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Santa Claus waves at crowds lining Bridge Street during Belleville’s Santa Claus parade Sunday night. For more parade photos, see pages 3-4.

Santa Claus comes to town
By Gagandeep Sarangal

Hundreds of people gathered along 
Bridge Street in Belleville on Sunday eve-
ning to watch the 21st Santa Claus Parade. 

The Belleville Chamber of Commerce 
has been organizing the Belleville Santa 
Claus parade for many years now.   Be-
fore that, the BDIA would co-ordinate it, 
which is where the tradition of hosting 
the parade downtown stems from.  

The person who helped organize the 
downtown parade now works at the 
Chamber of Commerce and this is one of 
the events they co-ordinate on behalf of 
the City of Belleville.   This year marked 
the 21st anniversary of the nighttime pa-
rade, but the origins of the parade date 
back more than 60 years. Santa Claus pa-

rades have been a tradition in Canadian 
communities since the first one was held 
in Toronto back in 1905.

The significant difference for the pa-
rade this year in Belleville was the new 
route. Traditionally, it travelled along 
Front Street, but over the years, it has 
started and ended at a variety of locations.  

The parade is much larger than it used 
to be and the reconstruction on Front 
Street has made it difficult for large floats 
to navigate the turns.  

“This year, the end zone we’ve used for 
the past three years was closed – meaning 
we had to find a new place to end the pa-
rade. The Bay View Mall provides a large, 
open space with a warm inside area where 
parents could wait for their children to be 
dropped off when they came  in off the 

floats,” said Chamber of Commerce CEO 
Jill Raycroft. 

There were new activities all along 
the route – something that’s not been 
done before, and the downtown created 
a pre-parade market. The Armouries & 
museum was open as a warming station, 
and East Hill Robin Jeffrey Park became 
the Rotary Reindeer Park, hosted by the 
Rotary Club of Belleville, with free hot 
chocolate and coffee, music and a couple 
of live reindeer, along with multiple lit-up 
reindeer throughout the park. 

 Bay View Mall was also open and 
while it was not meant as a viewing area, 
it was a great place for parents to wait for 
their children.   Many children ride on the 
floats for the groups they belong to, such 
as the Scouts, Girl Guides, Pegasus Cheer 

and Pentecostals of Quinte, to name just 
a few.

This year’s parade had 74 floats, in-
cluding everyone’s favourite, the Santa 
Claus float.

Belleville Police Const. Carl Kirby was 
at the intersection of Bridge and George 
streets, directing traffic.

“With me, taking part in the police ser-
vice here, with watching roads and doing 
traffic control, I think it’s really fun get-
ting to see this parade and enjoy it.”

An event that brings people together 
to celebrate is important for the commu-
nity.   It brings people a sense of belong-
ing to something special and the idea that 
their city will do this for their entertain-
ment is important.  Not everyone knows 
how many people it takes to organize the 

event, but this is also what helps to bring 
people together.

“With 74 floats in the lineup, and with 
at least two to five people being involved 
with every one of them, you can see there 
are a great amount of people necessary to 
make it happen.  By having events across 
the city for this parade, we were also able 
to showcase various spots in the city that 
need positive attention. The downtown 
was bustling, the East Hill was alive with 
families and children and everyone was 
having a very good time,” said Raycroft. 

Spectator Marlin Alexander said, ”I 
liked the parade. I haven’t been to Santa 
Claus parade in years and this was a good 
one. I think the new route is spectacular 
and I think it was a real community turn-
out, full of joy and happiness.” 
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(From left) Mya, Isabel, Jordan and Scott MacDonald pose inside a ‘Merry Christmas’ themed photo frame at the 
Festival of Lights. For more photos, see page 2.

By Jonathan Matthie
 
It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas, 
and few events say ‘tis the season’ better than 
the Belleville Festival of Lights— the city’s 
annual holiday light celebration. 

The origin of the Christmas display dates 
back six decades with Belleville residents 
Don and Rita Foster. Started in 1959, the dis-
play filled the entire front yard of their Emily 
Street home. It was a warm but heartbreaking 
memorial to their son Billy and his friend, 
Art “Sonny” Culloden, who were tragically 
killed the year before in a Christmas Eve traf-
fic accident.

The Foster family tribute grew, evolved 
and changed hands over the years as the 
Fosters grew older, before being taken over 
by the city and fully restored, thanks to ad-
ditional donations from the Culloden family, 
to become a permanent fixture of the festival. 
The Festival of Lights is viewed each year by 
thousands of people who enjoy this exhibi-
tion of light and the early display by the Fos-
ters.

