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Indigenous Services Minister Marc Miller addresses the media on Saturday prior to meeting with protesters and repre-
sentatives from the Mohawk First Nation inside the blockade. 

By Sam Brown

Normally, Wyman Road is just another 
quiet back road in the rural stretch of 
eastern Ontario near Belleville. 

But for the last two weeks, it has drawn 
national attention as protesters gathered 
at the Canadian National rail crossing in 
Tyendinaga Township, just outside of the 
Mohawk Territory, forming a blockade 
that has halted all activity on the railways.

The protesters are acting in solidar-
ity with Wet’suwet’en hereditary chiefs 
who are themselves protesting the con-
struction of a Coastal GasLink pipeline 
through unceded territory in northern 
British Columbia. 

The blockade began Feb. 6, shortly af-
ter the RCMP had raided protester camps 
in B.C. following an injunction, making 
several arrests, according to media re-
ports.   

After 10 days of growing concerns, in 
which time CN Rail announced it would 
be forced to shut down its rail networks 
for Eastern Canada, a vital artery of Cana-
da’s economy, and Via Rail cancelled all of 
its trains, the federal government finally 
arranged a meeting with protesters at the 
rail blockade in Tyendinaga on Saturday. 

Federal Indigenous Services Minister 
Marc Miller, in a statement released on 
Twitter Friday, confirmed that he had 
been in contact with Mohawk Council 
Chief R. Donald Maracle and other rep-
resentatives and they agreed to meet him 
the following morning. 

It was snowing early Saturday morning, 
and a deep cold had sunk into the area. 

The windswept road was swollen with 
media anticipating the minister’s arrival, 
while police cruisers sat further back 
along Wyman, on either side of Highway 
2.

In a brief address to the media after ar-
riving at the scene, Miller characterized 
the situation as “very tense and very vola-
tile,” and emphasized the importance of 
creating dialogue. 

“Today is a chance to talk, and have 
real discussion,” Miller said. “We’re a na-
tion of people that have stopped talking to 
each other. We tweet, we make statements 
on Facebook, we go around asking, con-
demning but we’re not talking.  

“Today is a very, very difficult situation 
for all Canadians, whether you’re Indig-
enous or not Indigenous, and we need to 
start talking. This is a beginning.”

Miller also mentioned the effect of the 
blockade on the economy, commenting 
that “all of Canada is hurting. The econo-
my is slowing down. Everyone knows the 
reports of supply shortages.”

He also alluded to the sense of divi-

sion that has surfaced yet again between 
Indigenous communities and the rest of 
the country.

Miller said, “I am here to discuss in 
peace and friendship with a bunch of peo-
ple that haven’t felt part of this country. 
They felt like allies sometimes and they’ve 
been betrayed.”

This is a sentiment that also seemed 
to be reflected in an earlier press release 
by the Mohawk First Nation of the Bay of 
Quinte on Feb. 11, where historically in-
famous moments were referenced in dis-
cussing the actions of the RCMP in B.C.:

“We are both saddened and frustrated 
in the “Era of Truth and Reconciliation” 
and nearly 30  years after the Oka Crisis, 
the Ipperwash Inquiry and all of the sup-
posed lessons learned, that military-style 
interventions are still deemed acceptable 
approaches when it comes to complex 
First Nations matters,” suggesting that 
the current situation is indelibly tied to a 
much deeper and problematic history of 
Indigenous relations.

Though the goal of the meeting was 
to make some progress towards ending 
the blockade and allowing rail services 
to continue, Miller said he was cautious 
talking about the possible results. He said 
that he couldn’t guarantee what the out-
come would be, and that it wasn’t his to 
judge.

When one reporter asked Miller what 
would happen if the protesters did not 
take the blockade down, he responded, “I 
don’t deal in what-ifs. I deal in what about 
now.”

While protesters had previously been 
receptive to the presence of journalists in 
the blockade, even openly hospitable in 
some cases, by the weekend, they refused 
all media access and were keeping every-
one at a significant distance as Miller was 
escorted with a small entourage into the 
blockade.

...See Blockade, page 2

‘Today is a very, very 
difficult situation for 
all Canadians, whether 
you’re Indigenous or 
not Indigenous, and we 
need to start talking. 
This is a beginning.’
Indigenous Services Minister Mark 

Miller

Blockade continues in Tyendinaga
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Celebrating flag day
Marko Pavlek who was born and raised in Croatia and met his wife Shanna while working as a server on a cruise ship. After spending three years travelling on 
a cruise ship together, they got married and moved to her home country of Canada where they started a new life. They now have a baby girl named Zoe. For a 
story on National Flag Day and more photos, see page 6.

By Jonathan Matthie.

Autism spectrum disorder, or ASD, in its 
various forms, affects thousands of fami-
lies in Ontario alone, many thousands 
more throughout Canada. 

