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A pedestrian steps over a pile of snow on the sidewalk of McLeod Street while walking his dog in the morning following one of Ottawa’s most significant snowstorms in years. Ottawa recorded 45 
centimetres of snow by 2. p.m., the city’s snowiest Jan. 17 since 1873.

By Felix Chagnon

Ottawa residents laced their winter 
boots and grabbed their shovels earlier 
this week after the city saw its most sig-
nificant snowfall since 2016. 
On Monday morning at around 7 a.m., 
the overnight snowfall quickly became 
a blizzard, producing up to 12 centime-
tres of snow per hour during its peak. 

By 5 p.m., the Ottawa Airport recorded 
a total of 47 centimetres of snow, which 
made this the snowiest Jan. 17 since re-
cords began in 1873.
Like many cities in the province, the 
City of Ottawa announced a 24-hour 
parking ban to allow snow removal 
crews to clear out the abundant snow 
in residential areas, a process that will 
take several days, according to Ottawa 

Mayor Jim Watson.
“It’s going to be many, many days be-
cause they’ve got to get into the residen-
tial streets and then they have to come 
back and start removing snowbanks 
from major commercial streets, and 
that takes a lot of time,” said the city’s 
mayor on Newstalk 580 CFRA.
Watson also touched on the financial 
side of the multi-day operation. He 

mentioned that clearing the city of an 
amount of snow, as substantial as what 
fell Monday, would cost over $5 million, 
something they had planned in their 
annual budget.
Several public services were on hold 
Monday due to the snowstorm. 
On their Twitter account ahead of the 
snowstorm on Sunday, Jan. 16, the city 
of Ottawa announced that Monday’s 

curbside or multi-residential green bin, 
recycling or garbage collection would 
take place Tuesday, Jan. 18, and all col-
lection of the week will be delayed by 
one day. 
Ottawa Public Health also announced 
on Twitter Sunday that all COVID-19 
community vaccine clinics would be 
temporarily closed in order to ensure 
the safety of the city’s residents.
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Matthew Marchand takes a break and a picture of himself in the Walmart parking lot in Watertown, New York in one of 
his cross-border runs. 

Submitted Photo

David Henry has held a commercial trucking license since 1988 and has 
driven over three million kilometres. Henry takes a photo inside his 579 
Peterbilt in a trucking stop in Bow Island, Alberta. 

Record snowfalls in southern Ontario

Truck drivers deal with vaccination rules
By Sabah Rahman

Canada’s vaccination mandate for cross-
border long-haul truck drivers came 
into effect this Saturday. The decision 
enforces the requirement that truck driv-
ers, whether foreign national or Canadian 
citizen, be vaccinated to cross the border.  

Government officials cited the recipro-
cal U.S. policy coming into effect on Jan. 
22, noting that unvaccinated Canadian 
truckers crossing south of the border are 
expected to face new restrictions beyond 

this date. 
In early November, the U.S. Depart-

ment of Labor’s Occupational Safety and 
Health Administration announced the 
details of a requirement for American 
employers with 100 or more employees to 
ensure each of their workers is fully vac-
cinated or tests for COVID-19 on at least 
a weekly basis.  

The mandate was challenged, and in 
January, the United States Supreme Court 
handed down a 6-3 decision that the vac-
cine-or-test requirements for large private 

companies cannot be enforced by OSHA.  
In what was cited as a statement sent 

“in error” from the Canada Border Ser-
vices Agency late Wednesday, the federal 
government denied that it was reversing 
its decision on the eve of Canada’s own 
vaccination mandate coming into effect.  

“This is more politics than anything 
else,” says Matthew Marchand, an On-
tario-based long-haul trucker, noting the 
reciprocal policies set out by both govern-
ments.  

