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MP Neil Ellis kisses his wife Susan after being re-elected for a second term as MP for the Bay of Quinte riding.

By Alex Filipe

After a close race, the Bay of Quinte rid-
ing has re-elected incumbent MP Neil 
Ellis for a second term.

While the Bay of Quinte electoral 
district is still relatively new, after only 
being formed in 2013, the issues impor-
tant to its constituency seem to have re-
mained the same as the rest of Canada. 
Climate change, affordable housing and 
infrastructure all top the list, but for the 
older, aging population of Belleville, the 
issue of health care seems to stand above 
all.

“I think healthcare is a key issue for 
me,” said voter Gale Whitton. “(Voting) 

Is very important. Don’t complain if you 
don’t vote. You gotta put the person in 
there that you want.”

The person that voters in the Bay of 
Quinte wanted was the same one they 
chose in 2015, the Liberal party’s Ellis, 
who won the riding with a final total of 
21,745 votes. Conservative party candi-
date Tim Durkin was a close second sit-
ting at 20,425, which was just 1,320 votes 
behind Ellis. New Democratic party 
candidate Stephanie Bell placed third 
with 9,770 votes, followed by the Green 
party’s Danny Celovsky at 3,744, and 
Paul Bordonaro of the People’s Party of 
Canada with 1,202.

“We ran a good campaign, as well as 

anybody. It was an honest campaign and 
I thank all the candidates,” said Ellis at 
the beginning of election night. “Cli-
mate change, healthcare and affordable 
housing were definitely big issues. We 
are building affordable houses, but there 
will never be enough built to catch up to 
the demand.”

While it seems federal politics contin-
ue to become more partisan each year, 
the Bay of Quinte candidates seemed to 
want to make sure Belleville remained 
the ‘friendly city.”

“The divisiveness came out in the 
campaign but we’re all adults,” said Ellis. 
“As much as you see on TV, we do get 
along as members of Parliament.”

Most of the criticism directed towards 
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau was at 
past mistakes he and his Liberal party 
have made. Mistakes Ellis admitted were 
avoidable.

“A lot of our wounds have been self in-
flicted,” he said. “Hopefully, we learn by 
our mistakes and are still able to govern.”

And govern he shall; after Durkin 
threw in the towel after waiting until past 
midnight, Ellis spoke about the issues he 
plans to champion once he returns to his 
seat in Ottawa.

“Over the next four years, hopefully 
we can get more money in the riding for 
infrastructure such as affordable hous-
ing. We have pharmacare in our plat-

form which is close to my heart, that 
and family doctors and mental health 
specialists.”

The voters turned out for the Liberals 
all over Ontario, which helped net them 
a minority government with a total of 
157 seats. 

However, it is clear that they will have 
to work alongside other parties to pass 
the changes they promised, something 
that Ellis said he is looking forward to.

“The last 40 days have been a tough 
campaign, but it’s been unfortunate since 
I’ve been unable to help people,” he said 
on election night. “That’s what I’m here 
for, to help people in the riding. Tomor-
row we get back to work.”

Bay of Quinte elects incumbent
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Bay of Quinte NDP candidate Stephanie Bell shares a special moment with Terry Cassidy, the previous 
NDP candidate and now a municipal candidate. Cassidy described Bell as a “champion of diversity.” 

NDP candidate brings fresh perspective
Youth and idealism
brought unique outlook
to the election

By Jonathan Matthie

Stephanie Bell, Bay of Quinte’s own young and 
female NDP candidate — two firsts for the rid-
ing – is an up-and-coming example of new lead-
ership. 

Many are saying her hard-working ethic and 
a welcoming “hippie” mentality are an integral 
part of the message which continued to gain 
traction among younger voters during her elec-
tion campaign. 

Bell extended her goodwill last Monday 
evening by hosting a bi-partisan poll-watch-
ing event at the Picton Country canteen. 
“She is a champion of people of diversity,” said 
Terry Cassidy, the previous NDP Bay of Quinte 
candidate, who is now a Ward 2 municipal 
councillor.

Bell previously ran twice at the municipal 
level, and this was her first federal election.

During the Loyalist College all-candidates 
debate, Cassidy described Bell as a hid-
den gem, an “irrepressible life” now revealed 
to the Bay of Quinte community at large. 
“When they last did Pride parade here, Steph-
anie had these rainbow socks, right up to her 
knees, and she hugged everybody in the crowd. 
And it didn’t matter,” laughed Cassidy, “Not one 
little bit. She was with everybody. She was with 
the people,” he said, pointing to just how rep-
resentative Bell has become to a fresh perspec-
tive and growing change of political climate.. 
“We’re not about pushing anybody out. We’re 
NDP, but I don’t think we ever were, about 
that. But we are trying more, as a party, to 
reach out with respect, and connect to the 
message of an inclusive society,” said Cassidy. 
Bell has been similarly lauded by others, includ-
ing Liberal incumbent Neil Ellis, for the effect 
her youth, idealism and proclivity for hugging 

already had in planting seeds of change during 
this campaign. 

Coming third behind Cassidy and Con-
servative candidate Tim Durkin, Bell was 
clear to assert that many significant goals 
she’d set for her campaign were still met, in-
cluding a promised reserve budget at the 
end, now in place for the eventual follow-up. 
“I wanted to ensure we could go into it again 
strongly, after this,” said Bell, “because I believe 
we have a really good chance of winning next 
time, if we run again. Hopefully I’ll still be the 
candidate. If we come out the door strong, with 
the same signs, and delivering the same, power-
ful message, we’ll be able to do things even more 
effectively, with a team that already works really 
well together, and knows what we need to do.”