Parents with children suffering from 
autism have been left in limbo on sup-
portive therapy and essential funding 
waiting list that has now reached over 
23,000 families, a figure that was used by 
the government to justify its changes to 
the autism program in early 2019.

Parents’ lives were suddenly placed 
on full-stop when the Ford government 
claimed the old model used — an income-
based autism program — simply didn’t 
work, then cut funding to the therapy 
budgets of already approved children. 

As of now, there is a maximum of only 
$20,000 dollars per year available for ap-
proved children under six, and just $5,000 
for children over six, until they are 18.

Each parent already makes difficult 
choices with their struggling child or chil-
dren, and with only varying degrees of 
success depending on both a child spec-
trum level, and whether they are able to 
get off the list to receive Applied Behavior-
al Analysis therapy. ABA — still currently 
the longest-standing and best-established 
form of intensive therapy treatment for 
children with autism, requires repetition 
and structure to be effective. It is also 
extremely expensive.  The changes to the 
program quickly sparked a province-wide 
outcry from parents, which would conse-
quently see the government reassess its 
strategy by mid-year.

...See Autism, page 2
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Miller’s conversation with protest-
ers and Mohawk representatives at the 
blockade lasted approximately one hour. 
Afterwards, Miller returned to his vehi-
cle and drove past the blockade into Mo-

hawk Territory to continue discussions.
After several hours of private discus-

sions within Mohawk Territory, Miller 
reportedly only said that “modest prog-
ress” had been made and did not elabo-
rate on what exactly this means. However, 
as of Wednesday, the blockade remains in 
place.

Prime Minister Justin Trudeau, who 
was out of the country during the initial 

flare-up of the blockade, urged dialogue 
during his absence.

In a press conference in Munich, Ger-
many on Friday, Trudeau said, “We are a 
country that recognizes the right to pro-
test, but we are a country of the rule of 
law, and we will ensure that everything 
is done to resolve this through dialogue 
and constructive outcomes.”

According to the official website of 

the Prime Minister, on Monday, having 
arrived back in Canada, Trudeau orga-
nized a meeting with the Incident Re-
sponse Group to discuss resolving the 
“infrastructure disruptions” created by 
the blockade. Miller was in attendance 
during the meeting as well. 

Also on Monday, a small group of 
counter-protesters stood by the rail 
crossing on Shannonville Road, farther 

west from the blockade, with signs that 
read ‘enough is enough.’“The economy is 
right here on this rail line,” said one pro-
tester, who did not want to be identified. 

According to the group, they gath-
ered away from the blockade that has at-
tracted so much media attention because 
their intention was not to be confronta-
tional, but rather to make a point to the 
government. 

By Matthew Syriac Elias

The ongoing Indigenous-led block-
ades and set up of camps at various 
critical train lines in the country has 
affected the export of goods and travel 
plans of people across the country. 

CN Rail and Via Rail were eventu-
ally forced to shut down most of their 
railway networks. Via Rail’s passen-
ger services nationwide have been 
suspended, expanding on an earlier 
work stoppage that restricted train 
cancellations to the Toronto-Ottawa-
Montreal corridor. Late this week, by 
Thursday, a Windsor to Toronto route 
and one from Quebec City to Ottawa 
were to restart. Via Rail trains run on 
CN tracks in most parts of the coun-
try.

The Pioneer visited a bus station 
and the empty train station in Bel-
leville, which is the closest major 
town to Tyendinaga, to ask people 
how such cancellations have affected 
their travel plans. A busy Ten Acre 
bus stop was observed, as opposed to 
the city’s empty Via Rail station.

“I was supposed to be on a train, 
travelling from Toronto to Ottawa. 
They cancelled the train and gave me 
a full refund. It was tough to find a 
bus after that, and also more expen-
sive,” said Leanne Dufault, a passen-
ger taking a break at the stop. 

Ezekiel Ruddy, a Loyalist College 
manufacturing engineering techni-
cian student was also travelling to Ot-
tawa to visit home for the Family Day 
weekend, said he wasn’t particularly 
affected. 

“I’ve mostly just been taking the 
bus, and I’m here because I made my 
travel plans late,” laughed Ruddy. 

When asked if the cancellation of 
Via Rail had affected travel plans, Jack 
Lamon, a business owner from Picton, 
said, “Well yes, I’m taking the bus. I 
got a train ticket and a bus ticket, be-
cause I figured the trains would end 

up getting cancelled. That did happen, 
and I was refunded.” Lamon frequent-
ly visits Toronto every other week to 
visit her family.

 “My travel inconveniences are 
nothing compared to the oppres-
sion of the Indigenous people in the 
last 400 to 500 years. I support what 
they’re doing. The gas line company 

not changing their gas routes shows 
that the problem lies with the capital-
ist gas company, rather than the In-
digenous people’s protest itself.”  

