
Vol. 50 · Issue #14

Thursday, February 14, 2019
Loyalist College · Belleville, ON · Canada

Photojournalism Program Edition

Photo by TaeHyeong Kim

Salute to flag day
YongIl Kim from CFB Trenton wears his beret at his home in Belleville on Tuesday. He came to Canada to study in Monteral first in 2007. After getting his PhD and citizenship to Canada in 2013, he 
worked as a researcher in environmental field in the U.S. He came back to Canada in 2016 and now serves in the military. Friday is Flag Day in Canada. To see other photos on the subject, see page  5.

By Frank Moses

Dr. Niigaan Sinclair believes Truth and 
Reconciliation should remind all Cana-
dians, “We are never in a state of finality 
– we are in a constant state of becoming.” 

The distinguished Indigenous activist 
and teacher spoke to a near-capacity au-
dience on Monday evening at Loyalist’s 
Alumni Hall as part of a three-day visit 
focusing on Indigenous education.

Niigaanwewidam James Sinclair is 
Anishinaabe and a professor in native 
studies at the University of Manitoba. 
He has a bachelor’s degree in educa-
tion from the University of Winnipeg, 
completed a master’s degree in native 
and African-American literatures at the 
University of Oklahoma, and a PhD in 
First Nations and American literatures 
from the University of British Colum-
bia. 

Sinclair is a gifted speaker who mixes 
humour and intelligence with an un-
apologetic message – things are not 
right for the Indigenous Peoples of 
Canada.

“Indigenous education today is still 
an ornament. Make it important as 
math,” said the scholar, as he spoke to 
a mixed audience of staff, students and 
alumni. Sinclair’s idea of education 
spreads beyond the classroom. Cur-
riculum is not necessarily what Sin-
clair wants educators and students to 
concentrate on. He believes hallways 
are more important than classrooms as 
places where truth and reconciliation 
can be practised. 

Sinclair was invited to Loyalist by 
Troy Maracle, Indigenous education co-
ordinator for the Hastings and Prince 
Edward District School Board. 

Asked about the goal of the evening, 

Maracle said, “The biggest part was to 
bring a national speaker in to share our 
message… for the teachers and adminis-
trators. I knew his message would reso-
nate with so many people in the com-
munity.”

And resonate it did. Sinclair spoke 
for over 90 minutes on subjects ranging 
from his own activism, to anti-pipeline 
protests, to the many indignities Indig-
enous Peoples have suffered at the hands 
of the Catholic church, various govern-
ments and a discriminatory legal system 
throughout the history of Canada.

He described being in tears during a 
CBC Radio interview after the verdict of 
not guilty handed to Gerald Stanley, in 
the shooting death of 19-year-old Colton 
Bushie.  

Stanley, 56 at the time, was charged 
with second-degree murder in Boushie’s 
death. His two-week jury trial ended 
Feb. 9, 2018 with a not guilty verdict  in 
the Court of Queen’s Bench in Battl-
eford, Sask. 

The case split the community. 
For farmers, Bushie was a trespasser, 

who, with friends, threatened the safety 

of the Stanley family as they came unin-
vited to the farm – intent on committing 
crimes. For Indigenous Canadians and 
many others, including Prime Minister 
Justin Trudeau, a miscarriage of justice 
had occurred. 

Sinclair believes Bushie was one more 
victim in a long line of Indigenous peo-
ple denied justice – even in death. 

“What I felt was absolute apathy and 
what I said was Canada never fails to dis-
appoint.” 

That disappointment extends to the 
current issues with pipelines in Canada. 

A cycle of proposal, negotiation, ig-
noring or giving short shrift to Indig-
enous input and eventually ends in stale-
mate, with pipelines in limbo, because 
the government doesn’t follow its own 
laws and treaties. This was a message 
Sinclair underscored.

Sinclair could be said to stand on the 
shoulders of giants in Indigenous schol-
arship and activism.  