Under the spotlight at Jane Forrester Park 
near Meyer’s Pier, the chilly, bated breaths 
of Bellevillians could be visibly seen. Mayor 
Mitch Panicuk pulled up to the event in a 
brightly glowing snow plow lit by hundreds 
of blue Christmas lights. The mayor was 
soon joined by several other city council 
members, including Pat Culhane, Kelly Mc-
Caw and Sean Kelly, who also doubled at the 
event’s emcee.

“This year’s Belleville Festival of Lights 
Launch will be beyond compare,” said Pan-
ciuk. “I have to commend the lighting dis-

play and gateway signage committee and 
city staff. Their commitment and creativity 
in planning this special season has attracted 
media attention well beyond our city. The 
unique initial display, and how it has evolved 
to become a regional attraction, has created 
a positive ‘Belleville buzz’ throughout the re-
gion and province.”

As spotlights dimmed above, the group 
headed to the famed Foster display, sur-
rounded by guests and media, for the count-
down to the launch. With an assist from 
councillor Culhane, Mayor Panciuk con-
nected two candy-cane themed power cords. 
Suddenly, the park lit up again like a Christ-
mas tree, encompassing a myriad of brightly 
coloured lights and holiday themed displays.

Not to be outdone, good old St. Nick him-
self also made his own festive entrance, drop-
ping by with wife Mrs. Claus on the inaugu-
ral “Santa Shuttle” to double-check his list of 
Belleville boys and girls, and greet families 
with hugs and selfies. The merry couple will 
continue to delight each Friday between 6:30 
p.m. to 8 p.m. Horse-drawn carriage rides 
will also be available to guests between 5:30 
p.m. and 7:30 p.m.

Hosted by DJ Scotty Lalonde, each festival 
event will feature special guests performing 
live music. In honour of the 60-year mile-
stone, the city council has also approved 
a $15,000 budget for two firework shows, 
weather allowing. The first was launched 
from Freestone Point during the kick-off 
event, lighting up the night sky. The second 
firework show will conclude the Festival 
of Lights on December 20, just in time for 
Christmas week.

Festival of Lights
delights spectators



Name

Cutline

Page 2 · The Pioneer · Nov. 20, 2019

A child looks to the sky as the fireworks begin during the Festival of Lights kick-off event last Friday. In honour of the light display’s 60th anniversary, city council also approved a $15,000 
budget to create a firework display launched from Freestone Point during the event, lighting up the night sky. 

Peter and Annis Ross, 
otherwise known as 
Santa and Mrs. Claus, 
participate in the city’s 
light celebration every 
year. Peter loves 
pretending to double-
check his list of Belleville 
boys and girls and Annis 
is also the chair of the 
festival’s lighting display 
and signage committee. 

(Above, left) The Wilkinsons, a Canadian country music trio from Trenton, , perform at the Belleville Festival of 
Lights. 

(Above, right) Cheryl Quinlan and her daughter Aria build a snowman together during the festivities. 

(Bottom) Poverty Round Table committee member John Regimbal poses with his Christmas Elf hat during the 
Festival of Lights fireworks display.
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(Left) A float of Girl Guides takes part 
in the Belleville Santa Claus parade, 
promoting their famous Girl Guide 
cookies.
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(Right) With a new route for this year’s 
Santa Claus parade, attendees braced 
the cold for what took approximately 
two hours in the cold. Participants 
on floats threw on smiles but looked 
chilly.
Photo by Damon MacLean

Bands were part of the festivities during this year’s Belleville Santa Claus Parade. It took a new route up Bridge Street.
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A woman dressed as a ‘Who’ from the Grinch Who Stole Christmas passes out candy to children sitting on the side 
of the road while watching the Belleville nighttime Santa Claus parade.
Photo by Jessica Munro

The Grinch poses with spectators during the Belleville parade. The parade went down Bridge Street, finishing at the Bay View Mall.
Photo by Gagandeep Sarangal

(Left) A horse and rider are dressed in their finery during Belleville’s nighttime parade. Horses were just part of the brightly lit event.

(Middle, bottom) Some members of the Pegasus Cheer demonstrate their jumping talents along the parade route.

(Right) The Belleville Sea Cadets  from RCSCC Quinte perform at the annual Santa Claus parade.


	Nov20-pg1
	Nov20-pg2
	Nov20-pg3-4