In one week, Marchand may drive 

a tanker trailer up to 6,000 kilometres 
across the border, and says he drove al-
most 220,000 kilometres in one year 
alone. Marchand, who is triple-vaccinat-
ed, has already heard about the delays 
from his colleagues for the new require-
ment, adding six to seven hours of wait 
time at some border crossings.  

According to the Canadian Trucking 
Alliance, between 12,000 to 16,000 driv-
ers of the 120,000 Canadian long-haul 
drivers could be impacted by this man-
date. The Private Motor Truck Council 

of Canada says the actual figures may be 
higher. 

Canadians account for about 75 per 
cent of the truckers who move freight be-
tween the U.S. and Canada land border. 
The CTA’s estimates show that around 
20 per cent of drivers could be forced to 
leave cross-border freight entirely be-
cause of the vaccination mandate. 

...See Truckers, page 2
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While not having the option to 
work from home, truck drivers have 
steadily kept on working through the 
pandemic.  

Amazon profits increased by 70 
per cent in earnings in the first nine 
months of 2020 when the pandemic 
began. The company heavily invested 
in enhancing its capacity to speed up 
delivery of goods to customers by 
buying more cargo planes and secur-
ing new warehouses. 

Truck drivers have been on the 
frontlines throughout the pandemic 
delivering goods, including PPEs, 
medical supplies, food, clothing, 
fuel, as well as vaccines. The already 
shrunken trucking industry has left 
those remaining in the job feeling the 
weight of this task.  

David Henry is a Winnipeg-based 
cross-border trucker, and  says he has 
driven over three million kilometres 
since 1988. 

In all his years in the industry, Hen-
ry says he has done every trucking-re-
lated job except accounting. 

Although Henry is double-vacci-
nated, he knows of truckers who are 
unable to get a vaccine because they 
have a medical exemption. Henry 
adds that many truck drivers feel that 
they are being ostracized for their de-
cision not to get vaccinated. 

Henry says there will be an influx of 
drivers who are only eligible to drive 
domestic runs, pushing down earn-
ings for these drivers within Canada. 

Henry adds that companies are more 
likely to pay higher for fewer truck 
drivers who are vaccinated and can 
cross the border.  

The decision to get vaccinated is 
multi-faceted.  

Marchand is triple-vaccinated, and 
he says that his decision was driven by 

his four daughters. “I thought about 
the risks of COVID and the adverse 
effects of the vaccine, and I decided 
that the benefits outweigh the cons,” 
said Marchand.  

There is also significant social and 
cultural pressure to get vaccinated. 
Henry realized his wife and him 

would be cut off from attending social 
events with friends and family unless 
he got vaccinated.  

“Everyone who can [get vaccinated] 
should consider it,” said Marchand, 
adding that he does not believe the 
government should impose the re-
quirement on anyone despite its pol-

icy intentions. 
Critics of the vaccination mandate 

have noted that a vaccination require-
ment to cross the land border will ex-
acerbate truck driver shortages and 
cause further supply chain backlogs 
leading to rising inflation and higher 
prices for consumer goods.  

Truckers…
Continued from Page 1

The Ontario Food Terminal 
is Canada’s largest 
wholesale fruit and 
produce terminal, and 
receives daily freight 
deliveries of food 
imported from the U.S. 
and all over the world. It 
ranks amongst the top 
four terminal markets in 
Canada and the U.S. by 
volume of produce 
distributed, including to 
the U.S. 
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Pastor Robert Kazibwe, founder of the Dominion Church International, is pictured with church followers during a Sunday sermon. 

Toronto-based church becomes
community hub for Ugandan diaspora

By Sabah Rahman

You can hear faint echoes of music even 
as you approach the front doors of the 
Dominion Church International from 
outside in the North York neighbour-
hood in Toronto. 

Right away, there are friendly faces 
at the door, as a woman ushers her four 
children dressed in their Sunday best 
inside. She says, “you are welcome,” in 
a slow, enunciated, east-African accent 
with a warm smile.