During his talk, he called attention to 
the work of Phil Fontaine, Elijah Harper 
and Bill Wilson, father of former Jus-
tice and Veterans Affairs Minister Jody 
Wilson-Raybould. Sinclair’s father is 
Senator Murray Sinclair, the first ab-
original judge appointed in the province 
of Manitoba, who served as chairman 
of the Indian Residential Schools Truth 
and Reconciliation Commission from 
2009 to 2015, and was appointed to the 
Canadian Senate in 2016. 

“We can be more than the violence 
that rains down upon us. The politics of 
division are very attractive.” 

Sinclair cautioned the audience to 
avoid polarizing themselves with slant-
ed social media and stereotypical opin-
ions.

“My best friend is a guy named Kelly 
Kowalchuk, a Ukrainian – he votes for 
a party I would never vote for. But he 
has been my brother since Grade 10. 
If I had one person I could give my 
daughter to, and I had to do it – he’d 
be right up there.” Such sentiments do 
much to broaden our understanding of 
what brotherhood and sisterhood truly 
mean. 

The audience members left Monday’s 
talk with a few more intellectual tools – 
tools to build a spar on a bridge of un-
derstanding and fellowship between all 
the peoples of Canada.
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Truth and Reconciliation scholar Niigaan Sinclair spoke to Loyalist staff, students and alumni on Monday Feb. 11 at 
Alumni Hall.

Indigenous enlightenment critical
in education of all Canadians

By Matthew Botha

Proposed cuts to the province’s public education system by the Doug 
Ford government continue to leave a bitter taste in the mouths of teach-
ers across Ontario.

With Ontario currently sitting at a $15-billion deficit, the Conser-
vative government is slashing funding to a number of services. In an 
effort to keep taxes lower, this will include a four per cent cut to public 

education. 
The Ontario Secondary School Teachers Federation, the OSSTF, has 

made it clear that they won’t let this cut go unnoticed. Both teachers and 
supporters rallied outside of Hastings-Prince Edward MPP Todd Smith’s 
office in Belleville Friday afternoon. 

Armed with signs and a loudspeaker, they yelled “Shame!” as several 
guest speakers slammed the Ford Government. 

“We are here to say that the education system can’t offered any cuts,” 

argued OSSTF District 29 President Scott Marshall. 
Teachers said the cuts will mean increased class sizes, and less one-

on-one attention for students with special needs. 
“We need to protect and enhance our public education system… It 

builds very strong communities. It’s a great equalizer. Anytime there’s 
talks about cuts, we are going to be here to defend the system…right 
across the board we would see an impact.” 

...See Protests, page 3

Teachers rally against education cuts
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By Shelby Lisk

As I sit down at my laptop, I know that 
what I write in my opinion column needs 
to be twice as researched as my male 
counterpart. I know that I can’t come off 
sounding too emotional, because then 
I will be automatically discounted, as so 
many women are when we get enraged 
about that which has an actual impact on 
our daily-lived experience, while the men 
around us calmly discuss and debate the 
intricacies of their well-earned views and 
opinions about what it’s like to live our 
existence. 

This is just a part of the double stan-
dard of living as a woman every day of my 
life.

While I won’t claim to be the most well-
versed person in politics, and I was only 
alive for one year of Brian Mulroney’s 
leadership as prime minister, when I saw 
the cartoon in question I thought, “This 
same old trope again… aren’t we done 
with this?” 

The implied message of Brian Mul-
roney pushing his daughter Caroline 
Mulroney in a baby carriage with the 
speech bubble indicating she was born 

easily into her role, not only completely 
disregards the hard work (an undergrad-
uate degree in government from Harvard 
University and a law degree from New 
York University School of Law) she has 
done to get to her position, but also in-
fantilizes the grown and capable woman. 
Perhaps because if she is smaller (read: a 
child), she is easier to step on. 

It also reinforces an engrained and 
harmful stereotype that women are 
owned by their fathers. (Think purity 
balls: the old-school tradition of a formal 
father-daughter dance at which teenage 
girls pledge to remain abstinent until 
marriage, while their fathers pledge to 
cover and protect their daughters’ sacred 
virginity).  

