vic-

toria Avenue, before the doors opened at 
5 p.m. 

Empire Theatre’s capacity is 700 seats, 
meaning that many did not get in to the 
event, despite sending their RSVP to Bay 
of Quinte MP Neil Ellis.

Earlier Thursday, Trudeau made stops 
in Manotick, Brockville, Kingston and 
Napanee and later went on to stay the 
night at CFB Trenton before heading to 
Bewdley, Peterborough, Toronto, and 
London on Friday.

Trudeau…
Continued from Page 1

Prime Minister Justin 
Trudeau’s visit to Belleville 
as part of his cross-
country tour to connect 
with the middle class 
Canadians drew hundreds 
of people to the Empire 
Theatre. 

Photo by Noah Park

Trudeau keeps the mood light and fun as hundreds of residents gather to listen.
Photo by Assad Sharifi

An audience member snaps a photo of Canadian Prime Minister  Justin Trudeau during a town 
hall meeting in Peterborough.
Photo by Assad Sharifi

Roger Walsh raises the issue of garden hoses and the environment at the Trudeau evening at 
the Empire Theatre.
Photo by Curtis O’Connor

Prime Minister Justin Trudeau 
responds to a question asked 
at city hall at Belleville’s Empire 
Theatre. “Being able to come out 
and spend an evening with you 
is essential to keeping connected 
with the important job that you 
all sent me to Ottawa to do,” 
Trudeau said.
Photo by Lori Christmas
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