The blockade is the protesters’ re-
sponse to the proposed development 
of The Coastal GasLink pipeline 
through Wet’suwet’en territory, an in-
digenous Canadian land. 

The pipeline would have a total 
length of 670 kilometres, and would 
be spread between the north-eastern 
part of British Columbia, to its coast. 
Approximately190 kilometres of the 
pipeline would have to be constructed 
in the Indigenous territory.

Protests against the construction 
began along the pipeline route, and 

police have confronted the situation 
and made arrests. 

Blockades then sprang up across 
other provinces on railroad tracks, 
such as in Tyendinaga, and Montre-
al, Quebec with protesters holding 
signs reading,” RCMP GET OUT”. 
The blockades have continued for two 
weeks this Tuesday. 

Blockade…
Continued from Page 1

Protests impact Canadians and economy
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Passengers take a break and prepare to board buses at the Ten Acre Bus Stop in Belleville, the designated stop for Greyhound lines. Trains across the nation 
have been cancelled, due to Indigenous-led blockades on train lines protesting gas pipe line developments in British Columbia.

In 2019, when the newly  appointed 
Minister of Children, Community and 
Social Services MPP Todd Smith an-
nounced the new program, purportedly 
one based on the needs of families and 
children.

“It’s clear we didn’t get the redesign 
right,” admit Smith, laying out the pro-
gram that would now include a $600 
million budget — nearly double that 
of the old one. However, with a caveat: 
it would not be ready until April 2020, 
with no interim plan for those still 
waiting, or those no longer able to af-
ford continued ABA therapy for their 
children as a result of the previous cut-
backs.

“Is this new plan perfect? No. And 
I’ve said that, many, many times in the 
past already. Until we get the needs-
based program up and running, this is 
still an imperfect solution.”

Unfortunately, in Dec. 2019, 
Smith had to announce that the pro-
posed new program date of April 

2020 would be further delayed for 
another full year, until April 2021. 
Last Monday, in front of Belleville’s 
municipal city council, Ontario Autism 
Coalition member Sarah Daley stood at 
the chamber podium to offer a deputa-
tion. Framed by fellow coalition friends 
sitting in the front rows behind her, 
she stood there on behalf of countless 
parents like herself, scattered through-
out both Belleville and across Ontario. 
Daley’s only choice and consequential 
statement, was clear: Families who live 
with autism require a needs-based ABA 
therapy program for their children now, 
not later.

Daley passionately shared informa-
tion to a room filled nearly to capacity, 
tasking the council with a responsibil-
ity to consider the situational effects 
of living with autism. She also empha-
sized the importance of recognizing the 
full scope of conflicts that have only 
compounded since late last year when 
provincial government changes began 
irrevocably modifying the Ontario Au-
tism Program. An act that has almost 
entirely severed resources and funding 
for families with children who depend 
on ABA therapy.

Daley went on to explain how it was 
more important than ever to continue 
voicing concerns about promises made 
to the autism community. Since the idea 
to end erratic funding caps and age cut-
offs in exchange for a system based on 
need was never a terrible one and un-
doubtedly in good conscience — but 
ultimately a promise that would not 
be kept. According to members of the 
coalition, the governments errors have 
never been so much a matter of ideal-
ism, but more about providing an ac-
ceptable alternative plan in the interim. 
But rather than putting families first, 
the announced changes instead only 
amplified both concerns and conse-
quences, at their expense.

Belleville Mayor Mitch Panciuk re-
solved alongside unanimous munici-
pal council approval to send letters to 
Premier Doug Ford, MPP Todd Smith 
and other parliament members on 
both federal and provincial levels, and 
correspondence to the Associated Mu-
nicipalities of Ontario, with an official 
request that two amendments be imme-
diately made:

First, that access to ABA therapies 
be restored by the originally prom-

ised April 2020 due date. And second, 
confirm the government’s unwavering 
commitment to maintain the minimum 
funding level of $600 million annually 
for the provision of services to families. 
But this was only one step on a very 
long road.

“I promise you won’t have to be pro-
testing in front of Queen’s Park like 
you have with the Liberal Premier.” — 
A bold, but inevitably hollow message 
Ontario Premier Doug Ford once spoke 
to his prospective constituents during a 
2018 spring Campaign Leaders Debate.

“Promises made. Promises broken.” 
This is now an even more familiar, em-
boldening chant to many parents who 
continue to live, daily, the harsh realities 
of raising a child with autism amid a time 
filled with more uncertainty than ever.

On Feb. 18 many of these parents and 
their families, across every corner of the 
province, travelled from their homes, 
in car pools, or on old, rickety school 
buses. Most had spent their Family Day 
preparing for a very special event. They 
would gather once again on the steps 
of the Legislative Assembly of Ontario, 
near Queen’s Park in Toronto, for a rally 
of protest and solidarity. Aptly called 

‘Relentless: Part 2’ — a day that no one 
asked for, and Premier Ford said would 
no longer be needed. But to parents like 
Sarah Daley, it felt more necessary than 
ever.