I would also argue that this comic plays 
into the greater stereotype that women 
can’t gain power based on their own mer-
it, but need to ride the coattails of fathers, 
brothers and husbands.

When we try to create fair and equal 
opportunity for women, we are pushed 
even further down by the opinion that 
we are getting a leg up. The opinion still 
prevails today that I, as a woman, and 
the added layer of being an Indigenous 

woman, likely get opportunities because 
of my minority status. The seven years 
of post-secondary education, list of jobs 
on my resume and list of awards that I 
can put after my name, apparently mean 
nothing compared to the anger men feel 
about the strides that our society is try-
ing to take towards creating equality and 
therefore, perhaps bumping them slightly 
from their cushy seats at the top.

While some audiences think it is funny 
to point a satirical finger at the legacy sta-
tus of politicians such as Caroline Mul-
roney and Justin Trudeau, I am certain 
that with a bit of creativity, there are other 
ways to make jokes that don’t reinforce 
harmful stereotypes of an era I would like 
to believe was left behind with my grand-
fathers. 

For those of us who choose to think 
about history and peer through a gen-
dered lens, this cartoon is just another 
example of what happens when a woman 
seeks power.

We should all know by now that wom-
en in politics do not get the same treat-
ment as men (think Trump vs. Clinton in-
terviews and debates during the 2016 U.S. 
presidential election). Treating women 

like children is a tried and true tactic. 
Popular media takes names like Eliza-

beth Warren and she becomes “Lizzie,” 
for example. Nancy Pelosi isn’t Speaker 
Pelosi, she gets called “Princess Nancy” by 
Herman Cain. Elise Stefanik, 33-year-old 
congresswoman, is called a “little girl who 
can run home to Mommy and Daddy” by 
her opponent Steve Krieg. 

Women are called sweetie, honey and 
young lady and when women protest they 
are called bitches, brats, liars, bossy and 
power hungry. 

The Price of Power and Backlash 
against Female Politicians, an Ameri-
can study from 2010, found that “when 
female politicians are perceived to be 
power-seeking, voters react negatively 
with feelings of moral outrage,” however, 
“preferences for male candidates were un-
affected by power-seeking intentions.” 

We have also seen that female politi-
cians may endure backlash that goes even 
further than losing votes or being called 
names. We’ve witnessed the threats of vio-
lence and death that happen to women in 
politics simply for their existing and dar-
ing to be in the public eye with an opin-
ion.

“Alberta Premier Rachel Notley has 
faced a barrage of death threats and vio-
lent comments in a trend that Saskatch-
ewan female politicians describe as ‘terri-
fying’ and ‘alarming’ at turns, and a severe 
example of the kind of trolling they may 
face,” reported CBC in May 2018. 

 “You have all the misogynists out there 
who make threats just because a premier 
might be female,” says Neil LeMay, a se-
curity consultant working with premier’s 
security details. “For some of them, it 
doesn’t matter whether they agree with 
her policies or not, it’s just the fact that 
she’s in a position of power that they feel 
traditionally belongs to a man,” LeMay 
told the Ottawa Citizen, in 2017 for an ar-
ticle discussing the varying threats aimed 
at Ontario Premier Kathleen Wynne.

While I don’t suggest the cartoon in ques-
tion implies death threats upon anybody, I 
do feel that there exists a slippery slope be-
tween stereotypes, prejudice, threats and 
action and perpetuating these harmful ste-
reotypes should be taken seriously. 

In closing, my call to action is easy: let 
women exist in positions of power with-
out being treated like children, treated 
like villains or threatened with death.

By Frank Moses

Privilege.
Brian Mulroney is a former prime min-

ister, successful lawyer and businessman 
– and the current elder statesman of con-
servative politics in Canada. 

Thanks dad! 
 Indeed. 
From ages 10 to 19, the prime min-

ister’s residence at 24 Sussex Drive was 
Caroline Mulroney’s home. She has two 
degrees, one from Harvard and another 
from the New York University School of 
Law. While in law school, she interned at 
the New York Attorney General’s office. 

