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Giovanni Capriotti, a World Press Photo winner and a Loyalist Photojournalism graduate, speaks about winning a World Press photo award. Darren Calabrese, a 2005 graduate of the program, won
third prize in the same category. To see the video, go to: https://vimeo.com/204416232

Loyalist PJ grad wins World Press award
By Vivian Tabar

And to think it all started at Loyalist College.
Well, sorta…
Giovanni Capriotti was in third semester in Loyalist’s photojournalism
program. He was sifting through ideas
for a photo story pitch for Patti Gower’s
documentary class when he remembered
receiving a flyer for a gay rugby team. He
submitted the idea as part of his weekly
assignment of journaling potential story ideas. But it wasn’t until he finished
school that he decided to put the idea into
motion.
“When I came to Loyalist and I had
to write down one of the three stories, I
thought ‘Oh, that’s a good idea,” Capriotti
recalled. “I just created that journal idea,
that got marked, and I didn’t think about
it up until the end of school,” he laughed.
That was in 2015. Now, two years later,
Capriotti has just won the World Press
Photo award’s first prize for a sports story
for his ‘Boys Will Be Boys’.
“So I woke up very early around 5 a.m.
and I tried to go on The World Press website, which for some reason had crashed
at the time. So I went on Facebook and I
happened to bump into the post on Time
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This photo was part of a photo essay taken by 2015 Loyalist photojournalism
grad Giovanni Capriotti, capturing the play of a gay rugby team in Toronto.
Boys will be Boys documents both the intimate and athletic moments of the
Muddy York Rugby Football Club.

magazine,” said Capriotti.
“I clicked on sports. I went through the
single images and then there was a paragraph, and right underneath the paragraph there was, ’Giovanni Capriotti’s
unconventional portrayal of rugby players throws out of the window all the stereotyping won first prize.’ And then I got
paralyzed, and I was like, ‘Is that me?’ ”
The World Press Photo award is among
one of the most coveted forms of recognition for photographers. For Capriotti,
winning World Press was a personal
dream for quite some time.
“I yelled a little bit because, I’m Italian,”
he said. “I called my parents and I told my
mom and my dad and then I tried to call
Frank [O’Connor], after 7 a.m. . because
my Canadian wife said it’s not polite to
call people before 7,” he laughs.
Capriotti competed with photographers from all around the world, taking
the first place prize. According to Capriotti, over 5,000 photographers participated in the competition with over 80,000
photos submitted for critique.
Darren Calabrese, another Loyalist
grad, won third prize in the same category, making this the first time ever that
two Loyalist grads won within the same
category.

“It is significant,” said Frank O’Connor,
the co-ordinator of the photojournalism
program. “World Press is a world body
and they tend to set the standard for the
coverage of visual reportage,” he said.
“During a time that our whole business
is under the stress and strain of its very
existence and validity, when you have that
same international organization present
not one, but two prizes to grads of the
program. It’s really important because
it’s a vindication of everything that we do
here,” said O’Connor.
‘Boys Will Be Boys’ documents both
the intimate and athletic moments of the
Muddy York Rugby Football Club. Muddy York RFC, a gay rugby team, is part
of the Toronto Rugby Union, where the
team competes mostly against teams with
straight players.
Capriotti followed the team over the
course of the past two years and slowly
gained more access to the team over time.
By documenting their competition at the
Bingham Cup in Nashville, he was able
to access more personal, candid and intimate moments – both on and off the
pitch.
...See World Press, page 2

Tragic stories of missing
indigenous women
mark Valentine’s Day
By Vivian Tabar
On that winter morning almost a year
ago, Caitlin Potts, 27, wrote her sister on
Facebook, letting her know that she had
found a ride to Calgary from Edmonton
on Kjiji and that she would see her that
night “for sure.” But she never showed.
That was on Feb. 22, 2016 and she’s
been missing ever since.
Simone Sanderson, 23, went missing
on Aug. 26, 2012. Her body was found
covered in cardboard almost two weeks
later behind a business in Winnipeg.
Deanna Marie Bellerose was last seen
in Edmonton on Sept. 9, 2002. Her remains were found 10 years later, approximately 40 kilometres from her disappearance. She was a mother of four.

These are just some of the stories of
murdered and missing indigenous women and girls in Canada.
On Valentine’s Day, over 50 people
gathered in Kingston’s Market Square
to remember the country’s missing and
murdered First Nations women and girls.
People held candles in silence as speakers
shared their stories of sexual violence in
Canada.
“The importance of the event is to honour our loved ones, to pay homage to the
lives that were lost and to honour them
and to raise awareness on the epidemic
of missing and murdered indigenous
people,” said Natasha Stirrett, one of the
organizers of the event.
...See Stories, page 2
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Monica Caruso holds a candle at a vigil honouring murdered and missing indigenous women and girls. The vigil, organized by Idle No More, took place in Kingston’s Market Square, attracting a crowd of over 50 people.
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World Press…
Continued from Page 1
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From left, Taylor Myers and Ryan Offord picket outside the school with signs and flags in hand, despite the freezing temperatures.

Government security guards locked out
By Taylor Bertelink
Seven security guards have been walking the sidewalk on Dundas Street West
around 1 p.m. daily, with flags and posters
in protest after being locked out of their
jobs at the Sir James Whitney School for
the deaf.
The employers of the Ontario government school have been locked out since
midnight Feb. 8 after they resisted what
they say are demands to accept poor
wages, increased benefit payments and
working conditions, including a demand
to work up to 60 hours a week without
overtime compensation.
The United Steelworkers, or USW,
represents the guards employed at
the school. It is the largest private sector union in Canada with over 225,000
members.
In a press release, Marty Warren, Ontario director of the United Steelworkers
said, “The Ontario government owns and
operates this school. Rather than acting
as a responsible, decent employer, the

government has opted for two levels of
contracted-out services to private companies, directly creating more vulnerable,
low-wage, precarious workers.”
The Ontario government awarded
a private contract to a U.S.-based corporation, CBRE Group, to manage the
Sir James Whitney School for the Deaf
property. CBRE, in turn, contracted out
security services at the school to another
private company, the Canadian Corps of
Commissionaires, a not-for-profit organization.
David Meinzinger has been a security
guard for over 30 years and is currently
one of the seven guards who have been
locked out.
“Being a security guard is precarious
work. Who can survive on less than $13
an hour when you also have to pay $1,300
a year for basic benefits — not to mention
we also have to buy our own uniforms
now,” said Meinzinger.
Negotiations between the employer
and employees have continued for over
15 months without an agreement being

reached.
Michael Voith, chief executive officer
of the Canadian Corps of Commissionaires, Kingston office said, “When we
took over the contract, we provided a $1
increase in wages, paid their uniforms,
first aid training, gave them dental coverage and drug benefit plans that they were
not receiving before.”
The workers say they requested to
join a union-sponsored benefit plan that
would supposedly save money for the employer and employees alike, according to
the union (USW).
“This offer was rejected 100 per cent by
the Commissioners and we have been unable to come to an agreement since,” said
Meinzinger.
“The employees voted to strike. I had
no idea if they would come to work or
not and because there is a safety concern
in regards to the safety of students and
teachers, we had to resort to a lockout
and bring in our own security guards,”
said Voith.
A mediator has been appointed and

the union has filed an application for first
contract arbitration at the Ontario Labour Relations Board, seeking the OLRB’s
assistance in obtaining a fair agreement
for both parties.
“I can hope that this will soon be resolved so that things can get back to normal,” said Voith.
In the meantime, workers will receive
a strike fund that pays the workers an
amount of money during the time they
remain on a lockout without a source of
income.
“These guys have families and people
that they need to support,” said Meinzinger.
Drivers have been honking their car
horns as they pass by the guards on the
street. p
“Some people honk out of support;
others aren’t sure why we are here. But
we have received generous support from
the local paramedics and police officers
who have brought us coffees and donuts,” said Ryan Offord, one of the seven
guards.

