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Racers take off from the start line during Shannonville Motorspeedway’s Open track drifting event during the Thanksgiving weekend.
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Jim Reid, fourth generation owner/operator of James Reid Funeral Home, stands by the desk that belonged to his 
grandfather inside the reception centre of the funeral home. Despite the restrictions due to the current pandemic, 
Reid has risen to the challenges to continue to deliver professional services for his clients.  

By Calder Sidley 

Horrible rubber screeching, engines revving until 
they sound like they are running you over, gunshot-
like pops from tires exploding. Cars screaming and 
manoeuvring in all directions around corners at 
speeds the rival the daredevils that drive on the QEW. 
Streams of lowered vehicles stretched out around the 
landscape like ants in a line in all directions. 

To a Drift driver like Brad Gorman from Milton, 
Ont., this is a casual relaxing scene to spend the 
Thanksgiving weekend. 

“Drifting is essentially controlling a car that is out 
of control, trying to go sideways,” Gorman explains. 
Although the description of Drifting sounds hectic, 
the actual practice usually prevents the crashes seen 
at other events. 

For Neil Graham, his beat of 19 years has been at 
the Shannonville Motor Speedway as an EMT for 

StatMedic, a private ambu-
lance company. He agrees with 
Gorman’s statement, mention-
ing Drift events are his most 
boring days, when calls to the 
pits area are for minor burn 
victims from hot engines, or 
attendants falling off their own 
cars. 

The more exciting days for 
the paramedic team are mo-
torcycle nights, he says, when they sometimes deal 
with snapped bones and head injuries. That’s less 
surprising, as it has been described that motorcy-
cling is essentially driving your car while sitting on 
the hood.  

COVID-19 brought a temporary closure to the 
track over the spring. Besides the lower attendance, 
not much has changed for Graham besides wearing a 

mask for every call. This is be-
cause paramedics are already 
meeting or exceeding health 
guidelines. 

For the racers like Gorman, 
he is thankful the speedway is 
open, and has been coming to 
every event this season as it is 
one of only few that remain 
open. These open track events 
offer less restrictions than pro-

fessional races, allowing drivers to get as much “seat 
time” as possible. 

“Anybody can come, but you have to prove your 
skills on the skid pad before you can go on the track,” 
says Gorman. “If you are f---ing around too much 
when you get to the track, they will send you back 
to the pad.”

The Drift community is competitive but also sup-

portive. When Gorman’s lead car blew a tire, the hot 
rubber impacted Gorman’s radiator, a fatal blow for 
any vehicle. Luck was on Gorman’s side as he went 
down the line in the pits asking if any mechanics had 
the spare parts he needed. After having to jerry-rig 
an almost compatible radiator onto his car, Gorman 
was back on the track. “It’s the only reason I am able 
to race today.”

With approximately 100 teams, using similar types 
of cars such as BMW, Ford and Nissan, and me-
chanics with the know-how to make really any part 
compatible, there is a comradeship in broken-down 
vehicles. 

This feature of the community is important for 
racers like Gorman who are trying to gain enough 
seat time to make it to the pros. Drifting is an ex-
pensive sport for the casual or professional, burn-
ing through stacks of tires and piles of dented 
bumpers.  

Gears, guts and grease all
part of Drift driving experience

By Daniel Geleyn

James Reid Funeral Home, like many 
other service providers, has been sig-
nificantly affected by the COVID-19 
pandemic in ways that have chal-
lenged its staff in unforeseen ways.

The most significant impact has 
been the limitation on the number of 
people able to gather in one spot for a 
celebration of life. Funerals typically 
involve large family gatherings where 
people comfort each other, often by 
hugging. The pandemic and its associ-
ated restrictions on social distancing 
have significantly changed the way 
such celebrations must take place.

“With COVID, our celebration cen-
tre now has a drive-up where people 
can come and visit while staying in 
their car,” says Jim Reid, owner and 
operator of James Reid Funeral Home 
on John Counter Boulevard in Kings-
ton.

The strict limitation on the num-
ber of people able to gather has forced 
funeral homes to be innovative in 
the ways in which they can support 
grieving families. James Reid Funer-
al Home has been at the forefront of 
some of those innovations.

“Despite the connectivity challeng-
es, we have been able to live stream 
interment ceremonies from the cem-
etery,” explains Reid.

This new way of doing business 
even gave the opportunity for the 
son of a deceased person who lives in 
Thailand to be able to attend the in-

terment ceremony. This would never 
have been possible without these in-

novations.
The new policies in place to deal 

with the pandemic have also mandat-
ed that the funeral homes are respon-

sible for monitoring the gatherings 
associated with funerals, even at the 
interment sites which are not owned 
and operated by the funeral homes.

“The funeral home has to provide 
one staff for every 10 attendees so that 
is quite demanding given our staffing 
levels,” says Reid.

The requirement to purchase per-
sonal protective equipment (PPE) 
for its staff was an additional chal-
lenge for the business. But as Reid 
explains “We always had protection 
to deal with dead bodies and dealing 
with them as if they were always in-
fectious.”

The main challenge was that there 
was little information about this dis-
ease at first and no one knew how it 
was transmitted. Now that it is known 
that COVID is mainly transmitted 
through droplets in the breath of liv-
ing bodies, dealing with the dead bod-
ies is not seen as such a challenge.

James Reid was established in 
Kingston in 1854 and initially manu-
factured furniture and coffins. “I’m 
the fourth generation and my daugh-
ter Sarah, who is working at the fu-
neral home as well, is the fifth genera-
tion,” says Reid.

The original James Reid, along 
with his wife and their 12 children, 
built the original business. “The 
men in the family built the coffins 
and the furniture while the women 
lined the coffins and upholstered the 
furniture. Everyone contributed,” 
says Reid.

Pandemic impacts saying goodbye

‘Drifting is essentially 
controlling a car that is 
out of control, trying to 
go sideways.’
Drift driver Brad Gorman