She is fluent in four languages and has 
enjoyed careers in law, public service and 
philanthropy. 

One must work diligently to accom-
plish so much, but had Ms. Mulroney a 
lesser pedigree, she would not have had 
the opportunities to excel and the privi-
leges she enjoys to this day. 

There are other views. 
My esteemed teammate just across the 

page is a smart, vibrant and politically en-
gaged woman. 

Shelby Lisk, named for her father’s fa-

vourite sports car, is indeed a mustang.  
She has a degree in gender studies and is 

currently completing her photojournalism 
schooling at Loyalist College in Belleville. 

Ms. Lisk is an award-winning writer 
(see her story in the Jan 31 edition) and 
staunch advocate for Indigenous rights 
and the rights of women. 

When we examined the cartoon in a 
group class, her view, in my words, was 
that Ms. Mulroney is literally infantilized 
by her position in the stroller – her gen-
der diminished by a looming and patron-
izing father – steering her to success.

Our views differed because I identify 
as an old white man (I just looked in the 
mirror) and I feel that we pale males get a 
lot of undeserved association with privi-
lege.

I recognize another aspect of privilege 
– service – as the next two women exem-
plify. 

My mother June raised four children to 
school age. In 1970, she emerged from the 
cocoon of wifely duties woven by society 
and circumstances, and began a career. 

Very rare in those days. 
Mom would take a bus from Arnprior 

to Ottawa to attend nursing college. One 

day, she broke her leg slipping on ice and 
spent weeks in a cast – but she hobbled 
to the bus stop with crutches, and then a 
walking cast – and finished her training. 
My father, a corporal in the RCAF, took 
on a second job to support her studies.  

Mom went on to spend over 25 years in 
nursing, specializing in helping the men-
tally ill.

I spent some time in the military and 
worked with one of the first female infan-
try officers in Canada, Eleanor Taylor. 

In 1998, she was an idealistic, fit, smart 
and driven lieutenant – in a man’s hegemony. 

There was pushback to having women 
in an overwhelmingly male trade. Mi-
sogynistic cowards once even slashed her 
tires – in the parking lot at work.  

As a major, Eleanor Taylor was the first 
woman in the history of NATO to com-
mand a combat team in battle. She was 
responsible for the lives and well-being 
of over 150 soldiers in Afghanistan – and 
won the admiration and respect of ev-
eryone she worked with: including the 
Afghani elders with whom she parlayed 
with. 

Eleanor is now a lieutenant-colonel 
and mother. Times have changed.

Today, half the ministerial positions in 
federal government are held by women. 
We have a feminist prime minister in Jus-
tin Trudeau, who may yet prove his ideals 
and step aside for one of the more capable 
women in his cabinet.

In 2018, three of the four candidates for 
the leadership of the Progressive Conser-
vative party in Ontario were women. If 
not for preferential ballots and a system 
of points assigned by riding, Christine El-
liott, with the popular vote and a majority 
of ridings in hand, would have won. 

There are family, social, health, safety 
and professional issues in Canada un-
fairly affecting women and other genders. 

This is clear. 
Ms. Lisk is correct in her views and 

uses evidence to back up her argument. 
I too have a reasonable interpretation of 
the editorial cartoon. 

I feel our gender divide is widening.
The University of Regina set up a con-

fession booth in 2014. Men are now free 
to confess their sins in promoting “hyper-
masculinity”. Women and other genders 
are invited to share their experiences with 
hypermasculinity as well. 

So nice to hear from all sides.

“In a free society, everyone, regardless 
of gender, is free to be a manipulative, 
narcissistic, emotionally destructive ass-
hole,” writes Meghan Daum, in her piece 
for Medium titled, #MeToo Will Not Sur-
vive Unless We Recognize Toxic Feminin-
ity. 

Daum asks if women sometimes use 
their gender to gain advantage or perpet-
uate female stereotypes to the detriment 
of men and women in their lives.  

She opines that the term toxic mascu-
linity “…frequently shows up in online 
feminism as lazy shorthand for register-
ing disapproval of just about anything 
men do at all.” 