The politics of energy in Ontario
By Assad Sharif
Ontarians are indeed the highest energy ratepayers in Canada and the
problem might persist for many years
to come. It is not easy to pinpoint the
exact reason for the rise in energy costs
in Ontario. But one thing is clear, hydro
rates will be one of the main themes of
next year’s provincial elections.
Which political party to believe and
which one to blame for the higher
hydro rates are both up for debate. The
Liberals blame the Conservatives, the
Conservatives blame the Liberals and
the New Democrats blame both for the
mismanagement of hydro in Ontario.
Todd Smith, MPP from Prince Edward-Hastings riding and the associate
energy critic for the official opposition
at Queen’s Park, believes that energy
poverty is a big problem in his riding.
“Some people have to choose between buying food or paying their
hydro bills,” he stated. “I receive many
calls from my constituency every week
about hydro bills.”
Smith is not the only one whose
constituency suffers from skyrocketing
hydro rates. Conservative party MPP
Laurie Scott, representing Halliburton-Kawartha Lakes-Brock, shares the
same sentiment.
“Hydro rates have been the number one issue in my constituency,” said
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MPP Todd Smith.
Scott. “In 2003, the hydro prices were
4.5 per cent and in 2017, it has increased by 400 per cent in peak time,”
she continued.
According to Scott, people have
gone from a state of shock to anger and
now they are terrified. She attributes
the high energy rates to the increase in
food bank usage across Ontario. It is
because of high hydro rates that, “you

have 30 per cent increase in food bank
usage across the province,” she claims.
She has even started a petition campaign to force the Ontario government
to reduce hydro rates.
Liberal MPP Jeff Leal from Peterborough riding and the minister of
Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs, is
a staunch defender of the Liberal government’s handling of hydro rates. He
believes that people in Ontario want
reliable energy and that reliability
costs money.
“You need reliability of the system
and reliability comes with a cost because you need to keep reinvesting in
the system to make sure the reliability
is there when you need it,” says Leal. He
points to the elimination of eight per
cent HST from the electricity cost. “On
Jan. 1, to try to mitigate some of the
cost impacts of electricity, we removed
the eight per cent HST on hydro bills
in the province of Ontario,” states Leal.
In November 2016, Premier Kathleen Wynne admitted her government’s
fault in mismanaging hydro in Ontario
by saying:
“People have told me that they’ve
had to choose between paying the electricity bill and buying food or paying
rent.
“It is unacceptable that people in
Ontario could be facing that choice. So
our government made a mistake. It was

my mistake. And I’m going to do my
best to fix it.”
The 2016 Auditor General’s findings
shed some light on the management or
mismanagement of hydro in Ontario.
One particular issue is the installation
of smart meters that have cost the public millions of dollars.
Smart meters are digital machines,
just like the smart phones, that send
usage data directly to the control centre from the place where they are installed. The Auditor General findings
highlight some of the issues:
The ministry did not complete any
cost-benefit analysis or business case
prior to making the decision to mandate the installation of smart meters.
After the government announced
the rollout of smart metering in April
2004, the ministry prepared a costbenefit analysis and submitted it to
cabinet. However, the analysis was
flawed; its projected net benefits of approximately $600 million over 15 years
were significantly overstated by approximately $512 million.
But while the Liberals and Conservatives battle over their differences about
hydro management and the rate hike in
the political ring at Queen’s Park and at
the ballot boxes throughout their constituencies, Ontario residents are the
ones carrying the economic burden of
energy rates.

Through his story, Capriotti explores
masculinity and masculine performance
within athleticism. He weaves in a array of
raw moments, from capturing the players
in game mode to a more candid moment
of two men embracing while on a balcony
with the iconic CN Tower grazing over the
skyline.
Capriotti wrestled with defining the essence of the story.“At the end of the year,
I had this epiphany. I was like, ‘This is
what I’m doing. Basically I’m describing
how these guys are describing and deconstructing masculinity within sports performance.’ ”
Capriotti moved to Canada from Italy
in 2009. He graduated from Loyalist in
2015, but got his start in photography earlier. Since graduating, he’s been freelancing in Montreal for publications including
The Gazette and Toronto Star. He also
freelances for UNHCR covering the plight
of Syrian refugees in Canada.
“He came here as a mature student and
he came here to take his photographic
foundations and add the visual storytelling and journalistic component to it,”
said O’Connor. “When he came here, he
was really ‘black and white’. It was either
this way or that way, and there was no inbetween…Now, [he’s] really telling stories
about the grey areas. That is his stock and
trade now.
“Things aren’t just black and they aren’t
just white. He’s looking at the mid-tones.
And he’s storytelling about people that live
in those mid-tones and that is really cool,
because that’s where the blacks and white
come together and clash sometimes.”
Capriotti dropped by the college the
day after his win and gave The Pioneer an
exclusive interview. He took photos with
staff and students and was presented with
a bottle of champagne from O’Connor.
“It pushed me and it helped me to challenge myself in aspects of my life, not just
photography, but aspects of my life that I
felt that I have to improve, and I have to
get better,” said Capriotti of his time at
Loyalist. “So that’s the best thing that Loyalist did to me as a human being.”
Capriotti has maintained a special relationship with the faculty and program,
well after graduation. He is an active
member of the photojournalism program’s advisory board, meeting with students once a semester to advise them on
their growing body of work.
“I remember him telling me once ‘You
have to stay mad when you are working
on a story, ” said Chris Donovan, a student currently enrolled in the photojournalism program.
“Gio has been a huge inspiration for
me. I first saw his photos when he came
to the school to do a talk during my first
semester. I was blown away by the number of lives he had managed to insert himself into during his short time at Loyalist.
His unending encouragement made me
and my classmates push ourselves,” said
Donovan.
Check out this link to see an interview
with Gio: https://vimeo.com/204416232

Stories…
Continued from Page 1
The number of murdered and missing
women and girls is disproportionately
high in Canada. And the facts are startling. According to the Native Women’s
Association of Canada (NWAC) website,
between 2000 and 2008, native women accounted for 10 per cent of all female homicides in Canada. However, aboriginal
women make up only three per cent of the
female population.”
According to the association, indigenous women are “three times more likely
to be killed by a stranger than non-aboriginal women.” Nearly half of the cases
documented by NWAC remain unsolved.
In the back of the crowd, Sherri Hoover
couldn’t hold back tears while listening to
the speakers share stories at the vigil.
“Being white and middle-aged and
married, I don’t face any of the prejudices
that women who are speaking here face,”
said Hoover. “I need to support them in
their struggle as much as I can.”
The vigil occurred on Tuesday evening
in Kingston at 6 p.m. and was organized
by Idle No More. A similar event happened in Vancouver on the same day.
For Stirrett, this vigil is not just about
highlighting violence against indigenous
peoples in Canada but rather across the
globe. It is also needed “to draw attention to the over-representation of indigenous people as victims of sexualized and
domestic violence. And a lot of survivors
share their stories and have the support of
their community in doing that in a safe
space,” Stirrett said.
In the past, similar actions commemorating murdered and missing women
and girls have occurred on Valentine’s
Day.
“It is a celebration of love, particularly
romantic love,” said Stirrett. “For us, it’s a
way to share and give love to women who
clearly did not experienced that in the
ending of their life.”