“None of us want to be here. But it is 
not the first time. And it may not be the 
last. We are here to demand an end to 
cuts, to delays, and to the consequen-
tial chaos that the Ford government has 
wreaked across the province, and our 
lives.”

Everyone was glad to see each other 
again, but most wished they didn’t have 
to — or stand in front of their leaders 
gates and bear witness, first-hand, to 
the testimonies of daily struggles they 
all had faced, while endlessly wait-
ing for the promise of a better system. 
These are parents who rally on behalf 
of their children, to combat a terrible 
disease — Not of autism, but of igno-
rance, and complacency. Their protest 
was against the odds, to let the prov-
ince know their numbers are not just 
a statistic. They rallied to be stronger 
together, and to share their stories with 
each other — To remind themselves, 
and most importantly their children — 
why it’s so important to be brave.

Autism…
Continued from Page 1

Tony Stravato leads the rally in a 
protest chant. A father of twin boys 
with autism, he is always 
relentless in supporting families 
requiring immediate access to needs 
based therapy treatment. Behind 
Stravato stands Kayan Kealey on a 
mountain of snow, inspired by the 
chant. 
For more photos, see page 5.
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 Students from Loyalist College’s culinary 
program whipped up some love this past 
Valentine’s Day in a display of compas-
sion for repatriated Canadians still under 
quarantine at the Canadian Forces Base 
in Trenton, Ont. 

The idea began when a second federally 
chartered flight touched down at the CFB 
last Tuesday, containing an additional 130 
evacuees, with 58 accompanying family 
members returned to Canadian soil from 
Wuhan, China, the epicentre of the novel 
coronavirus outbreak. This brings the 
current total of Canadians to 220 living 
in quarantine at the base. It is likely to be 
the last. The evacuees have been submit-
ted to the same 14-day quarantine as the 
previous flight. This coincidentally over-
lapped Feb. 14, Valentine’s Day. While not 
a public holiday, it is still internationally 
celebrated around the world, and many 
passengers were unfortunately unable 
to share that time in a tangible way with 
worried friends and family on the out-
side. Also, while passengers from the first 
flight were given rooms at the CFB’s Yu-
kon Lodge, a hotel on the base, it is now 
almost filled to capacity, so many of the 
new arrivals will be put up in another, 
less-modern facility called Hastings Hall. 

Built in 1934, the hall is typically used 
as officers’ quarters. While each room has 
been set up with Internet access for the 
guests, and many rooms even have sinks, 
other basic amenities such as toilets are 
shared facilities that need to be cleaned 
frequently to follow quarantine protocols, 
making the experience less comfortable.

“Organizations like the Canadian Red 
Cross have helped to create a sense of be-
longing for the Canadians in quarantine,” 
stated Federal Minister of Health Patty 
Hajdu recently. 

In association with the Red Cross, the 
co-ordinator of Loyalist’s culinary skills/
management program, Chef Karin Des-
veaux, decided to do something special, 
in connection with that. Along with Chef 
John  Schneeberger, she tasked a class of 
culinary students to bake and package 
500 cupcakes for those who still remain 

under observation in Trenton, as well 
as the volunteers who have monitored 
their health and general well-being.

The culinary program has always en-
joyed getting involved with the commu-
nity — soon participating in an annually 
hosted charity event called ‘Empty Bowls, 
Empty Glasses’ — but as far as sending 
tasty treats to Trenton goes, “It was defi-
nitely more of a special circumstance, but 
our team really felt strongly about this.”

“We wanted to contribute in a special 
way, on a special day,” she continued, “and 

the idea of cupcakes, just seemed to make 
sense. Food is a physical experience that 
can really bring people together, especial-
ly during challenging situations.”

When thinking about the conditional, 
temporary living situation of the repatri-
ated, the reason behind the ingredients 
had a simple, but special motivation: Des-
veaux wanted them to have a little taste 
of home.

“The guidelines were first, to be 
nut free. Our kitchen isn’t nut free, of 
course.  But we did produce the product 

without the use of peanuts. Then, just that 
the traditional flavours of love usually in-
volve chocolate, along with something 
decadent. It seemed like the right choice. 
A cookie didn’t seem like enough. A cup-
cake is something that is individualized, 
but it’s still a very special eating experi-
ence. 

“Most of the work was undertaken by a 
team of second-year students. On a week-
ly basis, we have a group of five of them 
rotating through the bake shop. They do 
segment called ‘Advanced Bake’ and that’s 
where they get to experiment with all the 
fun things outside of the regular curricu-
lum, so this seemed like the best place to 
put the task. 

“The second years are in the kitchen 
every Thursday and Friday between 7:30 
a.m. and 2 p.m., so have both the skill and 
the opportunity it takes to freshly prepare 
and bake enough cupcakes needed, in 
such a short amount of time. 