“But when are we going to grant equal 
rights to women and admit that toxic 
femininity also exists and can be just as 
poisonous?” she asks.

We should all want equality, but we are 
not going to attain it if we sit in various 
camps sniping at each other with biased 
generalizations and vituperative half-truths.  

In the end, Caroline Mulroney can 
stand up for herself. We shouldn’t let the 
privilege of others divide us more than we 
already are. 

June and Eleanor would be disappointed.

Dueling pens

Illustration Courtesy of the Toronto Star

Editor’s Note: A classroom discussion about the editorial cartoon by Theo Moudakis of the Toronto 
Star led to a request for opposing opinion columns written by second-year photojournalism students 
Shelby Lisk and Frank Moses.

Women need to be treated fairly

Privilege, rather than sexism, influences idea
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Elementary Teachers Federation Hastings Prince Edward President Dave Henderson leads teachers gathered at local MP Todd Smith’s office on Friday afternoon.  The teachers were protesting cuts to 
the public school sector.

 The federation wanted to make it abun-
dantly clear that they are not picketing be-
cause of any worries about reductions in pay. 

They said they were there for the chil-
dren, and their right to having access to all 
resources needed to make sure they are re-
ceiving the best education possible. 

“Survey results from our collective bar-
gaining survey show that our members are 
not interested in salary increases or other 

personal benefits. They’re more interested 
in investments,” stated Elementary Teachers 
Federation Hastings-Prince Edward  Presi-
dent Dave Henderson in a speech he gave 
to the crowd. 

“Twenty first century learning is not all 
about smart boards and non-permanent 

vertical learning systems. The reality is, it’s 
about high needs students. It’s about inte-
gration with support.” 

 The teachers acknowledged the fact that 
the Ontario government is in debt, but that 
education is not the place to make cuts. 
Henderson touched on the fact that the gov-

ernment spends millions on a standardized 
EQAO test that they would be more than 
willing to part with. 

Marshell left the crowd with a simple 
plea, “If you cut the education system of 
today, you will end up paying for it in the 
future.”

Protests…
Continued from Page 1
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The city of Belleville purchased the former Cabaret building last month. Having a strip club right in front of the City Hall has become a huge concern for the 
council members as well as among the general public. 

By Mari Hiramoto

The City of Belleville announced 
last month that it had purchased the 
site of the former Cabaret strip club 
downtown. 

City council also passed a bylaw to 
authorize the purchase of the build-
ing and property on Front Street for 
$675,000 from a private owner.

The city changed its bylaws a few 
years ago to limit the areas where 
new adult entertainment facilities 
could open. Any new business owner 
would need to require city council to 
re-zone the land or make an excep-
tional approval. 

As of 2019, there is only one prop-
erty, the Go Go Club on North Front 
Street, that is designated under the 
new bylaw. 

“From my perspective, there is a 
desire just not to have it along the 
riverfront, one of the gateways to 
the downtown core. Front street and 
Highway 2-Dundas Street are one 
of the redeveloped gateways to the 
town. Council has spent around $30 
million rejuvenating the street gate,” 
said Matt MacDonald, the city’s di-
rector of corporate services. 

The Cabaret club, located right 
across from City Hall, had always 
been a controversial business among 
many local residents. There was even 
a petition that requested the site be 
shut down and relocated.   

“Those of us that jog, walk, bike 
or try to take advantage of the wa-
terfront trail certainly encounter 
employees and patrons  smoking 
and loitering in the back of  this es-
tablishment,” Mihai Petroianu, the 
organizer of the petition, stated on 
the petition web page. “One sim-
ply cannot walk by this landmark 
without noticing the cigarette butts 
and discarded beer cans around the 
property and the adjacent parking 
lot.”

The city of Belleville has been 
focusing on revitalization projects 
in the downtown core and the wa-

terfront trails. Many people argued 
that having a strip club right beside 
historic sites would impact the im-
age of the city. 