The Pioneer is currently produced by photojournalism students for Loyalist College and the surrounding area. In the spirit of the pioneers who settled our community and
who were rooted in tradition, these pioneers always had an eye on the future. Our students strive to serve the public interest, seek the truth and uphold the highest standards
of our profession.
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Declining enrolment impacts Ontario colleges
By Lori Christmas
A recent report on the fiscal sustainability of Ontario colleges states that if
colleges make no effort to increase revenue and decrease costs, they could be
facing an overall debt of $1.9 billion by
2024-25.
The report, by PwC (PricewaterhouseCoopers) Canada, states that
there are four main factors that need to
be considered for change. These factors
are grant funding, domestic tuition,
labour costs, and international enrolment. Because of the overall increase in
costs and a decrease in enrolment, colleges are facing several issues.
“Given the size of the projected deficits, there is likely no single measure
that colleges and policymakers can realistically take to ensure their future fiscal
sustainability,” the report states.
Consultants with PwC Canada are
suggesting that colleges act aggressively
and make a variety of changes to balance the budget. PwC suggests government support be increased in the form
of grant funding.
An annual rate of 2.1 per cent is suggested for grant funding, while a 6.2 per
cent increase on domestic tuition fees is
proposed. PwC also suggests that there
be a decrease in staffing levels of 13.1
per cent by 2024-25.
Because fewer domestic students are
choosing to attend colleges, schools will
need to increase international student
enrolment annually by 7.1 per cent, the
report mentions.
The projection is far worse for smaller colleges generally in rural areas, such
as Loyalist College.
President of Loyalist College, Dr.
Ann Marie Vaughan, says that what
Loyalist and other similar colleges need
is a grant for small, northern and rural
colleges.
“There needs to be a certain stability
in funding in order to be able to offer
a program mix, for us to look at new
programs, to shift our programs to constantly ensure that we are current and
we’re offering students opportunities
that are going to lead to employment,”
Dr. Vaughan said.
It is apparent that fewer students are
choosing rural schools and that more
young people are following the trend of
urbanization.
Heather Williams, the president of
the student government at Loyalist,
suggests that one reason why fewer stu-
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Ontario colleges are at risk of being in an accumulative debt of $1.9 billion by 2024-25 if they make no changes, because of declining enrolment. The demographics are far worse for small rural colleges like Loyalist College.
dents are choosing schools such as Loyalist is that “students may feel that there
is a lack of opportunities in rural areas.”
Williams says that this could affect
the small city of Belleville.
“It will likely have a negative impact on local businesses as well as local
manufacturers who rely on skilled trade
workers.”
Dr. Vaughan agrees that fewer students at Loyalist would have a large impact on the area.
“If you look at Loyalist, it has a real
direct correlation to the regional economy and almost everywhere I go, I meet
Loyalist graduates. A decrease in enrolment is going to put less graduates in to
fill necessary positions within the local

economy,” she says.
Over 60 per cent of graduates from
Loyalist stay in the region.
Domestic enrolment at small colleges
like Loyalist has been steadily decreasing since 2009-10. The report says that
colleges in the north are more likely to
see a greater decline in enrolment between the years 2015-2025, unlike colleges located in the GTA, which are
expected to see a small increase of 0.6
per cent. Northern colleges will see an
anticipated decline of 16.8 per cent.
Because a certain amount of a colleges funding is from grants from the
provincial government, a decline in students enrolling from Ontario will lead
to less grant funding.

Environmentalists buzzing about pesticide ban
Health Canada
looking to phase out
chemical imidacloprid
seeks public input
By Taylor Bertelink
Beekeepers and environmental activists
across Canada have scrutinized Health
Canada’s phase out plan of the controversial pesticide, imidacloprid, because of
its possible role in the decline of the bee
population.
Gonzalo Wilson has been in the bee industry since the 1980’s after he took over
his father’s family business as beekeepers.
“We have had problems for over 15
years. Out of the two yards of colonies,
one completely died while the other survived. Pesticides have affected all beekeepers and it’s not just one area that has
been affected,” said Wilson.
The pesticide is a neonicotinoid insecticide used to manage insects on a large
number of agricultural crops, including;
grains, corn and specialty crops.
The results of the re-evaluation of the
pesticide was released on the Health Can-

ada website on Nov. 23, 2016.
Health Canada said in a release that
imidacloprid is being measured at levels
that are harmful to aquatic insects. Based
on the information discovered in the reevaluation of the pesticide, results concluded that the continued high volume
use of imidacloprid in agricultural areas
is “not sustainable.”
Vancouver and Montreal have voted to
ban neonocotinoids, where Ontario has
allowed and regulated three neonocotinoids.
The government is proposing a three
to five-year phase out of the pesticide in
all agricultural uses.
Many activists have publicly voiced
their concerns with the proposed phase
out plan, saying that the time-line is in
the best interest of the pesticide industry
and not science.
Wilson said he believes that it is the
pesticide companies that are promoting
“blanket pesticides” that target all needs
when it isn’t necessary.
“The neonocotinoids have directly decreased the insect population, which has
in turn decreased the song bird population. The pesticide targets all animals, including the bees,” said Wilson.

He expressed his complete opposition
to the legality of the pesticide because of
the direct effect it has had on the environment and his business.
There was a time where Wilson and
his father supported 500 bee colonies,
where-as in the last five years, they have
only been able to sustain 50-60 colonies.
“When you look at our history of insecticide, the sprays that were used were discovered later how harmful they are to the
environment and were banned. The same
thing is happening today. However, it’s the
large companies that have millions to lose
that are standing in the way of the ban because it will cost them,” said Wilson.
The public is invited to voice their
concerns or comments on the proposed
re-evaluation decision for imidacloprid.
The government is accepting e-mails now
until Feb. 21, 2017.
The Pest Management Regulatory
Agency will take into consideration any
comments received and said it ensures
the public that “a science-based approach
will be applied in making the final decision on imidacloprid.”
Many, like Wilson, can’t help but to question if the powerful pesticide companies
will overrule science with its chequebook.

In small colleges, in 2014-15, the domestic student population was 27,109. In
2024-25, it is projected to be 24,341, a -1.1
per cent change, according to the report.
On the other side of things, there will
be a two per cent increase in international students at all colleges.
“We have to look at program delivery
in order to be able to find opportunities for students that wouldn’t traditionally have been in our catch like international students and students from
other parts of the country that might be
thinking about Loyalist. I think we need
to broaden our perspective and how we
recruit,” Dr. Vaughan says.
The future for Ontario colleges is not
looking bright if things do not change

but Loyalist College is working towards
a better future.
Dr. Vaughan said that Loyalist has
been working hard to collaborate with
other colleges, as well as thinking differently about how Loyalist is delivering
programs.
“Long-term stability will mean an infusion of extra resources but I’m happy
to say that we have efficiently looked at
how we can do things while not compromising the service to the student,”
Dr. Vaughan said.
“It’s wonderful to see that through
this difficult time we have still maintained our complete focus on the student and that’s essential no matter
what’s happening.”

Canadian journalist
speaks at library
on topic of terrorism
By Assad Sharifi
“In response to home grown terrorists,
Prime Minister Harper brought Bill C51
in which we changed our laws to in response to this monstrous terrorists in
ways, of course, which it was completely
irrelevant to making us any safer,” said
Gwynne Dyer at Belleville Public Library.
The modest conference room was filled
with mostly elderly spectators to listen to Dyer,
a Canadian journalist, author and scholar.
He was in town to promote his recently
published book Don’t Panic, subtitled Isis,
Terror and Today’s Middle East.
Dyer delivered approximately an hour
and a half speech and answered some
questions from audience members.
His basic message was that Islam does
not promote terrorism.
Terrorism is an Arab phenomenon, a
Wahhabi and Salafist ideology. Wahhabi

and Salafi are sub-sects of Islam introduced in early 19th century by fundamentalists thinkers in Saudi Arabia. Al-Qaida
and Isis are followers of this ideology.
They believe in literal interpretation of
the Sharia Law.
Dyer rebuked western states for categorizing all Muslims as followers of those
ideologies.
Dyer pointed at the shooting incident
in Ottawa and Saint-Jean-Sur-Richelieu
Quebec parking lot car slamming into
two army officers.
“Both incidents were the work of home
grown terrorists,” said Dyer.
Dyer was also asked about his views of
the phrase “alternative truth.
“Alternative truth always existed; they
were called, lies,” he responded.
About his future plans and endeavours,
Dyer doesn’t have plans to give up on his
career. “I am not retiring anytime soon.