“Chef John notified them this past 
Wednesday that they would be partici-
pating in the project, and they were all 
immediately thrilled. Arriving Thursday 
morning, they got to work right away, as it 
can take time to mix and bake the ingre-
dients, and there are also  rotation com-
mitments for the oven, which is in service 
for both lunch, dinner, and regular pro-
duction for the college market.

“On an emotional level, they wanted 
to be able to contribute,” said Desveaux, 
“and they thought that this was a concrete 
way for them to do that. It was a tricky 
little endeavour, but somehow, they man-
aged to squeeze out all 500 cupcakes, and 
they looked fabulous.”

The same Tuesday as the second 
flight arrived to CFB Trenton, Federal 
Health Minister Hajdu provided a state-
ment while visiting Toronto’s Chinatown 
neighbourhood to condemn discrimi-
nation at a time when tensions between 
Canada and China are already high.

“Hundreds more Canadians regis-
tered with Global Affairs still remain 
in the country’s Hubei Province,” she 
said. “While it is unclear if any others 
wish to leave yet, it’s also unlikely the 
government will arrange any further 

flights to retrieve them, at this time.” 
The next group of Canadians to arrive 
back in Canada for quarantine will in-
clude an estimated 250 people on board 
the Diamond Princess cruise ship in Ja-
pan, presently the site most infected with 
COVID-19 outside of China. 

“The exact number of Canadians who 
have contracted the virus is unknown, 
and changes daily.” continued Hadju, 
“They will also be processed at CFB Tren-
ton, initially. But because some are con-
firmed to be carriers, the entire group will 
be transferred to a new quarantine facility 
immediately following their arrival, setup 
at the NAV Canada Training Institute in 
Cornwall, where the Canadian Armed 
Forces will continue to provide assis-
tance.”

For the culinary program, the  oppor-
tunity actually presented itself as a con-
venient moment — being that it was Val-
entine’s Day — to express love for fellow 
Canadians at a time when Desveaux be-
lieves  heightened emotions are based 
on fear, and there can be a lot of mis-
conceptions. Because the  Culinary pro-
gram recognized these unique challenges 
of the quarantine, each box of four cup-
cakes also carried an individual message 
that said, ‘Happy Valentine’s Day, from 
the culinary students at Loyalist College.’

“We really wanted to reach out and 
personalize itI cannot even imagine 
what that must be like, being in quar-
antine, the isolation. Not to mention 
everything they’ve endured prior to 
getting on the planes, and coming back 
home. It’s a scary time, not knowing 
what may or may not surface. I think 
a sweet treat, made with love, can lift 
anybody’s spirits. Sending chocolate 
cupcakes is the most grassroots way to 
say, ‘I love you.’ And that is exactly what 
we wanted to do.”

The Canadian Red Cross also offers 
repatriated victims  a helpline, so that we 
can call if we’re struggling with this pro-
cess. We’ve also been told we can speak 
to the on-site individuals from the Red 
Cross, who are now familiar faces around 
here.

Culinary students bake from the heart
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Alex and Hope Woolacott endure the biting cold to enjoy a day of ice fishing at the annual Cops and Kids Ice Fishing 
Derby. 

=Second-year student Conner Grimes moves a box of chocolate cupcakes into 
storage, handed to her by colleague Abigail B. Spear. 

Freshly baked cupcakes get 
the finishing touches, on 
their way to CFB Trenton.

By Sam Brown

Families braved the cold Saturday af-
ternoon to come out for the annual 
Cops and Kids Fishing Derby.

The event, which is also held in the 
summer, is meant to build positive, 
trusting relationships between police 
and the community.

“It’s a program put through Fishing 
Forever across Ontario, and it allows 
law enforcement to engage with kids,” 
said Constable Pat Comeau, who or-
ganized the event and is himself a 
fishing enthusiast. 

“I’m a big fishing guy, so I thought 
I can use my position to allow us the 
opportunity to do some fishing.”

Four years ago, Comeau got the idea 
to hold a second fishing derby event 
in the winter to go with the summer 
derby that has been held since 2007.

“The law enforcement agency can 
choose when they want to do it, so I 
do a summer one, which we started 
in 2007 and we’ve done it every year 
since. And then four years ago, I de-
cided to start doing a winter one,” Co-
meau explained.

Belleville police and a collection of 
volunteers, ranging from high school 
students to members of local emer-
gency services, as well as members 
from the Hastings Prince Edward 

Regiment, set up tents and managed 
the fishing sites at the Herchimer Boat 
Launch in the east end of Belleville. 

They also provided free hot food 
and drink to families and individuals 
present.

“It’s free chili, free hot chocolate, 
free donuts,” Comeau said.