“Council members may have got 
[negative] comments from the gen-
eral public about how they feel 
about that kind of establishment be-

ing there, in such a visible location. 
Certainly, when we have dignitaries, 
whether they be provincial or feder-
al, or from sister cities like Gunpo or 
Lahr, [the club] is right there in front 
of the City Hall. I think there is some 
sensitivity to that,” said MacDonald. 

The former strip club is currently 

surrounded by the two city-owned 
parking lots, the Moira River, and 
the waterfront trails. Belleville May-
or Mitch Panciuk stated last month 
that council is planning to demol-
ish the building and use the land as 
a parking lot until they decide on a 
suitable usage. 

“We are still doing due diligence 
on the property prior to taking the 
ownership. Once the ownership is 
transferred to us and if all things go 
right with the environmental inves-
tigations, Council will then have to 
decide what direction they wish to 
go,” said MacDonald. 

Downtown strip club to be torn down

By Kyle Visser

It’s that time of year again. When the weather sepa-
rates the believers from the non-believers of winter 
tires. 

In 2008, the province of Quebec mandated by law 
that winter tires had to be on all vehicles from Dec. 
15 until March 15 of each year. A $60 fine and two 
demerit points are given if you are caught without 
them. 

But is the hype all true? Or is it an exaggerated dif-
ference that snow tires make?

“Get winter tires,” said tire expert Jim Wannamak-
er of Belleville in a video interview.

Wannamaker has worked at Action Towing and 
Automotive, Bob Clute AutoMart and Taylor Auto-
Mall, spending most of his career in the auto indus-
try. 

“At 7°C, your tires start to shrink,” Wannamaker 
says. This means the rubber on your all-season tires 
harden, making them less likely to grip the road, ac-
cording to the website for the Tire and Rubber As-
sociation of Canada, or TRAC. 

“All tire rubber will begin to stiffen as the weather 
gets colder, but the latest generations of winter tires 
maintain their elasticity, even at extremely low tem-
peratures approaching -30°C and below, thus provid-
ing superior traction and grip. Instead of thinking of 

winter tires only as ‘snow tires’ you may want to start 
thinking of them as ‘cold-weather tires’.”

In a 2018 survey by TRAC, 76 per cent of Canadi-
an drivers owned winter tires. However, this is heav-
ily influenced by the Quebec and Atlantic regions, 
where winter tires are mandatory. An estimated 97 
per cent of residents in those provinces own winter 
tires, while in the rest of the provinces, the percent-
age is only 67 per cent. 

Among those who own winter tires, 80 per cent 
say they feel that winter tires have saved them from 
“being involved in a potentially hazardous driving 
situation.”

In Ontario, 54 per cent of owners say that “All sea-

son tires are good enough”, and 21 per cent say that 
winter tires are “too expensive.”

“It costs around $20 to put on a tire. How much 
do you spend partying on the weekend? Is it worth 
it to spend $100 to put on four winter tires?” Wan-
namaker says. 

Many automotive storefronts will store your win-
ter tires as well as put them on for you.

To see a video on this subject, go to:

https://vimeo.com/
loyalistphotoj/tires

Winter tires worth the cost
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Tiger McDonald, from the Trenton Golden Hawks skates with some kids at this year’s FrostFest in Batawa. “My favourite part was playing hockey on the outdoor rinks with the kids. It’s awesome to 
play with future hockey players and try to get them a little more intrigued with the game. It also kind of takes you back a bit to where you were when you started playing and how far you’ve come.” 
The whole team was out to show their support for the event. 

By Desirée Decoste

Saturday was this year’s 13th annual 
FrostFest in Batawa. It was a perfect day 
with the weather, chilly but it was sunny 
and enjoyable for all the families who 
showed up. There was a great turnout of 
approximately 750 people who attended 
this year’s event. 

“The event is a great event to embrace 
the Canadian winter. It allows for fami-
lies to come together and enjoy indoor 
and outdoor activities,” said Karen Park-
er, special events coordinator for the City 
of Quinte West. 

“My favourite part of the event was 
seeing families enjoying their time to-
gether and familiar faces who attend 
each year and look forward to the event.”