A pastor is in the main prayer room 
and is moderating a prayer in a mix of 
English and Luganda played along with 
the devotional music on the glory of Je-
sus. The church is equipped with mul-
tiple video cameras that are live-stream-
ing sermon services across the world. A 
young woman with red, curly hair, likely 
in her teens, sits inside the fish tank, they 
call the “media room”, and is moderating 
the live stream as people come in and out 
of the prayer room. 

Inside the main lobby area of the ad-
jacent room, outside the prayer room, 
voices greet each other in foreign lan-
guages as they mingle with the voices 

of children echoing in the empty space 
of the two rooms with tall ceilings and 
fluorescent lights. There are children 
fleeting around excitedly outmatching 
each other’s energies.

It is a feast for the senses as overlap-
ping sounds of voices and children run-
ning around break open the veneer of 
isolation we have all been under during 
the latest wave of the coronavirus spread.

Soon, two masked men make way un-
loading the back of a car parked by the 
front doors of the church. They are both 
bringing in paper boxes filled with food 
items. 

There are long tables set out in a single 
file in the big, front room. One table is 
filled with boxes of food, and lots of ba-
nanas. Slowly, the two men fill the ad-
joining tables with more boxes of a mix 
of perishable and non-perishables food 
items. 

As the clock approaches noon hour, 
more masked faces stroll in, recogniz-
ing and waving at each other from afar, 
and bodies sit themselves in the orderly, 
socially distanced, rows of chairs in the 
main prayer room. 

Some churchgoers are on their feet, 

hand outstretched toward the heavens 
as if reaching out to an invisible force, 
caught in a moment of deep devotion. 
They are seemingly in a trance, in a 
meditative moment of deep internal 
connection with self, from an observer’s 
perspective.

The church was founded in 2004 in 
Toronto by Pastor Robert Kazibwe from 
Uganda. Pastor Kazibwe says the church 
began with only six members inside 

someone’s house at the beginning. Even-
tually, the church grew large enough to 
require multiple venue changes to ac-
commodate the growing Ugandan com-
munity in Toronto.  

In his sermon, Pastor Kazibwe says 
the church envisions opening a com-
munity centre dedicated to fulfilling 
the needs of Ugandan newcomers in the 
city. The ambitious project aims to be 
a multi-faith centre, which will include 
youth shelter beds, a recreational facil-
ity, childcare centre, and counselling ser-
vices as well as become the headquarter 
for Toronto’s first Ugandan community 
radio initiative. 

Kisitu Samuel, aka Freeman, a mem-
ber of the church and director of public 
relations, talks about how the church 
stepped in during the early days of CO-
VID when he was evicted and was at risk 
of becoming homeless. A recent new-
comer refugee from Uganda in the city 
of Toronto, Samuel was in between jobs 
living in North York, which made it dif-
ficult for him to support himself finan-
cially even with the support of Ontario 
Works. 

Samuel remembers that he asked 

Pastor Kazibwe if he could stay in the 
church temporarily until he found a 
more permanent place to live. That was 
also the time when Ontario went into 
province-wide lockdown, so Samuel 
ended up spending a substantial part of 
the first year of the pandemic living on 
the premises of the church. 

The church formally provides other 
services as well. Pastor Kazibwe proudly 
notes that the church was registered as 
a food bank toward the end of 2019. 
Since then, it has been an integral part 
of providing food security for the largely 
Ugandan church community.

At the end of the sermon, Pastor Kazi-
bwe invites everyone to help themselves 
to the “Dominion grocery store” in the 
next room with a hint of jest in his voice. 

It soon becomes clear what the pas-
tor meant by calling it the church’s “gro-
cery store” as people begin to file out of 
the main prayer room to the next room 
with long tables filled with assorted food 
items on them. 

There is loud chatter as churchgoers, 
both young and old, carry their own 
boxes of food to take home with them as 
the day’s services come to an end. 