Families enjoy activities
during Frostfest 2017
By Liam Smyth
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For another consecutive year, Frostfest was held in the small town of Batawa. The day was filled with fun events for
the entire family, consisting of a petting zoo, ice skating, face painting and horse carriage rides touring the town. The
day went perfectly and the weather cooperated perfectly.

It was a brisk, cloudy Saturday morning as
the snow began to fall in the small town of
Batawa, Ont.
It was the perfect day for this year’s annual Frostfest 2017 to happen. It was a day
of fun for the entire family as the local
community centre hosted the event.
The day’s activities took place on three
outdoor rinks. The biggest was occupied
with a delightful figure-skating show for the
guests, and a skate around with the Trenton
Golden Hawks Junior A hockey team. The
two smaller rinks were designated for family skates and one for a small game of pond
hockey, which thrilled the kids.
It seemed that the petting zoo was the
highlight of the day as the youngsters continued to gravitate towards the area filled
with goats, chickens, ferrets and the main
attraction – a mini horse that got the majority of the attention.
As you walked around the community
centre, a horse and buggy took passengers
on a short tour around the area, which
gave the even a nostalgic festive feel that
those attending seemed to really appreciate.
A blazing fire began around 11 and
was covered all day with roasting marshmallows, most of which were burnt, as
it seemed to be their first time with this
classic tradition for a lot of the youngsters.

There was an artistic aspect to the day
as face painting took place inside the
warm community centre. Kids transformed into lions, frogs and many other
animals that they donned for the rest of
the day.
As the snow continued to lightly fall,
it maintained the perfect mood for the
entire event, which added to the fun atmosphere.
Gavin Caldwell, a young man from
Trenton was attending the festival for the
first time and was accompanied by his
younger cousin.
“I’ve lived in Trenton my entire life and
it’s a shame that I’ve never experienced
this event. I’m glad that I could bring this
little guy and it’s a good feeling to see how
much fun he’s having.”
It was a shame that the day ended so
quickly as it was only scheduled for four
hours. Everyone was having such a fun
day that time seemed to fly by and the
event was over before everyone knew it.
With parking full and such a great
turnout from members of the Quinte
re gion, organizers might want to think
about making the fest even larger in the
years to come, as they clearly have a hit on
their hands.
Frostfest 2018 has big shoes to fill for
next year, as 2017 was a complete success and was everything people hoped
for and more.
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From left, Tori Buck and Sarah Roth are leading the 100 Scarf Challenge in partnership with Nick Foley, a local entrepreneur. This challenge aims to help those out in the cold during the winter months.
Foley also hopes to bring awareness to mental health by donating the scarves to Canadian Mental Health Association.

Keep people warm with scarves
Athletics department
takes part in
100 Scarf Challenge
By Martine Foubert
The athletics department at Loyalist
College, in conjunction with local
entrepreneurs, are looking to collect
100 scarves to keep people in need
warm during the winter months.
“This is the first year we have facilitated this event. A local entrepreneur contacted us to be one of the
drop-off locations and we jumped
on board,” said Amy Hoskin, athletic

assistant at Loyalist.
The scarf drop box is located near
the gym doors and has been accepting items since Feb. 8. The collection
ended on Feb 14 at the men’s basketball game.
“We are hoping to get more than
100 scarves with the collection,” said
Hoskin.
“We called it the 100 Scarf Challenge to try and challenge our community to get behind this initiative.
When we get the scarves we will
try and sew most of them in pairs
to create infinity scarves. We will
then donate them to Canadian Mental Health or charities in communities with people in need,” said Nick
Foley, the entrepreneur behind the

challenge.
The challenge aims to help people
out on the streets stay warm in the
long winter months. According to
The Homeless Hub, in 2010, there
were 955 people at risk of becoming
homeless in Belleville. At that time,
there were already 511 people living
on the streets.
Homelessness affects primarily
the elderly. They are the most prominent group, with ages ranging from
60 to 80, who find themselves without housing. However, homelessness
can affect anyone, including youth
and families.
“The inspiration behind it came
from groups such as the Canadian
Mental Health Association and the

Sleep Out So Others Can Sleep In
event,” said Foley.
“I was outside, thinking, ‘We have
these warm clothes and scarves
that others might not have.’ We are
hoping that near the end of winter
people will be needing their scarves
a bit less and be more willing to donate them,” said Foley.
The collection box at Loyalist College is already full. The team of organizers were planning on accepting
more scarves at the basketball game.
During half time, the group was also
going to spread information to the
crowd about mental health.
“It’s about starting the conversation. People have the capacity to
make a difference. It doesn’t matter

your age. The necessity to progress
is to have a discontent for the status
quo and you have to be relentless in
your pursuit to change it,” said Foley, about how people can help make
a change in their community.
Foley created Move For Inclusion
in 2015. He cycled across the country from April to July. The organization went to schools across the
country and talked about the acceptance of all people without bias.
Since his cross-country ride for
inclusion, the movement has been
partnering college students and
kids living with exceptionalities.
They perform activities and play
various sports together, on a weekly
basis.

Dogs become good reading buddies to children at library
By Kael Doomernik
Dogs do not correct you when you stumble or make you feel awkward if you don’t
know how to pronounce a word. For
children who struggle with reading, companions like this provide them with a safe
environment to practise reading.
That is the idea behind Paws for Reading. Anyone who has trouble with the
written word can come and read to the
two therapy dogs who come to the library
on alternating Tuesday and Thursday
nights. The program runs for eight weeks
and organizers say the wait list is long.

Charlie the large Saint Bernard mix, puts
his large droopy face on the colourful alphabet carpet as Abay Thapa, 4, begins to read
the Big Brown Bear book to him.
“He’s been a therapy dog for a couple
of years now,” says Julie Empey, Charlie’s
handler. “He just loves children.”
Charlie rolls over onto his back, his
paws sticking up a few inches in the air, a
small trail of drool beginning to collect on
the carpet from his large jowl.
“It’s nice because we can’t have a dog at
home. My daughters just love dogs,” says
Tara Fernandez. “Sometimes you just get
so busy at home it’s difficult to take the

time to read, but this makes us actually
put aside the time to read.”
Through the 20-minute reading sessions, children read to Charlie while petting him, which he endured patiently,
even when one child pulled at his paw.
The children pick a book they think
Charlie will like to hear and read it to him.
By listening to the children and providing
undivided attention, the child’s self-esteem goes up, making it easier to read out
loud in class without being embarrassed.
It also helps make reading a more positive
experience and, hopefully, encourages the
love of literacy in young children.

This is a small battle of a larger war. Illiteracy is still a concern for Canadians. According to research from The Organization
for Economic Cooperation and Development (OCED) on literacy and numeracy
skills, below level two placed Canada at a
low 17th in the literacy and numeracy fields.
Forty-two per cent of adults in Canada
between the ages of 16 and 65 have low
literacy skills and less than 20 per cent of
adults with low literacy skills are unemployed, according to the OCED.
Investing in literacy programs for
adults and encouraging children to improve their reading skills will pay off in

a big return investment, according to the
Canadian Literacy and Learning Network.
Programs such as the Paws for Learning
encourage children to read and make them
stronger readers, which will slowly chiselling away at the illiteracy rates in Canada.
The children seem to mostly enjoy
reading to Charlie for a different reason
besides books.
“Charlie is so cute!” says Jasmine Fernandez.
“Because he’s adorable,” Abay giggles.
Whatever the reason, the children
seem to be hooked on reading.

Hungry and cold welcome
to Inn from the Cold
By Kael Doomernik

Kael Doomernik

Bridge Street United Church serves free hot meals during the coldest months of the year to people in need. (L-r)
Sandra Smith, Dianne Helman and Anthea Dwyer hand out hamburger vegetable stew, mashed potatoes and salad to
people in need.