The frozen swathe of ice on the Bay 
of Quinte was speckled with bulbous 
tents containing heaters and small 
sleds loaded with supplies, such as 
MRE ration snacks, while around 200 
participants and volunteers bustled 
around the launch.

Parents, their kids and friends 
seemed happy to forget the cold, if 
only for a little while, hovering excit-
edly over holes in the ice with their ice 
fishing rods.

While some people enjoyed the 
time on the ice, other kids spent the 
time interacting with police at the 
launch, savouring hot chocolate or 
admiring the lights on police cruisers. 
In either case, local police were happy 
to oblige. 

The community had the chance 
to come together after the event was 
cancelled earlier, on Jan. 18, because 
of warm weather affecting the ice, 
which was certainly not the case this 
past weekend.

Police and kids come together to go fishing
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Colin Campbell is on a Family Day walk with Bev Mackenzie and Luka Harris at Campbell’s Orchards. Luka Harris, who 
lives in Los Angeles, and had never seen snow before, seems to be enjoying the walk more than anyone.

By Gagandeep Sarangal

Family Day weekend is one of the most 
awaited holiday weekends in Canada. The 
day allows people to spend more time with 
their families. While some people travel on 
trips, others try to find something adventur-
ous to do locally.

 Campbell’s Orchards has been in business 
for the last 51 years, producing many differ-
ent kinds of apples and peaches for sale lo-
cally. They also organize events and walks for 
people to come and enjoy with their families. 

“We have been open for years. We do 
walks like this to let people know we are 
still in business (in the winter),” said Colin 
Campbell, the current co-owner of Camp-
bell’s Orchards.

For Family Day, Campbell’s arranged a 
special walk around the orchards, which is 
4.5 kilometres long and takes 50 minutes 
to complete. The walks take place Saturday 
and Sunday afternoons and whoever wants 
to join has to be there a few minutes before 
the walk starts. 

It begins from apple fields and takes you 
into woods crossing a man-made water 
pond, which was created to control fire situ-
ations. While on the walk, Campbell shares 
information about the orchards, different 
fruits and how they grow them.

Marilyn Rankin joined the walk with her 
grandson Luka Harris, who lives in Los An-
geles and had never seen snow before, but 
seemed to be enjoying the walk more than 
anyone. 

 “I brought my grandson from L.A. to do 
the walk and he has had a wonderful time 
with Ruby (a three-month puppy) and So-
phie (a 12-year-old Golden Labrador),” said 

Rankin. “It’s a wonderful walk and people 
should take the opportunity to come out, en-
joy nature and lots of information given by 
Colin.” 

Bev Mackenzie also had a great time walk-
ing with Campbell and seeing his family’s or-
chard.

 “The walk was amazing it was just the 
right length to rally enjoy on a sunny wintry 
day and I will definitely be back,” Mackenzie 
said. 

In 1969, John Murray Campbell pur-
chased the farm in Prince Edward County 
with plans of enjoying the fields upon retire-
ment. After John’s death in 1979 in a plane 
crash, his son, Colin, took on the responsibil-
ity of running Campbell’s Orchards. 

After graduating from the University of 
Guelph with a degree in agricultural eco-
nomics in 1982, he married Dianne Beilby, 
also a graduate from Guelph University, with 
a degree in management economics.  Over 
the past 31 years, Colin and Dianne, along 
with their children Amelia and John, have 
built up a wonderful family business.

On Christmas Eve in 1996, a fire destroyed 
the market and all the equipment. Since then, 
it has been rebuilt and refurbished.

” Because we are a family and a local busi-
ness, we have so many families coming here, 
like three different generations,” said Camp-
bell.” It’s also about the season, but most of 
them do come back.

“Everything in Campbell’s Orchard’s is 
family-oriented, do let’s say every day is a 
family day here,” he said.

Take a look at a video of the event:
https://vimeo.com/loyalistphotoj/

familydaycampbells

Walk in the
 woods part
of Family Day
adventures

Story and Photos by Caleb Seguin

When you step into the Belleville Public 
Library on a Tuesday evening, you will 
normally see a minimal number of people 
either studying or finding a book or pos-
sibly researching. But if you pay close at-
tention, you might hear elevated conver-
sation and sometimes even laughter from 
the second floor. 

As you make your way up the stairs, 
the noise in the conversations starts to be-
come more prevalent, which is not always 
common in a location where you’d be 
shushed for even making a peep. Finally, 
when you see the group of well-mannered 
women sitting around a table knitting, 
you would be hard-pressed to think that 
this is a group making such an uproar.

The Knitterati knitting group meets 
every Tuesday night just to knit patterns 
like the reverse stockinette stitch, rib 
stitch and seed stitch. But everyone could 
essentially do this at home. Why they 
come here is to mingle with each other 
and talk about anything and everything, 
and sometimes help each other. For some 
of these women, Knitterati is the way to 
get out the house and socialize with like-
minded individuals. 