It is a feast for the 
senses as overlapping 
sounds of voices and 
children running around 
break open the veneer 
of isolation we have all 
been under during the 
latest wave of the 
coronavirus spread.
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Andrew Hunter,  a freelance author and activist from Hamilton, Ont., hangs homemade signs to “rename” one of the oldest streets in the area Sophia Burthen Way, to pay respect and acknowledge a 
former enslaved woman by that name that lived and died in his hometown the early 1800s.

     By Dexter Classen

Southern Ontario is home to a lot of very 
old towns, with some dating back to the 
late 1600s. What tends to happen, when 
lots of time passes in a certain area, there 
are inevitably some things that don’t get 
brought along with the passage. 

Sophia Burthen Pooley was left be-
hind in the past. Burthen was a slave 
who was born in the late 1700s in Fish-
kill, New York. When she was seven years 
old, she was purchased by Joseph Brant 
and brought to what was known as An-
caster County, Canada, at the time. She 
is thought to have lived with Brant until 
she was in her early to mid-teens before 

being interviewed in 1855 in her eighties 
and is quoted saying, “At twelve years old, 
I was sold by Brant to an Englishman in 
Ancaster, for one hundred dollars, – his 
name was Samuel Hatt.’’ Samuel Hatt and 
his brother Richard had come from Eng-
land and were integral to the founding 
and growth of many towns in the area, be-
cause of their copious wealth and status. 

Hamilton, Ontario was one of them, 
and it is freelance author and artist An-
drew Hunter’s hometown. Hunter began 
writing books in 2016 for the AGO as its 
top curator for Canadian art, before step-
ping away in 2017, partly, to be an author 
full-time. It was also partly however, be-
cause Hunter left the art world in what he 

describes as disappointment. 
“My choice rests in a disappointment: 

not in what we achieved, but the fragility 
of its ability to persist,” Hunter says in a 
piece written for the Toronto Star. “I can’t 
be the head of a department at a museum 
and pretend I’m doing this allyship work 
for marginalized communities that have 
historically been marginalized, and still 
hold this senior role. I have to get out of 
the way.”

 From the wake of this decision, Hunt-
er’s path veered directly into the path of 
Sophia Burthen Pooley’s. Having read 
the collection of interviews that included 
Burthen’s story after it was republished 
by Hamilton’s Dundurn Press, Hunter 

focused in on Burthen because she had 
lived exactly where he had all his life, and 
no one knew. Burthen was a victim of a 
systemic erasure, a willingness to forget 
hard details because it makes life easier, 
and heritage sites more appealing. 

“This is the place where I live, the land-
scape that she’s describing is where I live, 
and nobody talks about that slavery exist-
ed here. Her interview is the only known 
first person account of somebody who 
was enslaved in Canada.” 

The erasure isn’t exclusive to memo-
ries. At the time Burthen was alive and 
owned by Brant and Hatt, she was viewed 
as property by society, so she was rarely 
found on any public record. If not for abo-

litionist Benjamin Drew in 1855 seeking 
out stories like hers we might not know 
Burthen existed at all, despite being one 
of the first to settle in what is now south-
ern Canada. 

Hunter stands where she did hundreds 
of years ago to prevent her memory from 
fading away entirely. 

“It’s like trying to identify black holes,” 
Hunter says. “You can’t see the black hole. 
You have to look off to the side and see the 
effect it’s having on the stories around it. I 
can’t see her in the record, but I can see all 
these traces she’s had.”

 Hunter’s book on Burthen’s life It Was 
Dark There All The Time is set for release 
on Jan. 25.

Slavery part of Hamilton’s history

By Dexter Classen

Heavy snowfall is becoming less common in south-
ern Ontario. The changing climate results in winters 
becoming more unpredictable. and warmer weath-
er is more common. For Ontarians further south 
it’s easy to have grown accustomed to this slightly 
greener winters as of late, so when the largest one-
day snowfall since 1999 fell on southern Ontario on 
Jan. 17, shovels needed to be dusted off and used as 
intended and old muscle memory needed to be re-
called for some. 