Bridge Street United Church has had
a warm, welcoming kitchen since the
beginning of January as it has hosted
Inn from the Cold. It provides a place
for people with lower incomes to eat a
nutritious, warm, free meal for a night
and stay in a toasty place for a couple
of hours.
“The food is already made by the afternoon crew,” Laura Kerr, the Tuesday
night supervisor says. “We just serve it!
Wednesday’s menu was hamburger
stew with vegetables, mashed potatoes
and salad.
“It’s just good food,” Lorie Brown
adds. “Some of these people go home
and they don’t have anything or they
eat junk. This is just delicious. It’s nutritious. It’s very enjoyable.”
As the evening starts, the kitchen
slowly begins to buzz to life. Volunteers serve food and clean dishes with
such an effortless efficiency it almost
seems rehearsed.
“You wouldn’t believe some of these
people have only worked with each
other for three weeks,” Brown says.

“We all just get along so well.”
Casually handing dishes to each other with plenty of conversations going
on, they get caught up in each other’s
lives.
“I’ve just been looking for something
enjoyable to do in the community,”
says Brown. “When my sister came
home and told me her co-worker was
looking for volunteers. I jumped in. My
sister and I have been volunteering for
two years now.”
Volunteers Sandra, Dianne, Lorie
and Anthea welcomed people as they
came up for their hot meal, exchanging
pleasantries and asking how they were
doing.
“It’s just nice to see people in your
community. You build a relationship
with them and you say hi to them when
you pass them on the way to work. It’s
just something you can do to help the
community and know that you fed 120
people that night,” says Brown.
For 42 nights, Inn from the Cold
runs during the coldest months of the
year, January and February, providing
a hot meal and fellowship to hundreds
of people in our community.
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Skin condition can’t keep
musician away from his piano
Photos and Story
by Assad Sharifi

The room is lit with dim lights and
small northern-facing windows that are
adorned with white drapes. Every table
in the room is covered with a white tablecloth, and atop every cloth sits a candle and a red or white carnation flower.
When the waitress passes through the
aisles, the wind of her motion flickers
the candles.
Some patrons are busy eating their
meals, others sipping coffee, and yet
others patiently waiting for the waitress
to either bring their food or to take their
orders. The restaurant is filled with
mesmerizing aromas of freshly cooked
ribs, smoky burgers and delicious
seafood. The blue water of the Trent
Causeway adds a hypnotic touch to
the already romantic atmosphere. The
restaurant walls are replete with antique
farming tools and myriad of other
ancient artifacts. The place is equally
quiet as it is dim.
The air is filled with sweet and soft
piano melodies. At first, it seems as
though the sound is dispersed from
speakers. Some patrons curiously
search for the source of the gentle
melodies.
But as the eyes adapt to the dim light
and the room comes to life, an elderly
man, in a black shirt, can be seen
jamming the piano keys with his frail
fingers. It seems that his eyes are fixed on
the piano while his mind is on a mystical
voyage with the invisible wings of his
melodies. He is focused on something
outside of the dim room, and perhaps,
even outside of this universe.
Barry McMullen was born in Toronto
in 1944, after the Second World War,
with an adverse skin condition. The
doctors at the time did not know the
exact cause and even the name of his
condition.
His skin was dry, rough and peeling
off. For two years, his parents tried
their best to look after him. But finding
no cure forced his parents to send baby
Barry to Toronto’s Hospital for Sick
Children, or SickKids. He remained in
the hospital until age 11.
“I saw horrible things in there,”
Barry admits. He wrinkles his forehead,
and digs into the deepest layers of
his memory, as if thinking loudly. “I
witnessed many kids die in the hospital,”
he whispers softly. “I am the lucky one. I
survived,” he continues.
While in the hospital, Barry learned
how to play the piano. “My father
encouraged me to play the piano,” he
says.
Barry’s skin condition is so adverse
that his hands look like tree logs and his
dried skin flakes off into tiny pieces as if
grinded with an invisible mortar.
Anyone who sees his hands for the
first time reacts to it the way one reacts
to a pinched-nerve. Barry is well aware
of people’s reaction. It does not bother
him a bit. His mind is always on the
future and his heart does not contain any
resentment and abhorrence. His disease
is not transmissible through contact nor
is it contagious.
Barry never learned to read musical
notes. He plays every song by ear.
“Music was a gift that I was born
with. I took that gift and ran with
it,” he says with absolute certainty.
At a young age, he hit the road with
different musical bands and played all

‘I never saw Barry’s
skin condition as a hindrance. I loved him for
his soul. He makes me
laugh even to this day.’
Laurie McMullen
over North America. It was his musical
talent that landed him a fabulous wife,
Laurie.
Barry has been married to Laurie for
38 years. She is 15 years younger than
him and is a successful event manager
and empathetic wife. She speaks of her
husband with love and affection.
Because of Barry’s condition, they
decided not to have children of their own
because there was a chance of passing
on the disease to his offspring. Instead,
they adopted a daughter and named her
Katherine.
Laurie recalls her first meeting with
Barry and her subsequent love affair,
engagement and marriage with vivid
details.
“I fell in love with his personality and
music,” she says with a fond emphasis
on the two words, “personality” and
“music”. With dots of light dancing in
Laurie’s eyes, she journeys back down
her memory lane and recalls the way
Barry proposed to her.
“We had been seeing each other
only for six weeks, when one day, while
driving in Toronto, he proposed to me.
I said, ‘Of course, I will marry you!’
says Laurie with a big smile on her face.
She blushes while uttering that decisive
sentence and the spark of unconditional
love glitters in her eyes.
When Barry was young, he would
spend five hours in the bathtub everyday,
in order to remove dead skin from
his body. “It was a painful process,”
says Laurie. Now that he is older and
medications have improved, he doesn’t
need to soak himself as often.
Barry’s condition is an inherited
type of severe hyperkeratosis, which
causes “a widespread, thick, platelike
scaling of the skin,” according to the
Harvard Medical School website.
Unfortunately,
this
condition
currently has no cure.
Laurie still helps her husband when
he takes his socks and shoes on or off
because the socks stick to his skin and
are hard to remove.
Barry’s skin condition was never an
issue for Laurie.
“I never saw Barry’s skin condition as
a hindrance. I loved him for his soul,”
says Laurie. “He makes me laugh even to
this day,” she continues.
Barry’s story is a tale of human
resilience. It is a saga of victory over
physical limitations and a triumph over
an enemy that he was born with.
Although Barry’s skin condition is
not contagious, his sense of humour
certainly is. He takes life as tenderly as
the melodies of his piano and as gently as
the morning breeze.
To his grand- and great-grandchildren,
McMullen is a loving Papa. To the patrons
at the restaurant where he performs, he
is a skilled pianist, who takes them away
from their worries into the realm of
melodies and tunes.
He is a man of small stature. But inside
that small frame, there is a heart that
contains the universe.

Barry McMullen is a 72-year-old pianist who never learned to read musical notes. He plays everything by ear and has
memorized hundreds of songs. McMullen has a rare skin condition called hyperkeratosis.

The foot of Barry McMullen, a 72-year-old pianist,
is shown. McMullen has a
rare skin condition called
hyperkeratosis.

