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Veterans, their family and supporters from across the 
country came to stand together on Parliament Hill 
Tuesday to demand acknowledgement on the issue of 
mefloquine and the “Somalia Affair” of 1993. 

Nearly 25 years after Canada’s mission in Somalia, 
and the ill-fated events that resulted in the “Somalia 
Affair”, Marj Matchee, wife to Master Corporal Clay-
ton Matchee spoke up for her husband at an anti-
mefloquine rally on the steps of Parliament Hill in 
Ottawa. 

Mefloquine, sold under the trade name Lariam, is 
a drug used to prevent malaria. It was prescribed to 
the soldiers of the Canadian Airborne regiment and 
other regiments on their missions in both Somalia 
and Rwanda as well as missions in Afghanistan and 
Iraq. 

Clayton Matchee was one of the two individuals 
charged with the murder of 16-year-old Shidane 
Arone in Somalia in 1993. After an attempt to take 
his own life, Matchee was left with a traumatic brain 
injury and was determined unfit to stand trial. After 
these events, the Canadian military quickly pulled 
the Airborne regiment out of Somalia and disbanded 
it because of the actions of the two soldiers. The en-
tire ordeal was quickly dubbed “The Somalia Affair” 
by the media, and was broadcast all over Canada. 
Both soldiers were taking mefloquine during their 
time in Somalia.

The group on Parliament Hill said the drug has a 
long list of both short- and long-term adverse effects, 
ranging from things such as anxiety to psychosis and 
sometimes ending in suicide. 

Dr. Remington Nevin, a former American military 
physician, described the use of mefloquine as causing 
an “epidemic of mental illness, an epidemic of sui-
cide, brutal and senseless murder on battlefields and 
home fronts.” 

Nevin goes on to say that had mefloquine been 
more regulated, tragedies such as the Somalia Affair 
could have been prevented.  

Dave Bona, who took part in the mission in So-
malia, stood alongside his ex-wife and described his 
battle with the drug’s effect on his psyche and those 
of his comrades.

“Right now, we have all these vets walking around 
with misdiagnoses of PTSD, so they’re being treated 
for PTSD. We must change the thoughts behind that. 
Doctors need to know that mefloquine may have in-
jured these people. And the only way that’s going to 
happen is through outreach and acknowledgment.” 

The organizers of the rally say they reasonable 
goals in what they want to see done with the drug. 
Although mefloquine has been designated as a drug 
of last resort in the Canadian military, it is still avail-
able to any civilian in Canada, and is still often chal-
lenged to have any adverse effects whatsoever. 

A report released by the Department of National 
Defence in July stated that Health Canada’s safety re-
view found “limited evidence supporting that long-
lasting and permanent neurological and psychiatric 
adverse events are caused by the use of mefloquine.”

What the anti-mefloquine group would like to see 
is the Canadian government to acknowledge the fact 
that mefloquine could have played a role in the “So-
malia Affair” and as such have the “Somalia Inquiry” 
reopened. 

“They have to acknowledge the damage caused by 
this drug,” said Bona. “And that means they have to 
admit that they injured us.” 

Effects due to mefloquine can vary to extremes 
and according to Nevin, even a “sizeable minority” 
can experience the intense effects of the drug. Vet-
erans at the rally described unsettling dreams while 
taking the drug, seeing things that weren’t there, and 
experiencing uncontrollable rages all while on me-
floquine.

Marj Matchee described an unsettling event with 
her husband in a statement for the Standing Com-
mittee of Veterans Affairs of the Canadian House of 
Commons. She stated that while on home from leave, 
Clayton Matchee was haunted by a demon believed 
to be a direct result of the mefloquine.

“I woke that night to the sheets soaked in sweat. I 
glanced over and there was Clayton, staring intently 
at the foot of the bed. I will never forget it. His face 

was pale, covered with sweat. He was clearly in a 
panic,” she said. 

“Finally, when he could talk, he explained that he 
had been having a nightmare. In his nightmare, a 
creature was pulling him by the feet. A creature with 
a mouthful of skinny long fangs. Unless he prayed it 
away, he was sure it would get him.” 

Originally an American product, the drug was not 
yet licensed in Canada during the time of the Soma-
lia conflict. And yet, the veterans at the rally who 
risked their lives in battle also said they were ordered 

to risk their mental health by taking mefloquine on 
a regular basis. 

“Those who received this drug received no safety 
warnings,” said Nevin. “They received no monitor-
ing, even though many developed the very symptoms 
listed in the American drug label that required im-
mediate discontinuation. All of this occurred before 
the drug was licensed in Canada.” 

Medical experts say the drug’s symptoms also 
mimic those of post-traumatic stress disorder and 
traumatic brain injury, making the diagnoses of these 

injuries that much harder. 
Asked during Question period about mefloquine 

and its effects, and what the government is doing 
in terms of an investigation of the drug. Minister of 
Veterans Affairs Seamus O’Regan responded to those 
protesting the drug.

“Whatever the cause, we support veterans with 
service-related illnesses and injuries. Every situation 
is unique. We work with each veteran on his or her 
individual circumstances. The health and well-being 
of our veterans it our top priority.” 