With Pearson Airport officially reporting 33 cen-
timetres falling  in one night and some reports of 36 
centimetres reported near downtown Toronto, it offi-
cially joins in the hall of fame for one-night snowfalls 
in the greater Toronto area. 

Adam (who asked not to use his last name) is an 

employee of the GTA West district roads and opera-
tion maintenance team. As part of the city of Ham-
ilton, their jurisdiction reaches all over the greater 
Hamilton area, from Stony Creek to Kitchener. West 
district is one of three districts responsible for road 
maintenance and hazards in the area. For example, 
Toronto has over 5,000 kilometres of road that would 
be under the jurisdiction of their respective depart-
ment, Adam explained.

“When snow like this happens, it’s a drop every-
thing kind of situation.” The list of jobs that the de-
partment is responsible for stretches long past snow 
removal. It includes road hazards, flooding, uneven 
surface, road salting, etc. 

On top of this, Hamilton and Dundas which are 
two of the oldest towns in southern Ontario, prob-
lems with roads are commonplace as well as infra-
structure failures such as flooding and most of the 

town of Dundas being situated at the bottom of a 
valley. 

When presented with such a large list of responsi-
bilities, Adam and his team “start big, and end small.” 

Something as large as 36 centimetres of snow in 
one night takes precedence over other responsibili-
ties. With only 10 plows, their fleet responsibilities 
can get spread thin. 

“There’s always something,” Adam says. “It’s stan-
dard policy to contract out to other companies when 
snowfall reaches over 12 centimeters.” 

Despite all their hard work, the general court of 
public opinion doesn’t always look too kindly on 
the district West Roads and operation maintenance 
team. Public opinion is mixed at best and it’s not 
uncommon for the team to receive harsh mail or 
phone calls when snow isn’t removed or removed 
improperly. 

 “Three years running, the city has plowed the 
street and pushed all the snow on the sidewalk,”  says 
a local home and business owner, who was clearing 
the sidewalk in front of his property with a front-end 
loader.

 “If I didn’t have one of these, this would be a near-
impossible job.”  

All this being said, it can’t be denied snow is en-
joyed by many child and adult alike; the former out-
right and unabashedly when there’s enough to cancel 
a day of school, and the latter deep down when there 
is a day of less responsibility and slightly more relax-
ation suddenly on their plate. Even while maneuver-
ing a front-end loader pushing aside banks of snow, 
positivity is present. 

“I guess there’s nothing they can do about it, 
it’s snow. It’s in the way for everyone,” says the 
businessman.

Southern Ontario cities get snowed under by big storm
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The Simmons family hit the ice on a bitterly cold Sunday, where Bailee (pink 
snowsuit) tries to ice skate for the first time. 

By Christie Leja 

Plans to build a skate trail for the com-
munity this winter has been announced 
by The Municipality of Tweed

Last year, the municipality received a 
grant through the Hydro One Energiz-
ing Life Community Fund. The Hydro 
One funding is to help towns provide 
accessible and inclusive opportunities 
to energize life in their community. 

As reported by Hydro one, with this 
grant, Tweed initiated its “Let’s Move 
Municipality of Tweed” in which the 
town took on projects that would pro-
mote a healthier and active lifestyle 
for individuals and families. It aims to 
benefit the overall health and wellbe-
ing of all residents, especially after the 
past year of increased self-isolation. 
Providing an outdoor space for resi-
dents to be able to participate in so-
cial activities and meet new people is 
of critical importance in keeping with 
Public Health recommendations and 
ongoing restrictions. 

This winter, after councillors ap-

proved the plan brought forward by 
staff during the Jan. 12 council meet-
ing, Tweed will be building upon the 
trail work already begun through last 
year’s grant to bring in a skate trail. 