McMullen, a pianist, never
learned to read musical notes.
He plays everything by ear
and has memorized hundreds
of songs.
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Basketball team wins close one
By Lori Christmas
This past Tuesday, Lancers fans at Loyalist College were on the edge
of their seats for the entire four quarters of the men’s basketball game
against the Fleming Knights.
With leading scorer Tyronn King out for the game, the Lancers needed to bring their all if they wanted to make it into a playoff position.
In their last match-up with the Knights in November, the Lancers
took the game, winning by nine points. But they seemed to struggle to
get ahead on Tuesday.
The first half of the game was neck and neck, only a one or two possession game most of the time, with the teams fighting for the lead. With
the Knights ahead by three points with the half ticking to an end, the
Lancers were looking for something to get them going and to enter the
second half on a high note.
With under a minute
remaining, the Lancers
‘We’re in the mix but
made a steal and found 6
foot 7 inch forward Tigh
there’s a lot of teams
Chapman on a breakaway.
playing for the last spot.’ Chapman dunked the ball
over the rim and the crowd
Assistant coach Caleb Hugh
erupted with applause and
jumped to their feet, creating a roar throughout the
gymnasium. With Chapman’s basket, the Lancers entered the second
half down by only one, trailing the Knights 43-42. Chapman ended up
scoring 18 points for his team.
Entering the second half, the Lancers needed to pick up their energy
if they wanted to come out with a win.
“Our energy on defense needed to change,” assistant coach Caleb
Hugh said.
The third and fourth quarters were as close as the first two. The lead
went back and fourth between the teams as both the Lancers and the
Knights were shooting well. Guard Jeremiah Dulla was shooting threes
like he couldn’t miss, keeping the Lancers in the game as their offence
picked up. Dulla was the leading scorer of the game with 30 points.
The energy through the crowd and on the bench was getting higher
and higher as the final minutes of the game approached. With two minutes left, the Lancers were up by only two points, 74-72.
The Lancers had possession of the ball and they came down the court
with determination. Forward Carter Maschi was given the ball and as he
drove the basket, he was fouled but still made the layup. The crowd went
wild as the Lancers made their lead a two possession game with less than
a minute and a half left.
The Knights couldn’t seem to score with their possession and with 30
seconds left, the Lancers went up by another two points.
Maschi was then fouled by Jaquan Levene of the Knights. He made
both free throws giving the Lancers the win by eight. The final score
was 80-72.
The win Tuesday night means a lot for the Lancers as they hope to
make it into the playoffs.
“We lost a couple of our games that were keeping us in the playoff
hunt so we really needed this one to keep our hopes alive to get to the
OCAA playoffs,” assistant coach Hugh said.
The Lancers now need to win their final two games to make it to the
playoffs.

Photo by Lori Christmas

Carter Maschi of the Loyalist Lancers men’s basketball team drives the lane to the basket past Fleming Knights defenders. The Lancers defeated the Knights 80-72.
“We’re in the mix but there’s a lot of teams playing for the last spot,” Hugh said.
To get to the playoffs, Hugh said they need to continue performing
well on defense and to work together as a team.
“We don’t really live or die with just one player. It’s a group effort so

we need every player on the team to bring it each night,” he said.
The Lancers play the George Brown Huskies this Friday at home before heading to Centennial College on Feb. 22 for their last game of the
regular season.

Women‘s volleyball team
defeated in set action
By Liam Smyth
It was a sad but humbling mid-February for the
women Lancers as last Sunday afternoon’s game
was the final regular season home game for the
women.
The game really hit home for two of the women
individually because it would be their last time
playing in front of their home fans, marking the
final regular season home game of their collegiate
careers.
Before the game got underway, there was a
beautiful ceremony organized by the Loyalist
coaching staff honouring two of its graduating
players, Emilie Leneveu and Sara Piana Yafu.
The two players were rewarded for their contributions to the program and on their academic
success.
After the ceremony, there was a game to be
played against the visiting Georgian Grizzlies.
Coming into the game, the Grizzlies were nipping at the Lancers’ heels for third place in the
conference.
Sunday’s game would be the rubber match between the two teams as the two had met previously at Georgian, where the Grizzlies would come
out on top, winning that game three sets to two.
Sunday’s game started off with the Lancers firing out of the gate. They took the play to the Grizzlies, but it seemed whatever they had in store for
their opponents they seemed to be well equipped

to counter. It kept the play tight and the first set
a nail, which sadly finished with Georgian on top
25-23.
The next two sets were both filled with hard
work and determination as neither team seemed
to want to take control of the match. However, in
the end, the Grizzlies, with the help of a few lucky
bounces, would win the next two sets 25-22 and
25-18, giving them the clean sweep.
After the heartbreaking loss, Mackenzie Clark,
a newcomer to the team, was asked how she felt
her team performed.
“During our first, we came out with a lot of fire
in us. We were hyped from the previous game we
played against them. We started off just how we
wanted and controlled the tempo and had the desire to win. Unfortunately, we couldn’t quite pull
through and lost the first two sets which could
have gone either way. Overall, everyone played a
great game and fought to the very end.”
The Lancers were looking to bounce back after
the tough loss as they were set to travel to Seneca
on Feb. 15. Loyalist won the first of the two meetings in convincing fashion against the Sting, winning the match three sets to one.
This is an important game for the women, as
they are looking to end the season on a positive
note, and enter the playoffs with as much momentum possible. This is a team that has what it
takes to make a late post-season push, if they are
able to get hot at the right time.

Photo by Liam Smyth

(L-r) Emilie Leneveu and Sara Piana Yafu, Loyalist Lancers women’s volleyball players, try to block the
ball during the final home game against Georgian Grizzlies, which ended with 3-0 loss for the Lancers.

Men’s volleyball team gets swept by league-leading Grizzlies
By Liam Smyth

Photo by Liam Smyth

The Loyalist men’s volleyball team took on the league’s best, the undefeated Georgian Grizzlies. The Lancers would go on to get swept by the Grizzlies, stretching their losing streak to
seven games.

Entering play riding a six-game losing streak
hasn’t allowed the Lancers men’s volleyball team
a lot to cheer about.
However, before their game against the Georgian Grizzlies on Sunday afternoon, captain and
No. 8, Adam Strickland was honoured by the college in his last home game of his collegiate career.
After the festivities, Loyalist turned their attention to their visiting opponents, the Georgian
Grizzlies, who entered the game first in the conference, while bolstering an undefeated record of
17 and 0.
The Lancers, who lost the first meeting at
Georgian three sets to none, were looking to pull
off a huge upset in their last game in front of
their fans.
The first set quickly went in the visitors’ favour
as they flew out of the gates and dominated play.
Excellent play from the Grizzlies and unforced
errors made by the Lancers saw the home side
lose the first set by a devastating 25-11.
Loyalist, who refused to be a part of a blowout
in their own house, fought back and made the
second set a nailbiter but sadly fell short, losing
again, but by a close score of 26- 24.
The Grizzlies were just too overwhelming and
took the third and final set with ease, finishing

off the Lancers with a final score of 25-17, completing the sweep and handing Loyalist its seventh consecutive loss.
Four-year veteran Joseph Bresee was asked after the game about his time playing with teammate and friend Adam Strickland.
“Adam was a tremendous teammate and an
even better captain. He was my captain for four
years. Over those, we grew to be great friends.
It’s unfortunate that we couldn’t get him a win in
his last game at home but he knows that we did
everything we could to make it happen.”
Bresee also commented on the current status of
the team and the near future to follow.
“We just can’t find a way to win. Losing the
last of these seven games has been more than
frustrating to say the least. We have the potential to be at the top of the league but we just
haven’t been able to finish out games, which
has been our downfall. Looking on to next year,
we’re only losing one guy. Keeping a majority of
the team and bringing in some talented recruits
will hopefully see our record flipped by this
time next year.”
With a record of two and 17, it’s clear to say
that the team’s final game of the season against
Seneca will be one for personal pride. They will
be looking to end their year on a high note and
take their success into next season.
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Kirk Dainard (centre), as
well as others who participated, stripped down as the
competition began.
Photo by Chris Donovan

Shirtless fishermen brave the chill
By Noah Park

(Above) Shirtless
fishermen try their
luck at wining a new
ice drill.
(Left) Participants
catch small fish as
they wait for the
games to begin.
Photos by Chris Donovan

