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Jennie Maud, member of the Bad-
dow Quilters group, looks at one of 
her handmade face masks in Lindsay. 
Maud is one of 22 senior women, 
who prior to COVID-19, would get 
together once a week to quilt and 
sew. Based out of Baddow, near 
Coboconk, these women have been 
getting together for over 15 years. 
Although Maud misses the camarade-
rie, laughs, and jokes she used to ex-
perience every week, Maud and the 
ladies decided to turn this pandemic 
into a positive experience. Since the 
onset of COVID-19, the women have 
donated over 600 face masks, 100 
headbands and 50 quilts to frontline 
workers. 
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 (From right) Jimmy Bowskill, Kyler Tapscott, Glenn Milchem and Ian Mckeown, also known as Jimmy Bowskill and Hometown Beauts, perform the last patio series performance of the year at The Old 
Church Theatre in Trenton. Attendees were greeted with good music, drinks and a bite to eat. 

By Brucklian Cuellar 

Over 50 people gathered at the Old 
Church Theatre on Oct. 3 to watch the 
final Outdoor Patio Series performance 
of Jimmy Bowskill and the Hometown 
Beauts. 

The concert kicked off at 2 p.m. with 
Bowskill taking the main stage. He was 
accompanied by his band members Kyler 
Tapscott on guitar, Ian Mckeown on bass, 
and Glenn Milchem on drums. 

During the performance, people attend-
ing the concert were welcomed with freshly 
baked wood oven pizza and drinks from the 

bar located inside the theatre.  
“It’s awesome to have them power 

through and have shows like this. Through-
out all these strange times, it felt normal for 
a little while,” said Bowskill about the show.

Because of his consistent performances 
over that past four years, he has gained the 
admiration of the community. The ongo-
ing support from local fans leads to sold-
out shows that will guarantee an incredible 
night. This community’s avid attendance at 
the shows helps fund this non-profit orga-
nization’s ability to host performances like 
this. 

Throughout the afternoon, the band 

performed songs that touched on a variety 
of genres. Their music can be categorized 
within a mix of folk, rock ’n’ roll, and blue-
grass country. Along with the Hometown 
Beauts, Bowskill is also a part of the Sheep-
dogs, as well as Blue Rodeo, two of Canada’s 
biggest rock bands. 

In March, when Stage 1 procedures of the 
pandemic were in place, the Old Church 
Theatre was closed for four months to keep 
the community safe. 

“We had to install plexiglass screen around 
the bar, of course. We also had to do the hand 
sanitizing, and our biggest challenge was mov-
ing everyone outside,” said Lesley Bonisteel, 

organizer of the event and owner of The Old 
Church Theatre. 

In an effort to keep performances going 
and the community entertained, The Old 
Church Theatre moved its venue outside for 
the remainder of the season. With the revi-
sions made to accommodate COVID-19, the 
acceptance of donations, and the search for 
affordable patio furniture made the vision 
possible. They  hope to reintroduce indoor 
concerts in the following winter months, as 
long as the number of attendees is low and 
maintained. 

 Before The Old Church Theatre became 
a performance hall, it served its purpose as a 

Methodist place of worship. Built-in 1876, it 
served as a church until 1972, and afterward 
sat abandoned. With the desire to keep the 
church as a historical landmark, renowned 
Canadian journalist Roy Bonisteel bought 
and renovated it in 1994. 

Soon after, Bonisteel’s daughter Lesley 
bought the church and transformed it into 
a unique place for performing arts. 

“We have done stories, plays, and music. 
But as time went on, music really took off 
because of the acoustics in this room, and 
we’ve been really lucky to have people come 
from all over the world and play here,” said 
Bonisteel.   

Theatre offers outdoor performance

By Alex Bowman

 COVID-19 has taken a great deal from 
many - jobs, education, sports, and pas-
times. But for those who did not have jobs 
to take, it has stolen much more.

The Baddow Quilters group, a small se-
niors’ group of 22 women from the Bad-
dow area, used to look forward to their 
meetings once a week, bringing their own 
sewing machines, working together, and 
enjoying their social time – something vi-
tal to a senior’s health.

With the threat of coronavirus loom-
ing and the inability to host their weekly 
meetings, these ladies decided to ramp up 
their generous work. 

Since the onset of COVID-19, the 
group has donated over 600 masks, 100 
headbands and 50 quilts to frontline 
workers. 

Unlike the typical blue and white, sin-
gle-use medical mask, Baddow masks and 
headbands come in all shapes and sizes. 
From zebra stripes to floral patterns or 
even union jacks adorned on them, these 
masks have personality – just like the la-
dies who made them.

Sending these items to places like Pe-
terborough Health Centre, Ross Memo-
rial Hospital in Lindsay, retirement resi-
dences in Lindsay, and family members 
who are frontline workers, they donated 
them to anyone in need.

Before the pandemic began, these 
women were already lending a hand by 
creating hats for chemotherapy patients, 
wheelchair bags for those in need, quilts 
for seniors’ homes, lap quilts of valour 
and Victoria quilts for cancer patients.

With many of them meeting through 
the Coboconk senior’s group, all women 
live within a 10-km radius of each other 
and have been friends for over 15 years. 

“I’ve made a lot of friends there over 
the years,” said Jennie Maud, member of 
the Baddow group.

“I’m looking forward to the day we can 
all get back together. I miss the laughs and 
jokes, and the companionship.”

Similarly to the Baddow ladies, seniors 
across the country will be feeling the pres-
sures of isolating from their social groups. 

Public Health Canada says that older 
adults are one of the most vulnerable pop-
ulations to COVID-19, but it seems they 

are also vulnerable to other concerns. 
Isolation puts them at risk for depres-

sion, stress, increased risk of mortality 
and decreased cognitive health, according 
to Heather Gilmour at Statistics Canada.

But these Baddow ladies may have 
found a key to staying healthy and happy 

during these terrible times.
By helping others, these women 

have found the “Helper’s High,” a feel-
ing of happiness by selflessly helping 
others.

According to a publication in 2018 
by Larry Dossey, this “Helper’s High” 

has been found to lower blood pressure, 
increase self-esteem, lower stress, lower 
depression and can even lead to a lon-
ger life.

Although people have always known 
that helping others makes you feel 
good, perhaps in these times when ev-

eryone can feel so alone, people can 
find each other through local support 
and charities.

These ladies and this pandemic have 
taught the world that human connection, 
above all else, can heal.

Quilting ladies go the extra mile during COVID