“That’s what it’s about,” agreed Cassidy, “Not 
owning it for yourself. As our campaign motto 
says: It’s about people. Working for them. Be-
ing with them. Connecting to them. We’ve done 
some things never done before, maybe never 
would have, if we didn’t have Bell as our can-
didate.”

This year, local NDP chose to make their cam-
paign office, what is colloquially referred to as,a 
“pop-up” — when needed. They just popped by 
the Artisan Collective Market in Belleville, cost-
ing almost nothing compared to what a normal 
office would.

“It means we’re thinking out-of-the-box dur-
ing an election, being more economical, stay-
ing more affordable. But more importantly,” he 
added, “we’ve created that youthful spirit, inter-
nally. Bonds between old guys and young guys. 
Or in this case, gals! That kind of thing doesn’t 
happen every day. We’re building on that, go-
ing forward. We really want to expand the way 
everybody, all parties, all voters, work together.”

To this point, Cassidy added: “I’m one of the 
old white guys. I’ve already had my 15 seconds,” 
he laughed.” Besides, I don’t need to do it again. 
Plenty on my plate. But I need to help her do 
it, be her support. That, I can do. By the next 
federal election, we’re going to have built up our 
vote total. I already know Stephanie’s going to 
get more tonight than I got four years ago.”
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(Above) Daniel Moore and his family watch the 
federal election results unfold on TV at  King-
Vaughan riding’s Conservative candidate Anna 
Roberts’ headquarters in King City.
Photo by Sam Brown

(Right) Maria Filipe celebrates her 97th birthday 
alongside her family during Thanksgiving. Incum-
bent PM Justin Trudeau has proposed a 10 per cent 
increase to Old Age Security (OAS) benefits starting 
at age 75, while the NDP has promised Canadians 
will get the pensions they have promised. With many 
candidates proposing funding and changes to  
support Canadian seniors, the wise eyes of the
country’s elders are set firmly on the candidates who 
will help them the most.
Photo by Alex Filipe

(Right) The Bay of Quinte riding candidates come together at 
the end of the debate for a group embrace. It included Steph-
anie Bell of the NDP (New Democratic Party), Paul Bordonaro 
of the PPC (People’s Party of Canada), Danny Celovsky of the 
Green Party of Canada, and Neil Ellis of the Liberal Party. 
Conservative candidate did not attend the debate at Centen-
nial Secondary School.
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(Right) Stephanie Bell, Bay Of Quinte’s New 
Democratic Party (NDP) candidate, jumps ex-
citedly seeing her name and number of votes 
during the 2019 Canadian Federal Election 
night. With a total of 7,116 votes, Bell placed 
third behind winner Neil Ellis (Liberal,17,003 
votes) and Tim Durkin (Conservative, 15,993 
votes). The 30-year-old Picton resident’s 
campaign focused on attracting young voters, 
community issues and better affordable 
housing.
Photo by Matthew Syriac Elias

Maryam Monsef stands with her fellow supporters after her victory speech during the federal election on Oct. 21. The Liberal 
incumbent and cabinet minister won a second term in the Peterborough-Kawartha riding with 39.2 per cent of the votes.
Photo by Jessica Munro

People’s Party of Canada leader Maxine Bernier participated in an event entitled: Uncensored – The Fight for Free 
Speech in Canada. The event was hosted at Mohawk College and featured YouTube political commentator Dave Rubin, 
Dr. Salim Mansur, and Dr. David Haskell.
Photo by Damon MacLean

Elizabeth Durkin reaches out to a photo of her father, Bay of Quinte MP candidate Tim Durkin, during his Conservative office opening. 
Photo by Alex Filipe
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Mark Holland is congratulated after winning re-election in the Ajax riding on election night. The Liberal incumbent said the party’s showing in the riding is the best it has ever had. 
Photo by Caleb Seguin

From left, People’s Party of Canada candidate Paul Bordonaro, Liberal Party incumbent MP Neil Ellis, New Democratic Party candidate Stephanie Bell, Conservative Party candidate 
Tim Durkin and Green Party candidate Daniel Celovsky participate in the all-candidates debate held by the Belleville Chamber of Commerce at the Empire Theatre.
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(Left) Three of five Bay of Quinte candidates (from left) 
Neil Ellis, Daniel Celovsky and Stephanie Bell, are pho-
tographed during the all-candidates meeting at Loyal-
ist College. A question about lowering the cost of cell 
phone bills and the cost of internet bills were among 
questions asked during the debate. 
Photo by Jessica Munro

(Above) Jaymie Sampa leads the LGBTQ parade, organized in response to the Christ Forgiveness Ministry group’s 
march through the city’s gay village. Sampa is the manager, program and partnership development of The 519 
Church Street Community in Toronto, which is the street where the rally took place. LGBTQ issues were part of this 
year’s federal campaign.
Photo by Matthew Syriac Elias 

(Left) A protester displays a transgender flag outside of St. James Church in Toronto as people gather for a 
counter-protest recently. The counter protesters assembled to challenge a Christian rally that planned to march 
up Church Street through Toronto’s Gay Village. LGBTQ issues were part of the debate during the federal election.
Photo by Sam Brown

Ryan Turcotte encouraged students at Loyalist College to register for voting during the Pizza and Politics event. Turcotte is a volunteer for the Bay of Quinte. Turcotte 
holds instructions on how students can vote. Millennials will make up for the biggest voting bloc in the federal election.
Photo by Jessica Munro 

(Left) York Bell-Smith moderates the municipal candidates’ meeting, 
organized at the Fellowship Christian Reformed Church in 
Brighton. The meeting attracted a big crowd and was  
simultaneously streamed on the church’s website and YouTube. The 
candidates talked about issues such as jobs, transportation and 
economic development.
Photo by Matthew Syriac Elias
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