In this rapidly modernizing world of high consumption
and instant entertainment, there are some things in life
that are simply irreplaceable – like chilling shirtless on
top of a frozen lake.
Kirk Dainard, a resident of Hamilton, travelled over
three hours to Picton with a group of his friends for the
annual ice fishing derby held by Merland Park Cottage,
located on the shore of Picton Bay.
“Fishing is just awesome. It’s a peace of mind and you
do it to get away from the world. It’s relaxing,” said Dainard.
With the cloudy sky above and the snow-laden lake
below, the horizon was more or less blurred, giving people on the ice a feeling of walking on the clouds in a very
therapeutic way.
This weekend was, for many, a time away from work
and stress – strictly good vibes only.
“It’s seeing the good people come out and fun events
that make me want to come back,” said Dean Jones, a
resident of St. Catharines who has been attending the
fishing derby for the last seven years.
The weekend event celebrates its eighth year and attracts people from surrounding cities as well as some
further ones like Ottawa.
A few men, in their heavy waterproof winter boots
and toques, started the day before noon, on the ice waiting patiently in the temperature well below subzero, for
the subtlest pull on their tiny ice fishing rod. It was less
dramatic than they hoped for and they had to settle
with a few cold beers and call it a morning.
For others, the day started off with a barbecue lunch
at noon and after that, people started descending on the
ice around 1:30 p.m. for the main event – the famous
shirtless ice fishing competition.
Nearly 50 people made up of young and old gathered
enthusiastically on a small makeshift ice rink over the
frozen lake with multiple holes drilled through.
At one point, the organizer had to ask people watching to step off to the side due to water overflowing up
the holes.
As soon as the countdown hit zero, participants started shedding their thick parkas and long shirts that were
protecting them from the unforgiving wind chills, and
soon some of them were left with only their thick chest
hair for cover.
Nervous laughter burst out among the crowd as people shook vigorously to fight off the cold while waiting
for any sign of a pull on their rod.
For the first 15 people to catch a fish – most likely perch,
prizes including a new TV, were waiting for them.
Just a few minutes into the competition, the first
competitor yelled out “Got it!” and soon the others got
their share of the glory.
Among the hairy-chested were a number of children
enjoying the entertainment on the ice. Some of them,
thrilled to ice fish for the first time, hoped to come back
next year after catching their first ever fish on the ice.
“I was really excited because I knew we get to win a
prize. And I’ve never been ice fishing before so it was
fun,” said Samantha Jouwstera, a 13 year-old resident
of Brighton.
For a video look at this story, click on this link:
https://vimeo.com/204401802

(Left) The Insley brothers, Dolin, Kayden and Layten man their fishing holes at
the eighth annual Ice Fishing Derby at Merland Park in Picton Ont.
Photo by Yader Guzman

(Bottom) Kids bobbed for Tim Hortons doughnuts on a string before the shirtless festivities began.
Photo by Chris Donovan
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Waving the flag proudly
By Martine Foubert

Photo by Gracie Postma

Benjamin Kashira, an immigrant from the Congo, has lived in Canada for the past five years. His appreciation for
Canada is very clear. He shares his enthusiasm about it every day and passionately talks about how blessed he is to
live here.

Nowadays, the red and white flag that flies proudly and distinguishes us as a country is known
worldwide. However, a mere 52 years ago, it didn’t
exist. The prime minister at the time, Lester B.
Pearson, proposed Canada mark its individuality
as a country of all cultures.
Around 5000 designs were submitted for review. Many of the designs included maple leaves
and beavers.
In the end, the design chosen to represent our
country came from George Stanley. The hunt for
a flag to represent Canada was intended to officially make us united as a country.
“The flag is the symbol of the nation’s unity, for
it, beyond any doubt, represents all the citizens
of Canada without distinction of race, language,
belief or opinion,” said the Honourable Maurice
Bourget during the first flag-raising ceremony.
Since it was first raised on Feb. 15, 1965, the
flag as done some spectacular things. In 1982,
the Canadian flag went to the highest point in
the world when Canadian mountaineer Laurie
Skreslet took it to Mount Everest. It has also been
launched into outer space on NASA’s Challenger
space shuttle, in 1984, with the first Canadian
astronaut, Marc Garneau. Today it does its most
important job uniting every single person in this
country as Canadians.
The photojournalism students at Loyalist College were asked to capture the many different
faces of Canada for this year’s National Flag Day,
taking photographs of people who are new to our
country.
For a look at how new immigrants feel about
Canada, go to this link:
https://vimeo.com/204296003

Photo by Vivian Tabar

Shivani Narendranath,10, poses next to a Canadian flag in her home.
Narendranath moved to Canada from India 5 years ago with her parents.
The family is currently in the process of immigration and came here for a
better life. Narendranath’s favourite thing about Canada are the schools.

Photo by Lori Christmas

Justin Torres immigrated to Canada with his family 12 years ago in 2005, when he was 12 years old.
Torres and his family came to Canada from the Philippines. Torres says his favourite part about living in
Canada is watching the Leafs play.

Photo by Martine Foubert

Linh Nguyen is learning English at Loyola in Belleville.
She is from Vietnam and immigrated here two and a
half years ago. Since moving here, she has completed
high school and started doing online courses in the
goal to one day become a chemist.
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Kellie Leitch walks off the stage after speaking to a crowd of 1,200 about Canadian values being at stake with Bill M-103 at the Canada Christian College in Toronto. Levant’s
site Rebel.Media called on supporters to condemn M-103 as an attack against Canadians’ right to free speech. The event was relocated an hour before its start due to “threats”
and according to Faith Goldy they were “bullied” out of holding the event at the Montecassino Hotel.

Rebel yell heard loud at rally
By Andrew Ryan
The Rebel, Ezra Levant’s far-right leaning media publication, held a “Freedom
Rally” against motion M-103 at Canada
Christian College. The anti-Islamophobia motion, presented by Liberal MP
Iqra Khalid, condemns Islamophobia
and other forms of racism. Particularly controversial is that M-103 singles

out Islam, in condemning racism and
hate. The crowd of close to 1,200 were
searched individually at the door, and
signs containing hateful slogans (one
calling for an outright ban on Muslims
in Canada) were kept out of the event.
After Levant, three Conservative leadership candidates spoke to the crowd
including Kellie Leitch, Brad Trost,
and Chris Alexander each speaking to

“regular” Canadians about how M-103
threatens their freedom to dislike the
Muslim faith.
The event was, according to Faith
Goldy, “bullied” out of Montessino Hotel and Event venue, who denied comment on the event’s cancellation. The
Toronto Sun reported that the hotel
received a “threatening” phone call and
decided to cancel The Rebel’s event. The

Sun reported this on Feb. 14 however
The Rebel did not change the location
of the event on Facebook until an hour
before the event’s start, causing confusion amongst attendees.
Ezra Levant singled out Vice news,
which drew jeers from the crowd, as well
as labelling the CBC as PM Trudeau’s
state organ. Dr. Charles McVety offered
the Christian College as an alternative

venue at no cost to The Rebel’s after
Montessino Hotel cancelled. McVety
spoke briefly about his daughter and
how he doesn’t want “to see her covered
in a burka.” After keynote speakers,
Goldy called on “the bucket brigade”,
a group of volunteer donation collectors armed with red plastic buckets, and
roamed the aisles collecting cash contributions – similar to a Sunday mass.

(Above) A woman wearing a Make America Great Again cap arrives at the Canadian
Christian College for a rally against motion M-103.
(Left) An audience member salutes at a free speech rally held by right wing media outlet
The Rebel.
Photos by Yader Guzman

Photo by Yader Guzman

Ezra Levant, founder of right wing media outlet The Rebel, speaks at a rally opposing motion M-103. Levant repeatedly taunted the media covering the event,
calling them liars and fake news. He specifically called out Vice News and the
CBC.
An audience
member,
wearing an
INFOWARS T-shirt
at a rally held by
right wing media
outlet The Rebel.
Photo by Yader Guzman

Photo by Andrew Ryan

People in attendance of The Rebel Media’s Rally for Free Speech stand as Ezra Lavant walks to the
stage at Canada Christian College.
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(Left) Gregg Rhodes stands in front of
his home on Delaware Ave. Rhodes’
home was built in 1890 and he has
lived there since 1973.
(Below) Rhodes was awarded a
Heritage Award in 1990 for the maintenance of the wood siding of his home.