While the municipality is lucky to 
have a vast amount of winter outdoor 
activities, such as Ice fishing, snowmo-
biling trails, and beautiful conserva-
tion areas just outside of town, many 
residents are excited to have a new op-
tion for some winter fun. 

“I always wondered why they hadn’t 
done this yet, glad to see it’s happen-
ing, great for an evening skate with 
the family,” said Shawn Wylie, a Tweed 
resident.

The Canadian Mental Health As-
sociation Ontario put out a poll in 
March of last year. The survey revealed 
a troubling pattern of loneliness: more 
than half of Ontarians (57 per cent) are 
lonelier since the start of the pandem-
ic, almost half (47 per cent) wish they 
had someone to talk to, and more than 
a third (36 per cent) believe they are 
lonely almost always. 

With the uncertainty of the Omi-
cron variant in the current COVID-19 
surge, and what that means in regards 
to future closures and updated gather-
ing limits, the skate trail will be a very 
welcome place for the community to 
boost their physical and emotional 
health. 

Initial plans for the trail have it lo-
cated around the soccer field in town, 
with the hope that it will be complete 
by Jan. 22. The municipality has also 
stated that there may be an expansion 
to the trail which will eventually ex-
pand over and in behind the volleyball 
courts.

Tweed’s CAO Gloria Raebone spoke 
with Quinte News last week about the 
trial and the public health measures in 
regards to the rink.

“If people come and they feel there’s 
just too many people for their own 
comfort level and they can’t keep the 
distance from each other, then we 
just ask that people respect that, and 
maybe wait ‘til another day or another 
time.”

Tweed community skate trail
part of  ‘Let’s Move’ initiative
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By Christie Leja

The community and players of the Tweed Oil 
Kings are eagerly awaiting word from the Easter 
Ontario Super Hockey League whether the season 
will proceed as planned given the current closures 
associated with COVID-19 in the province. 

The EOSHL is a top senior A ice hockey league 
in eastern Ontario that resumed operations in 2019 
and has been rebuilding its roster primarily during 
the pandemic. In the spring of 2021, the munici-
pality of Tweed submitted a bid to join the league 
and was accepted as the 12th team to join. The 
community embraced the players with open arms, 
selling over 100 season tickets and gaining almost 
1000 followers on the team’s Facebook page. 

The Tweed Oil Kings, named after the Tweed BP 
Oil Kings, also holds a lot of significance to the 
community and General Manager John Desjar-
dins. When the Tweed BP Oil Kings won the All-
Ontario Intermediate C Championship in 1975-
1976, his father was the team’s trainer. 

“The nostalgia of the name, and the jerseys, is 
also a factor to the great community response too,” 
Desjardins says.

“This community, Tweed, Madoc, Marmora, 
Stirling, people here just love their hockey,” he 
adds. 

In November of 2021, I had the opportunity 
to interview George Derry at Tweed Memorial 
Arena, while his son was practicing hockey. The 
impact hockey has had on this community was 
immediately apparent. The place is vibrating with 
energy, with moms lined up and chatting at the 
glass, Tim Hortons in hand, and sisters doing cart-
wheels along the corridor with their friends. It was 
a breath of fresh air in contrast to how isolating the 
past two years have felt during the pandemic. 

Derry, who was born and raised in Marmo-
ra, jumped at the opportunity to try out for the 
Tweed Oil Kings last August.  Hockey has been a 
big part of Derry’s life, just as it has for many of 
his teammates, and he was thrilled to get back on 
the ice after being drafted to the team. While we 
talk about his time playing in his youth, and what 
led him to getting drafted to the Oil Kings, our 
conversation turns to why he chose the number 
7 for his jersey. 

“It’s in honour of my friend’s late dad, Leafs 
hockey player Greg Terrion. It was his number 
when he played with them and the LA Kings.”