Rally focuses on mefloquine
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Cpl. Stephan Beardwood places a photo, boots, and beret of Scott Smith at the anti-mefloquine rally in Ottawa on Sept. 19. Scott Smith, along with 
countless others, was lost to suicide during his tour in Somalia.
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Loraine Cheer, one of the owners of Cheer Farms, organizes a bucket of apples and gets them ready to sell to the next 
customer. Cheer’s booth at the Brighton Applefest street fair was crowded, no matter how warm the weather got.

Brighton Applefest brings out throngs of visitors during hot weekend
By Monica Stefanick

In the small town of Brighton last 
weekend, the air had a fragrant aroma 
of apple pie and funnel cakes. 

Brighton’s Applefest is held every 
year on the last full weekend in Sep-
tember. This year marked the 43rd an-
nual Brighton Applefest. Families and 
friends gathered along Main Street to 
peruse the street vendors, who were 
selling everything from baked goods, 
to clothing, and art.

Delicious food stands had a range of 
mouthwatering items. D-D Meats, an 
Alliston vendor, sold freshly cut meat 
sticks, sausages, salami and even bones 
for your dogs. Handing out free sam-
ples for passing crowds, Matthew Swan 
chuckled, “It’s hot, but not too hot,” 
while talking about his well-known hot 
meat sticks. 

Children’s laughter could be heard 
from miles away and music was flow-
ing in the wind as crowds toured the 
small town and  its festivities. 

 In a Facebook post, the organizers 
of Applefest said, “Whether you’re a 
child or just a child at heart, come on 
out to the FREE Lions Club Children’s 
Village!!!” The event was enjoyed by 
people of all ages, with such a wide 
range of vendors there was something 
for everyone, whether it was at the 
Brighton Girl Guides cookie booth, or 

the funnel cake truck.
Not only did participants  enjoy 

apples of all varieties, there was also 
a car show where  people could view 
over 200 different classic and modi-
fied vehicles. Cars, motorcycles, vans, 
you name it, they had it. There was 
never a dull moment walking up and 
down the aisles of vintage Mustangs 
and Lamborghinis. . Owners of the 
vehicles stood close by and looked on 
with pride as the crowds stared in awe 
at their automobiles.

Out of the 150 vendors, Cheer Farms 
was one of few farms to  to actually 
sell their own apples. With lines out 
the door of her apple booth, Loraine 
Cheer, co-owner of Cheer Farms with 
her husband Dave,  had plenty of ap-
ples to go around. Cheer Farms is a 
family-run farm market in the heart 
of Brighton, selling a variety of home-
made goods and fresh fruits and veg-
gies. 

Following the event, organizers of 
Applefest said attendance was great.

 “Once again Brighton Applefest had 
just under 10,000 people enjoying the 
weekend of events. The Lion’s Club 
Children’s Village had over 3,500 chil-
dren and adults alone. The helicopter 
rides ran from mid Friday mid to until 
Sunday at 6 p.m.. The Main Street was 
full all day and  the car show had over 
300 cars on display that day.”
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(Above) Andrew Proud shows first-timers Jatinder Singh Bhatti and Sandeep Singh how to slackline 
at Loyalist last week. With the help of several students, the campus rec co-ordinator Cory Mestre 
organized slacklining every Wednesday afternoon and evening.
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(Left) Loyalist College welcomed therapy dogs on campus. Ellana Battaglia, a first-year student in  
pre-health sciences, embraces the loving Molly, an eight-year-old Yorkshire terrier/poodle mix.
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(Above) From left, Giovanni Watson and Roy Riddell are on a well-earned break from the construction 
at Loyalist College. “Stay in school kids, or you’ll end up getting paid $30 an hour doing construction,” 
says Riddell laughing.
Photo by Hayden Morgan

(Below)  Loyalist students (from left) Cailey Jones and Michelle Christopher play bingo during universal 
break in the Shark Tank last week.
Photo by Andrew Ryan

Mark Kingston squats his second rep of 285 pounds in the college’s fitness 
centre.
Photo By Colin Emerson

On campus
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At Belleville’s year-
end A&W show and 
shine car show, Andy 
Durant came early with 
his Plymouth Valiant, 
sports car edition. 
Durant has had 62 
show cars through-
out his lifetime. He 
also brought his dog 
Hershey even though 
it was hot because he 
made him feel guilty 
when he was getting 
ready to leave. Hershey 
will fetch his own cook-
ies when asked to.
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(Above) A young boy points as the parade 
passes by during the Brighton Applefest.
Photo by Andrej Ivanov

(Right) Wally Sawkins  is a stage-three  
cancer survivor and ex-police officer who 
rode behind Terry Fox during a portion of 
his run across Canada. Wally is pictured 
here at the Terry Fox run in Belleville with 
his grandson Wally Jr., 8, and his wife Elaine 
Sawkins.
Photo by Andrew Ryan

Around the community

(From left) Sisters Alana Woodley and Patti Woodley participated in the Terry 
Fox Run at Zwick’s Park. They walked three kilometres for their mother who 
passed away from cancer. 
Photo by Stefany Harris
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