Knitting may perhaps be one of the 
slowest activities in the crafting commu-
nity. Without the mess of paint, muddy 

clay hands from sculpting, or a sawdust 
pile from a successful wood crafting proj-
ect, knitting might seem almost boring 
in comparison, but the reality is quite 
the opposite. Knitters today are just as 
passionate about their work, but they’re 
drawn to the activities because of their 
quiet, repetitive nature, not despite it.

Once upon a time before the fashion 
industry really developed into what it is 
now, knitting was a way that people could 
have quality warm clothing for the winter.  
The materials were cheap and they were 
essentially made up of techniques like net 
and pearl, then repeat. It was a skill you 
either learned from your family or picked 
up later on in life to pass the time and to 
challenge your mind. It was even a part of 
curriculum in school. 

These days, it takes less time and mon-
ey to just buy those sweaters that are used 
to take weeks or even months to make. 

However, nothing beats making some-
thing with your hands, whether it be mitts 
and scarfs for your children, sweaters for 
your husband, or even blankets for your 
grandchildren. Quality work is made with 
joy and from the heart.

This knitting group is open to the pub-
lic for all who are interested in knitting or 
would like to pick up a new hobby. There’s 
no fee involved, and all new members are 
welcome. 

(Left)  Annette Buckley  
admires Colleen Burns’  
attention to detail as she 
finishes up a pair of socks.

(Below) Barb Simpson is 
working on putting together 
a sweater, using the cable 
knit technique.

Knitters gather to share their passion
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Tyler Allsopp 
demonstrates 
how to repair 
bikes during a 
Repair Night 
event at Doug’s 
Bicycle Sales & 
Service, located 
on College Street 
West. 
Photo by Gagandeep 

Sarangal

By Gagandeep Sarangal

Doug’s Bicycle in Belleville organized a 
free workshop Wednesday for people who 
wanted to learn more about their bicycles.

The bike store on College Street West 
has been serving cyclists in Belleville for 
over 40 years, and has truly embraced the 
role of a local, community bike store. Re-
pair Night is one of many events hosted at 
the shop to help  customers get educated 
about cycling and the different educational 
services they provide. A lot of their events 
are about getting people to try different 
bikes so they know what they getting be-
fore they make a purchase.

Doug’s Bicycle has been holding the Re-
pair Night event from five years. They do it 
every spring prior to the bike season start-
ing. Derek Kulker, co-owner or Doug’s Bi-
cycle said, “The reason we do this event is 
to get our customers educated so they have 
less issues on the side of the road and they 
are enjoying cycling more often.

 “We are providing them with 
the knowledge so that  they are ca-
pable and ? (what word do you mean 
here?) prepare for an issue that might 
arise while they are riding the bike.” 
Doug’s Bicycle was founded in 1979, but 
Tyler Allsopp has owned the shop since 
2012. He now works at shop with his busi-
ness partner, Derek Kulker, who joined 
him in 2015. They have grown the busi-
ness and taken it in a different direction 
than the previous owners. 

“We focus on quality bikes and getting 
more people riding, than just necessarily 
focusing on bike sales going out the door,”.” 
said Kulker.

Etienne LeGresley has been a regular 
customer at Doug’s Bicycle from three 
years. LeGresley has been cycling since 
he was 10 years old. But he brought a new 
bike three years ago, and now he does road 

racing, which is when he really got into 
bike mechanics.

“It is incredible, really good stuff. The 
basic militance (do you mean mainte-
nance?) of taking off a wheel is very funda-
mental for any cyclist.  I haven done some 

road racing myself, and having these skills 
are important,” said LeGresley.

”It’s really helpful for me, because I can 
take care of my bike now and I don’t have to 
bring it to shop for silly issues. The fact that 
it is free workshop is phenomenal.”Helga 

Eckstein, 70, been cycling for 35 years 
and really likes it. She really enjoys it but 
when she has any problem with her bike, 
she usually has to take it to a shop to get it 
fixed, which can cost a lot, she said. Learn-
ing to do some repairs herself is definitely a 

benefit.  ”I’ve been  cycling for a long time 
but I usually take my flat tire to the shop 
and get it fixed. The workshop is absolutely 
terrific, with great information and I think 
I can change my tires myself now.”

Cyclists get advice on caring for their bikes

Elsbeth Dodman, an OAC board member from London, Ont., waves to the crowd after playing the harmonica on stage before the rally begins. She later notes with a chuckle, that she doesn’t actually 
know how to play harmonica. But it sounds nice, and gets the crowd going. “I’m 31 years old, and autistic. A lot of changes we’re asking for have come far to late for me. But we owe it to kids now, to do 
better by them.”