The Trenton Golden Hawks hockey 

team was out to skate with the communi-
ty and show their support for the event. 

“The event was incredible, very well 
run and organized, as expected. It’s fan-
tastic to see so many people in the com-
munity come out to the event,” said Tiger 
McDonald, a right and left wing on the 
Trenton Golden Hawks hockey team. 
“It shows how strong and tight knit the 
community really is and how friendly 
everyone is here. I attended the event 
last year as well and it was just as great!”

There was also free all-day enter-
tainment from marshmallow roasting, 
balloon twisting, face painting, horse 
carriage rides, a petting zoo and lots of 
dance routines from Astounding Heights 
Dance Academy. 

The dance academy is a place where 
all dancers can learn, practise and ex-

press themselves in different kinds of 
dance in a safe, judgement-free envi-
ronment, according to the Astounding 
Heights website.

The petting zoo was Kristie’s Little 
Portable Petting Zoo, which has been 
serving the Quinte West area going on 
11 years now. They travel all over, vis-
iting schools, nursing homes, day cares 
and many more places. The petting zoo 
started with rescues that people had left 
on their door step or donated to them. It 
is a non-profit and all expenses come out 
of pocket, according to their Facebook 
page. 

“This year, we added new enhance-
ments such as Crafts with Brittany, Olaf 
from Frozen and Mirror me Quinte, to 
name a few,” said Parker.

Mirror me Quinte is a fun photo 

booth that engages the guests though a 
touch screen of colourful animations, 
entertaining voice guidance and a cool 
user-friendly interface that everyone will 
surely enjoy. It includes a special feature 
that allows you to sign a message or your 
name using the touch screen and will 
print out your memorable photo instant-
ly, according to the Mirror me Quinte 
website.

There are also five outdoor skating 
rinks to choose from that the Batawa 
Community runs and maintains. The 
rinks are free for anyone to use, when-
ever they feel like skating.

“My favourite part is skating on the 
outdoor rinks. It’s so amazing that we 
have such a great outdoor skating facility 
that’s free and open to the public,” said 
Hannah Brown, community engagement 

officer for the City of Quinte West “I al-
ways love this event. This time of year, 
people are really starting to feel cooped 
up at home all the time and it’s great to 
get out to Batawa to enjoy some fun win-
ter activities.”

Seniors Unlimited was at the event 
serving low cost food and beverages to 
the families and individuals who wanted 
to buy them. Batawa Ski Hill staff was 
also onsite handing out $5 coupons to-
wards lift tickets for Saturday night.

To see a video of the event, go to:

https://vimeo.com/
loyalistphotoj/batafrost

Families have fun at Frostfest

By Kyle Visser

The All-Star high school women’s volleyball tournament 
took place last Friday night at Loyalist College. Starring 
the best of the best from all secondary schools in the 
Quinte area, the Pink and Purple teams ended the sport 
season with a bang.

Team captains Hope Brinkman (Purple team) and Kar-
olyn Yee (Pink team) shook hands and the game began.  

The set started with a solid lead from the Purple team, 
taking it 25-19. In the second game, Pink struck back 
hard with a defining final score of 25-16.

Despite this, the Purple team was merely down, not 
out. Purple took it back once more in a close third set, 
with a score of 25-22. 

Not to be taken back so easily, Pink struck back yet 
again with another blow of 25-19 to take the fourth set. 

A 2-2 set tie was in place with both teams having very 
strong moments and players. They don’t call this the all-
star game for nothing.  

Throughout the entire game, both teams were looking 
very strong at all points of the match with many bouts 
lasting for multiple minutes at a time.

A final set to 15 was next. Purple took a mild lead of 
8-6 before switching sides and striking hard and fast to an 
ace finish of 15-6, winning the tournament. 

After shaking hands with their opponents, the two 
teams gathered together for a team photo and speeches 
by their coaches.  

The coaches also presented awards to the two MVPs of 
the year on their respective teams to Karolyn Yee and A. 
Davidson. They received official Loyalist Lancers back-
packs as a reward for their efforts. 

