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 On the corner of Bertram Boulevard, a spectacular array of lights brightens the whole street and holiday spirits. The beautful display has taken a month to set up and will be around until Jan. 6. 

Lights brighten up neighbourhood

 Al McCrory’s home on Bertram Boulevard has a wide array of decorations, including  a 14-foot tall polar bear. Mccrory sets up this array of lights every year to 
celebrate the Christmas holidays. 
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There is nothing quite like lights to 
celebrate the Christmas holidays. In 
an older, quiet Belleville neighbour-
hood on the corner of Victoria Av-
enue and Bertram Boulevard, there is 
an extravaganza of lights.

The house is alive with the most 
spectacular decorations: candy 
canes, splashing waterfalls, reindeer, 
polar bears, twinkly lights and Santa 
Claus.

This mesmerizing display has 
been set up by Al McCrory, 64, just 
in time for the holidays for the start 
of the Christmas season. McCrory 
spends a whole month by himself 
putting it together and takes it down 
Jan. 6. He gets his lights from all 
over the world and has spent ap-
proximately $6,000 over the years 
just for the display.

Setting up lights has become a tra-
dition for Mccrory over the past 40 
years because he was never able to 
have them as a child.

“When I was a kid, we weren’t al-
lowed any Christmas lights because 
we couldn’t afford them. And my 
neighbour would always have lots of 
lights. I think it’s just a childhood 
thing, so now I just do it,” McCrory 
said.

McCrory has added to the display 
every year so now all the nooks and 
crannies are filled with beaming deco-
rations.

The front lawn has a glowing field 
of reindeer, flowing waterfalls, red 
candy canes, bright, happy snow-
men, a real looking Santa Claus, and 
a humongous 14-foot tall polar bear. 
All the trees, railings, and windows 

are draped with every colour of lights 
possible. The yard is so lit up, it can 
be seen all the way down the street. 
There are very few dark spots left.

McCrory’s favourite part about 
Christmas is the lights.

“I turn the lights on Dec 2. Dur-
ing that week, I was out here putting 
stuff up and it was just really dark,” 

He said, “I had all these other lights 
on and I was just really working at it. 
I stood up and looked and thought to 
myself ‘Oh my God, it’s really turn-
ing out.”

He also said he loves when he hears 
kids when they come and hearing 
people when they see it. McCrory gets 
very positive reactions about his dis-

play. People come by all the time.
“When I’m in the garage, I hear 

people thank me. I was out here do-
ing some work and somebody drove 
by and hollered out ‘God bless 
you!’”

The array of lights brings a sense of 
joy to everyone who sees them. People 
gather around the house, stop their 

cars to look, and gaze in awe as they 
take in the beautiful display.

“You don’t know how amazing it’s 
going to turn out, but it always seems 
to turn out one way or the other. I 
always say I’m never going to do it 
again, but I always do. I already have 
stuff going for next year already,” Mc-
Crory said.

By Colin Emerson

The Hasting Prince Edward 
District School Board is being 
strongly criticized by some peo-
ple because of plans to rename 
Moira Secondary, one of Bel-
leville’s oldest remaining high 
schools. 

With the closing of Quinte 
Secondary School, students are 
set to move to Moira Secondary 
in September of 2018. 

Over 300 people submitted 
suggestions for a new name to an 
online poll, Belleville East Sec-
ondary School, Downie Second-
ary School, East Hill Secondary 
School, East Side High School 
and Meyers Creek Secondary 
School are among the top five 
chosen by the board. 

Because Moira Secondary’s 
original name was not included 
on the ballot, a petition started 
by Brendan Coffey a former 
Moira Secondary School student 
has been gaining traction with 

1,500 people signing in efforts to 
thwart the decision to change the 
school’s name. 

Jeff Runciman,  a Moira Sec-
ondary alumni, said he does not 
support renaming the school.

“While I applaud the intent/
gesture to welcome the Quinte 
students to Moira, it is just that – 
Moira. Changing the name won’t 
actually create a new school dy-
namic. I think it may create feel-
ings of loss and alienation for 
both the new students and exist-
ing Moira students.

“Then there is the cost of re-
branding the school: signage, sta-
tionary supplies, school apparel, 
etc. Additionally, why is Centen-
nial Secondary allowed to retain 
its name, but not Moira?

“Quinte students will also be 
attending that school next year.  
Moira has built a rich tradition of 
welcoming students from diverse 
backgrounds and areas for more 
than 50 years and in the process, 
become a centrepiece for the 

Hastings and Prince Edward Dis-
trict Board of Education. To strip 
the school of its name is to strip it 
of its heritage and history.” 

HPEDSB Communications 
Officer Kerry Donnell was asked 
about the board’s rebranding 
plan. “The board of trustees 
made a decision to vote on a mo-
tion to close Quinte Secondary 
School. Students from Quinte 
Secondary will be integrated into 
Centennial high school with the 
bulk of students going to Moira 
secondary. 

“ It was decided that Moira 
Secondary will undergo rebrand-
ing with a new name and logo.” 
Asked if any new decisions would 
be made because of public back-
lash to the renaming Donnell 
said,  “Any changes would come 
from the board of trustees. ” The 
polls to choose the new name of 
Moira Secondary closed on Dec. 
12, which will make way for the 
final decision on what to rename 
Moira Secondary.

Controvery continues
over high school renaming
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Frigid sunset

Terry Bolton stands and watches the sunset after shovelling his walkway. Hastings County expe-
rienced its first winter dumping of snow for 2017. Frigid temperatures  continue today and then 
snow is possible on Friday. 