President of the Ontario Autism Coalition, Laura Kirby-McIntosh, standing on 
stage next to her daughter, Clara McIntosh, speaks to the current Autism com-
munity crisis in an understandable way. “We’re back here at Queen’s Park today, 
to say:  The autism community is not okay. We wre already in crisis a year ago. 
I’m really worried about our families, now. We can’t wait.” 

(Left) A crowd of concerned parents from across the province rally in front of 
the Legislative Assembly near Queen’s Park in Toronto, to protest changes and 
delays to the Ontario Autism Program, accusing the Ford government of lying 
and breaking promises. 

Photos by Jonathan Matthie
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By Caleb Seguin

Canada stretches across 9.9 million 
square kilometres and is the world’s 
second-largest country on earth.

Canadians are known for their 
stereotypical beavers, maple syrup 
and the unapologetic niceness. The 
truth is, Canada is really known for 
being a country where people can 
come from whatever country and 
walk of life and start a new identity 
in this vast landscape. 

“The Maple Leaf has been a sym-
bol in Canadian art, medals, badg-
es, and coats of arms,” stated Prime 
Minister Justin Trudeau in a media 
release about Flag Day on Feb. 15.

“It has travelled to the highest 
peaks on Mount Everest, into space 
with the first Canadian astronaut, 
and around the world on the arms 
of Canadian Armed Forces mem-
bers. This summer, Canadian ath-
letes will wear it with pride at the 
Tokyo 2020 Olympic and Paralym-
pic Games.” 

What we proudly know as the 
Canadian flag was raised for the 
first time on Parliament Hill 55 
years ago on Feb. 15, 1965. The 
flag we currently recognize did 
not come to exist easily, but in fact 
involved much debate on the na-
tional design. 

Prime Minister Lester B. Pearson 
promised a new flag to the people 
of Canada if the Liberal Party won 
the next election, and he did exactly 
that. With multiple designs and de-
bate over what should be considered 
our national symbol of Canada, the 
red maple leaf was chosen. 

Today, the Maple Leaf is recog-
nized as a symbol of unity, toler-
ance and peace, but also as a sym-
bol for a multitude of causes. The 
Canadian flag is more than a flag, 
and the people of Canada bear rep-

resentation of what our country 
truly is made of. Today, Canada is 
considered one of the most diverse 
countries in the world, comprised 
of Canadian-born citizens and im-
migrants from all over the globe. 

The countless people in airports 
across the country of people land-
ing in their new home bring sto-
ries and new life to this land in the 
North. 

For example, Marco Pavlek, born 
and raised in Croatia, left his coun-
try to find better work opportuni-
ties and found himself travelling 
the seas of the world as a server on 
a cruise ship. 

He found the love of his life while 
working aboard this ship. They 
travelled several years together on 
the ship before getting married and 
settling back home in Canada where 
is current wife Shanna is from. 

“Any country is just a country, 
but once meaning is found, that is 
when it becomes a home,” says Pav-
lek.

 Canada is where his new chapter 
of life began. As a husband and a fa-
ther, Pavlek and his wife welcomed 
their first daughter Zoe on their 
second wedding anniversary in No-
vember 2019.

Every February, we celebrate 
both the anniversary of the Maple 
Leaf and the story it tells of our 
wonderful country. 

As fellow Canadians, we invite 
everyone from coast to coast to 
reflect on the common values that 
unite us – openness, generosity, 
peace, and freedom are stronger 
than our differences. 

Those values are all encompass-
ing in our flag and what it means 
to each of us as a symbol of our 
rich history, and a promise of 
the bright future we are building 
together.

Ariane Amiri poses for a photo at 
Loyalist College. Amiri is a 
permanent resident of Canada, 
immigrated with her family from 
Ivory Coast, Western Africa to Ot-
tawa, but she is currently 
studying business 
administration in Belleville. Amiri 
is in the process of becoming a 
Canadian citizen. She will be 
applying for citizenship in 2021.
Photo by Jessica Munro

Proud to call Canada home

Slieman Al-Jasem and his little brother Fadl, along with their father Abdel-Malik, mother Sawsan, and more 
than 10 other family members, arrived together in Canada, after leaving their  war-ravaged Syrian home in 
2013 with hopes of a better life. In a couple of weeks, Al-Jasem will finally receive his Canadian citizenship.
Photo by Jonathan Matthie

(Above) Yash Chokshi, originally from India, has been in Canada for one and a half 
years as a student in the civil engineering program at Loyalist College. He intends 
to remain in Canada and after going through the stages of getting a work permit 
and permanent residency, gain full citizenship.
Photo by Sam Brown 

(Above, right) To Nevyn Pillai, being a new Canadian means many things. Most  
mportantly, “It means I’m considerate and accommodating to everybody.”
Photo by Damon MacLean

(Right) Dung Pham immigrated to Canada from Vietnam 10 years ago for a better 
life. Dung currently works at Paris Nails salon, at the Quinte Mall, Belleville.
Photo by Caleb Seguin
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