Photo by Kyle Visser

Two teams from the All-Star high school women’s volleyball team receive a pep talk from one of the referees after the game. The teams 
included girls from high schools all around the Quinte area. 

High school all-stars
 play volleyball
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(Left) - Anastassiya Khrokova immigrated to Canada nine years ago from 
Kazakhstan. She lives in Belleville with her three kids and her husband from 
Africa. She loves her life in Canada because Canada is open to different cul-
tures and people from outside of the country. She also thinks Canada offers 
better opportunities and education for her children.
Photo by Mari Hiramoto

(Above) Hannah Mora has lived in Canada for about 10 years after moving from 
Texas with her parents and her brother. Mora’s father and brother are back in 
the United States and she plans on moving back at the end of February.
Photo by Desirée Decoste

Happy Flag Day!

Photo by Andrej Ivanov

Thi My Nguyen poses for a portrait with her wallet with a Canadian flag on it in Belleville. 
Nguyen became a Canadian citizen in 2013, but moved from Vietnam in 2003. 

Photo by Shelby Lisk

 Eloise Rolland-Carmichael moved to Canada from Saint Etienne, France nine 
years ago and just started her new position as international admissions officer 
at Loyalist College this week.

Photo by Brian Choi

 Carlos Bauer,18, is a newcomer who came from Bolivia when he was seven years old. He got his 
citizenship to Canada nine years ago. Bauer is a student of Loyalist College and he is majoring in 
business administration. 

February 15 marks the anniversary of the day Canada’s national flag was 
raised for the first time on Parliament Hill, in 1965. On the same day in 1996, 
National Flag of Canada Day was declared as February 15. This year the Pioneer 
is showcasing the diversity of our nation’s identity by asking new Canadians what 
being a Canadian means to them.
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The Ontario Snowmobile Oval Racers took to Rice Lake to battle it out against each other in what they said, is “the fastest two minutes of their lives.”

Photos by Matthew Botha

Winter racing on the ice
By Matthew Botha and Frank Moses

Ontario Snowmobile Oval Racers competed for the Gates Canada 
Golden Cup on a windy and frigid Rice Lake in Roseneath over the 
weekend.

The dead of winter doesn’t stop the women and men of the 
OSOR from having fun. 

“It’s a rush… the fastest two minutes of your life,” exclaimed 
OSOR Vice President Mark Reoch, when interviewed before racing 
started at the Golden Beach Resort, which hosted the event.  

Reoch notes the club has been active for three years and keeps 
gaining an active membership. “This is our biggest season yet. We 
have seven races… this year is working out really well. We were on 
another circuit before that for about ten years.” 

Reoch, Keith Smith, Carl Blight and Richard Greenfield founded 
the club when another they belonged to folded – and they haven’t 
looked back. 

It’s not an expensive sport. Most start in this sport with one-
lungers, venerable single cylinder sleds like John Deere and Yamaha 
models from the ’70s. One can get into it for a couple thousand 
dollars and have lots of fun. Some racers have modified sleds, 
which cost five or six thousand, which is still well under what some 
motorsports, such as motorcycle and car racing, cost. 

The young and old – boys and girls, women and men – help each 
other between races and then get their game faces on at the start 
line.

 The next race is the biggest of the season. The Feb. 15-16 
weekend will see racers from the United States and Canada vie for 
The 45 year-old Bonnechere Cup in Eganville, north of Ottawa.

To see the snowmobiles in action, click here:

https://vimeo.com/loyalistphotoj/
gatescup

Carbide runners and studded 
tracks make for good grip 
on ice, but riders have to use 
body language to negotiate 
high speed turns in the thrill-
ing sport of oval ice racing. 

A racer checks his overturned sled 
after spinning out ofcontrol on a turn. 
Such spills added to the excitement  
of the day - thankfully - no injuries 
were sustained during the two days of 
racing.

Racers line up in the staging area before setting off for a heat on Rice Lake. Winds helped drop the temperature to a chilly 
-22 during Saturday’s heats. 
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