Derry talked about how he and the other ‘Mar-

mora kids’  were lucky enough to meet many NHL 
players that Terrion would bring to town, and rem-
inisced about getting his hockey cards signed by 
Wendel Clark, Rick Vaive and Tie Domi. 

Everything came to a sudden halt in early De-

cember when the league shut down as a precaution 
due to the alarmingly high COVID-19 cases spik-
ing across the province. 

A decision is expected by Jan. 26, on whether the 
league will continue its season then, or postpone 

and re-evaluate in mid-February. The team, from 
players to coaches, are itching to get back on the ice 
and dominate their way to the playoffs, as they are 
currently sitting second in their western division 
standings. 

Photo by Felix Chagnon

 Thousands of skaters enjoy the historical Rideau Canal Skateway after the NCC announced its opening Jan. 14. For the first time in the skateway’s history, all 7.8 kilometres, which extends from 
downtown Ottawa to the Hartwells Locks, including Dows Lake, were open to the public. 

By Felix Chagnon

After weeks of flooding and mainte-
nance, the National Capital Commission 
announced the opening of the Rideau 
Canal Skateway on Friday, Jan. 14.

Despite extreme cold weather warn-
ings, thousands of brave skaters enjoyed 
the 7.8 kilometre skateway, which ex-
tends from downtown Ottawa to the 
Hartwells Locks, including Dows Lake.

On the ice Saturday morning were 
Peter Chavan and Yuliana Kabanova, a 
Ukrainian couple who moved to Ottawa 
a few years ago.

“It’s a historical place and probably 
the most popular skateway I know. The 
sceneries from downtown to Dows Lake 
are just breathtaking,” said Kabanova.

“This is our second time skating on 
the canal, but our first time since the 
beginning of the pandemic. It is just an 
amazing experience even with tempera-
tures like today,” added Chavan.

Charles Boisclair, a 30-year-old veteri-
narian from Sherbrooke. Que., was also 
on the ice Saturday morning.

“I had a great time today. I have been 
here in the past, and it’s always great to 
skate with such a nice view. The ambi-

ance on the ice is special; everyone is 
joyful and having a blast,” said Boisclair, 
who has been living in Ottawa for four 
months.

This season started off strong as it was 
the first time in the skateway’s history 
that the entire length was ready on open-
ing day. According to its website, the 
NCC’s requirement to lift the green flag 
is for the surface to reach 30 centimetres 
thickness of good quality ice. This year, 
the flooding of the canal, which started 
on Jan. 3, was followed by extremely cold 
temperatures, which allowed the team to 
flood the entire skateway at once, rather 

than section by section in the past years. 
“Our goal is always to break records 

for the longest season ever. Unfortunate-
ly, that is all-weather dependent,” said 
Dominique Huras, strategic communi-
cations advisor for the NCC. 

“We are pleased to be able to open the 
skateway at this time of year, especially 
breaking a record by opening the entire 
7.8 kilometres at once. This year, the 
public will also have access to the con-
cession stands and rental stands, which 
were closed last season due to the CO-
VID-19 public health measures,” added 
Huras. 

Because of the lack of good weather 
last winter, the skateway saw its shortest 
season in history, with only 29 days of 
opening from the end of January to the 
end of February. With an earlier start 
this year, the public hopes for a better 
outcome. 

As usual, on-ice amenities are avail-
able for skaters along the canal, with 
some changes due to the NCC’s COV-
ID-19 safety guidelines. Changing facili-
ties and fire pits are closed, and face cov-
erings are required inside washrooms. 
Concessions stands and BeaverTail 
stands remain open to the public.

Canada’s longest skateway opens up
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George Derry, player of the Tweed Oil Kings, stands outside the Tweed Memorial Arena with the hopes that the team will get to hit the ice again 
soon. The Oil Kings, along with the 11 other teams in the Eastern Ontario Super Hockey League, had their season put on hiatus in December of 2021 
due to the current COVID-19 surge. 

Hockey players looking forward to heading back on ice
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