Delaware and Seneca Ave.
in South Central Burlington
is a prime example of infill
housing in a mature neighbourhood. The construction of larger houses in this
quaint community has caused
outcry amongst some of the
residents. The community is
filled with large, old trees that
contribute to the character of
the neighbourhood.
Some of the
residents started a
group on Facebook
and have made
signs to voice their
opinions about what
is happening in their
neighbourhood.

Nancy Henderson
holds a baby while
she walks down her
street. Henderson
sees the community
as her home and enjoys the fact that she
lives in a friendly
neighbourhood.

a divided
Photos and story by Lori Christmas

Nancy Henderson recalls exactly how she felt when a real
estate agent asked her if she was interested in selling her
house.
“This is my home. You can’t put a price on my home.
You can put a market value but if you honestly think that
I would buy into this and you were going to have me
sell to you so you could bring your little Toronto people
down here to build their monster home, you could not
put a price on buying me out,” says Henderson of Delaware Avenue in South Central Burlington.
Henderson’s neighbourhood is made up of the street she
lives on, Delaware Avenue, as well as the street parallel,
Seneca Avenue. She has lived there for 15 years.
It is a quaint neighbourhood filled with large beautiful
trees - some of rare varieties - children riding their bikes
and friendly neighbours. It is just a short walk to Lake
Ontario and downtown Burlington. The houses are small
and old, some over 100 years, and have a certain charm to
them, nothing short of heritage homes in some people’s
opinions.
This community is experiencing what is called mature
neighbourhood infill housing. Builders have recognized
the appeal to this neighbourhood and they are buying
some of the smaller homes, tearing them down, and
replacing them with larger, new houses in what seems to
be a hurried manner.
Henderson, along with some of the other residents in
the neighbourhood, says she feels upset with the rate of
change on her street as well as the design of some of the
new houses.
One of Henderson’s neighbours, Jan Christmas, who is
my aunt and introduced me to the issue, has similar feelings about what is occurring.
“The fact that really bothers most of us is that the character of the neighbourhood is being lost with the houses
that are put up that have no character. It started out
with one house design. That’s why you see the ‘No More
Cookie Cutter’ signs,” Christmas says.
The residents who feel strongly about the issue at hand
have made signs that state, ‘No More Cookie Cutter
Houses – Restore, Renovate, Respect’, and display them
on their front lawns.

Many of the houses on Delaware and Seneca are of
historical value. One of these homes belongs to Gregg
Rhodes.
Rhodes’ home was built in 1890 and he has lived there
since 1973. In 1990, Rhodes won a Heritage Award for
maintaining the original wood siding of his house. This
classified Rhodes’ house as an A Home, which is a heritage home.
The class system for houses consists of A Homes, B
Homes, and C Homes. An A Home is considered a heritage home, while a B Home has the potential of becoming a heritage home based on the surrounding area. A C
Home is a home that is not protected as a heritage home
and can be bought and torn down.
Unfortunately, since the construction of modern houses
and the destruction of older houses in the area, Rhodes’
home has been downgraded to a C Home without any
warning and can now potentially be bought and torn
down. Because the surroundings in the area have been
modernized, a beautiful heritage home is no longer
protected.
Something that the residents of Delaware and Seneca
love about their neighbourhood is the sense of community. It is a type of community in which the people
are simple minded, enjoy life, and are friends with their
neighbours.
“You can drive a community, but you have to build
it in such a way that people are going to get out front
and communicate. If you continue to build these homes
without a front window and these big two car garages
that force people to stay inside or spend time in their
backyard, then people won’t talk to each other,” Henderson says.
Community is a vital concept that is being lost in
modern living areas such as subdivisions and condominiums. It is rare to find a neighbourhood with such a strong
sense of community as the one on Delaware and Seneca.
Infill housing in mature neighbourhoods is happening
in communities across Canada. As much as the residents
are displeased by this, it still happens and it is becoming
more difficult to preserve heritage. It seems that change
in these neighbourhoods is becoming inevitable.

Cindy Consentino stands in front of her new home with her husband, down the street from her previous home. Consentino loved the community and decided to stay in the area despite a larger house being built beside her old home.

community
“There are stories to be told in
every house, in every community, and it’s just being decimated
for the almighty dollar.”
		— Nancy Henderson

This home on Delaware Ave. has been torn down and replaced with a larger home that doesn’t match the characteristics of the ones surrounding it. It is much
closer to the house on the right compared to the house that stood before it, which has caused problems for the owner next door such as privacy and sunlight.

Graham White lives on Delaware Ave. and is also upset with the infill of larger houses. He says, “what the people coming
into our neighbourhood are doing is really intensification.”
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“We need more education to teach
people that water is a luxury. People
are too concerned with convenience
and not conservation.”
- Eveline Pos-Malkin

(Top left) Pos-Malkin prepares dinner using water collected from the
Oak Hills spring.
(Top, right) Despite having several
rain barrels on her property, the
lack of rainfall has left Pos-Malkin a
victim of the drought.
(Left) To conserve water Pos-Malkin
does her laundry at the Stirling
public laundromat.
(Middle) Pos-Malkin uses recycled
water to wash her dishes. “It takes
me longer to do ordinary tasks,” she
said.

Story and images by Taylor Bertelink
For the first time in the history of the Quinte
area, a Level Three Low Water Condition
was declared by the Low Water Response
Team and Quinte Conservation on August
4 and remained until Dec. 15.
Snow and recent rain have improved conditions slightly, moving the area to a Level
Two Low Water Condition says, Quinte
Concervation General manager, Terry Murphy.
“The low water conditions we are still experiencing are unprecedented for this time
of year,” said Murphy in November.
“During our last low water situation in
2012, conditions had returned to normal
by mid-October. There are some residents
who still have wells that have not recovered.
There is a concern for wells that remain dry
as we move into the winter months, as they
may not recover until the spring,” said Murphy.

husband have six rain barrels on their property and a water cube that they use for flushing the toilet and boiling for washing dishes,
cooking and bathing.
For drinking and eating they depend on
store-bought bottled water or travel 40
minutes to the Oak Hills spring in Stirling
where they are able to bottle the water and
take it home.
“I will go to the spring and there is almost
always a line-up of people waiting to collect
water. Most of them are in the same situation as I am,” said Pos-Malkin.
“You just assume you’re going to have water until it’s gone — I think there should be
more awareness of what life would be like if
you could not have water come out of your
tap,” said Pos-Malkin.

For Trenton resident Eveline Pos-Malkin,
local drought conditions literally hit rock
bottom when her well run dry on Oct. 19.

“In September, I noticed the well starting
to get lower and lower, until recently. Then
it would jump down metres at a time until
the water was dangerously low. That’s when
I knew I’ve got to do something,” said PosMalkin.

To conserve water, Pos-Malkin and her

“What’s going to happen next year? If it’s

like this next year, I don’t know what we are
going to do. It’s going to be so hard to do
normal living. Maybe it is a one-time thing
—let’s just cross our fingers. If it happens
again, we are in trouble,” said Pos-Malkin.
Though the water levels have risen slightly
since the fall, Pos-Malkin continues to
make efforts to conserve water.
“The well is not replenishing very quickly
because the ground is frozen. What little we
have in our well now needs to last us until
the spring,” said Pos-Malkin.
Pos-Malkin has no choice but to make a
lifestyle change to conserve water. She encourages others to do the same.
In one week, the couple uses approximately two large jugs of water. “I am so much
more aware of how much water we use and
now I am bothered to see people being so
wasteful with it,” said Pos-Malkin.
“We need more education to teach people
that water is a luxury. People are too concerned with convenience and not conservation,” said Pos-Malkin.

Pos-Malkin spins with joy at the first sight of snow in hopes that it will replenish her well.

Pos-Malkin uses an old trolley and bungee cords to carry three jugs of water up the steep hill and loads 15 gallons’ worth of water into her Mazda car.

